
1 College Hill Road 
Newton, NJ 07860 

(973) 300-2100

August 20, 2025 

VIA Email 
Garden State Watchdog 

Re: August 12, 2025 OPRA Request 

Dear Sir or Madam:  

Kindly accept this letter in regard to your Open Public Records Act, N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1 et 
seq. (“OPRA”), dated August 12, 2025.  The College provides the following response, requests 
for clarifications, and requests for additional time to respond:  

I hereby demand the immediate production of the following records 
relating to former President Jon Connolly’s possession of an alleged 
firearm on SCCC property, all policy authorizations, the College’s 
response, and law-enforcement communications. Unless otherwise 
stated, the scope is November 1, 2015 to present (with 
incident-specific items focusing through January 1, 2023 through 
March 27, 2025): 

1. Complete, current, and historical copies of Policy 600.02
(Weapons on Campus) and Policy 600.03 (Weapons on Campus—
Authorization to Carry for Retired Police Officers), including
revision history, Board approvals/resolutions, redlines, and effective
dates since 2015; all training materials, policy acknowledgments,
and attestations signed by employees and trustees.

Response: Enclosed is a copy of the current Policy 600.02 and 
Policy 600.03 and the Resolutions approving such policies.  The 
College has no responsive documents “including revision history 
or redlines.  The College has no responsive documents relating 
to training materials, policy acknowledgements, and 
attestations signed by employees and trustees.  

2. All written authorizations, permits, approvals, waivers, letters, or
emails purporting to authorize Jon Connolly to possess, carry, store,
or transport any firearm and/or weapon on SCCC property; all
drafts/unsigned versions and any presidential or designee approvals
under Policies 600.02/600.03 (or any similar situated related
policies); and any documents reflecting RPO (Retired Police
Officer) eligibility, if claimed.

Response: The College has no responsive documents. 
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3. The RPO (Red Flag / Extreme Risk Protective Order Act of 2018 
(N.J.S.A. 2C:58-20 et seq.) authorization roster/log covering 2020–
present: for each authorized individual, produce name, position, 
dates of authorization, written authorization, RPO credential details, 
scope of duties, and any revocations/suspensions. 
 
Response: The College has no responsive documents.  
 
4. All internal communications (emails, texts, messages, memos) 
discussing whether Jon Connolly qualified for any exception to 
Policy 600.02/600.03, including any proposal or discussion and any 
legal analysis regarding authorization requirements, this request 
includes but is not limited to emails. 
 
Response: The College has no responsive documents.  
 
5. All SCCC records reflecting admissions, statements or complaints 
by SCCC staff faculty and/or student faculty that Jon Connolly 
possessed a firearm during the January 1, 2023 - March 27, 2025 
period and removed it when that matter was “over,” including notes, 
emails, texts, or summaries memorializing such statements, 
including any complaint or audio submission sent to the College 
Board of Trustees by any member of staff, including but not limited 
to, James Gaddy, Jason Boehm, Marianne Sharpe. 
 
Response: The College requests a clarification as to what 
specific documents you seek. Be advised, your request is overly 
broad and vague.  Pursuant to OPRA, a public entity is only 
required to disclose “identifiable government records.”  MAG 
Entertainment, LLC v. Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control, 
375 N.J. Super. 534 (App. Div. 2005); Bent v. Stafford Police 
Dep’t, 381 N.J. Super. 30 (App. Div. 2005); New Jersey Builders 
Ass’n v. New Jersey Council on Affordable Housing, 390 N.J. 
Super. 166 (App. Div. 2007).   In fact, “wholesale requests for 
general information that requires the County to analyze, collate 
and compile” information are not valid request under OPRA.  
Id.  In short, the College is not required to research its files to 
find out which records, if any, may be responsive to a request.  
Additionally, in requesting correspondence, you must include 
the following information in the request: (1) Sender; (2) 
Recipient; (3) date or date range of communications; and (4) 
subject/content.  Elcavage v. West Milford Twp. (Passaic), GRC 
Complaint No. 2009-07 (April 2010).  You have not submitted 
such information. 
 
The College also requires an additional 30 days to review its 
records to determine if the College has any responsive record. 
 
6. All records relating to the February 2024 entry and/or search of 



1 College Hill Road 
Newton, NJ 07860 

(973) 300-2100 

Jon Connolly’s office by SCCC personnel, including but not limited 
to:  

 
6a. The full names, job titles, and institutional affiliations of 
all involved participants involved in the search for Jon 
Connolly’s firearm (such as Keith Festa, Stacey Caputo, 
Gayle Carrick); 
 
Response: This is an invalid OPRA request as it seeks 
information, not an identifiable document. in requesting 
correspondence, you must include the following 
information in the request: (1) Sender; (2) Recipient; (3) 
date or date range of communications; and (4) 
subject/content.  Elcavage v. West Milford Twp. 
(Passaic), GRC Complaint No. 2009-07 (April 2010).  
You have not submitted such information. 
 
The College requires an additional 30 days to review its 
records to determine if the College has any responsive 
record. 
 
6b. The stated purpose of the entry/search and the legal, 
regulatory, or administrative authority under which it was 
conducted per SCCC’s own policies; 
 
Response: This is an invalid OPRA request as it seeks 
information, not an identifiable document. In requesting 
correspondence, you must include the following 
information in the request: (1) Sender; (2) Recipient; (3) 
date or date range of communications; and (4) 
subject/content.  Elcavage v. West Milford Twp. 
(Passaic), GRC Complaint No. 2009-07 (April 2010).  
You have not submitted such information. 
 
The College requires an additional 30 days to review its 
records to determine if the College has any responsive 
record. 
 
6c. Any and all video or audio recordings, regardless of 
device, medium, or storage format, including but not limited 
to the recording publicly identified by SCCC the Chief 
Operating Officer, James Gaddy, as the “Stacey Caputo 
video” showcasing the search for the firearm that was made 
on or around February 8, 2024, in proximity to Jon 
Connolly’s office, and any recording under any alternative 
file name, identifier, or storage location; 
 
Response: The College requires an additional 30 days to 
review its records to determine if the College has any 
responsive record.  



1 College Hill Road 
Newton, NJ 07860 

(973) 300-2100 

 
6d. Any communication by Gayle Carrick that discloses the 
following terms “search”, “friend”, “trustee”, including any 
other communications sent by Gayle Carrick, to any SCCC 
official and/or agent, on or around February 8, 2024. 
 
Response: The College requests a clarification as to the 
time period for which it should search for such 
communications.  For example, should the College only 
search for communications sent/received on February 8, 
2024? Or do you wish to include additional dates?  
 
In requesting correspondence, you must include the 
following information in the request: (1) Sender; (2) 
Recipient; (3) date or date range of communications; and 
(4) subject/content.  Elcavage v. West Milford Twp. 
(Passaic), GRC Complaint No. 2009-07 (April 2010).  
You have not submitted such information. 
 
6e. All other photographs, videos, taken during, in 
preparation for, or subsequent to the entry/search; 
 
Response: The College requires an additional 30 days to 
review its records to determine if the College has any 
responsive record.  
 
6f. Any incident reports, security reports, internal 
memoranda, or other written or electronic documentation 
referencing, describing, or arising from the entry/search. 
This request expressly includes, without limitation, 
responsive materials created, stored, or transmitted on 
institutional devices, personal devices (including 
cellphones), removable media, or cloud-based storage 
accounts used for any official or work-related purpose by 
SCCC personnel. 
 
Response: The College requests a clarification as to what 
specific documents you seek. Be advised, your request is 
overly broad and vague.  Pursuant to OPRA, a public 
entity is only required to disclose “identifiable 
government records.”  MAG Entertainment, LLC v. 
Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control, 375 N.J. Super. 
534 (App. Div. 2005); Bent v. Stafford Police Dep’t, 381 
N.J. Super. 30 (App. Div. 2005); New Jersey Builders 
Ass’n v. New Jersey Council on Affordable Housing, 390 
N.J. Super. 166 (App. Div. 2007).   In fact, “wholesale 
requests for general information that requires the 
County to analyze, collate and compile” information are 
not valid request under OPRA.  Id.  In short, the College 
is not required to research its files to find out which 
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records, if any, may be responsive to a request.  
Additionally, in requesting correspondence, you must 
include the following information in the request: (1) 
Sender; (2) Recipient; (3) date or date range of 
communications; and (4) subject/content.  Elcavage v. 
West Milford Twp. (Passaic), GRC Complaint No. 2009-
07 (April 2010).  You have not submitted such 
information. 

 
7. All risk/wellness/safety assessments or evaluations performed in 
connection with the firearm issue, including referrals, 
recommendations, and follow-up actions related to Jon Connolly, 
including disciplinary actions from the college board. 
 
Response: The College requests a clarification as to what 
specific documents you seek. Be advised, your request is overly 
broad and vague.  Pursuant to OPRA, a public entity is only 
required to disclose “identifiable government records.”  MAG 
Entertainment, LLC v. Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control, 
375 N.J. Super. 534 (App. Div. 2005); Bent v. Stafford Police 
Dep’t, 381 N.J. Super. 30 (App. Div. 2005); New Jersey Builders 
Ass’n v. New Jersey Council on Affordable Housing, 390 N.J. 
Super. 166 (App. Div. 2007).   In fact, “wholesale requests for 
general information that requires the County to analyze, collate 
and compile” information are not valid request under OPRA.  
Id.  In short, the College is not required to research its files to 
find out which records, if any, may be responsive to a request.  
Additionally, in requesting correspondence, you must include 
the following information in the request: (1) Sender; (2) 
Recipient; (3) date or date range of communications; and (4) 
subject/content.  Elcavage v. West Milford Twp. (Passaic), GRC 
Complaint No. 2009-07 (April 2010).  You have not submitted 
such information. 
 
8. Board of Trustees materials (2015–present) in which weapons 
policies or the Connolly firearm matter were discussed: agendas, 
Board packets, minutes (open and executive), executive-session 
resolutions/certifications, notes, and audio/video recordings, 
including any public comment that mentions “Connolly”, “Gun”, 
“Firearm”, “Danger”, “Carry”. 
 
Response: The College requires an additional 30 days to review 
its records to determine if the College has any responsive record.  
 
9. Communications with Board Chair Kurt Gewecke and College 
Board of Trustees concerning the firearm issue, including any 
direction to “follow policy,” to inform/not inform specific parties, 
to keep the matter internal, or to contact/not contact law 
enforcement. If such email addresses have been deleted / purged, 
please certify in writing.  
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Response: The College requests a clarification as to the 
documents you seek.  When requesting correspondence, you 
must include the following information in the request: (1) 
Sender; (2) Recipient; (3) date or date range of communications; 
and (4) subject/content.  Elcavage v. West Milford Twp. 
(Passaic), GRC Complaint No. 2009-07 (April 2010).  Kindly 
submit such information.   
 
10. Communications with College Counsel (including Vito 
Gagliardi Esq) concerning the firearm matter, the requirement that 
any authorization be in writing, whether criminal referral was 
appropriate, and whether/when to contact police. (If privilege is 
claimed, produce a Vaughn index.) 
 
Response: The College requests a clarification as to the 
documents you seek.  When requesting correspondence, you 
must include the following information in the request: (1) 
Sender; (2) Recipient; (3) date or date range of communications; 
and (4) subject/content.  Elcavage v. West Milford Twp. 
(Passaic), GRC Complaint No. 2009-07 (April 2010).  Kindly 
submit such information.   
 
11. All communications with law-enforcement, including the 
Newton Police Department (including any agent) and the Sussex 
County Prosecutor’s Office (including any agent), regarding the 
firearm report, office search, any contemplated police response, and 
any statement/advice that authorization to carry on campus must be 
in writing; include emails, texts, call logs, notes, and after-action 
summaries, including after-action or internal summary reports 
documenting SCCC’s decision-making regarding law-enforcement 
contact or non-referral. 
 
Response: The College requests a clarification as to the 
documents you seek.  When requesting correspondence, you 
must include the following information in the request: (1) 
Sender; (2) Recipient; (3) date or date range of communications; 
and (4) subject/content.  Elcavage v. West Milford Twp. 
(Passaic), GRC Complaint No. 2009-07 (April 2010).  Kindly 
submit such information.   
 

Please provide clarifications to your requests as outlined above. Notwithstanding, please find 
documents responsive to Requests Nos. 1, enclosed herewith.   
 
If you have any questions, do not hesitate to call me to discuss. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Wendy Fullem 

















































































Sussex 
County 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Board Resolution Number: BFF0272015-8 Date of Resolution: October 27, 2015 

WHEREAS the Board of Trustees of Sussex County Community College has voted at its 

meeting of October 27, 2015 to take the following action under the powers granted to them by 

N.J.S.A. 18A:64A-12 and by N.J.A.C. 9A-1. 

RESOLVED, to take the following actions related to business, finance and facilities functions of 

the Sussex County Community College: 

Approved Weapons on Campus Policy. (Copy of Motion and Vote Attached.) 

I hereby certify that the Board of Trustees of the Sussex County Community College took the above 

actions at the October 27, 2015 meeting: 

Date: October 27, 2015 /�� 
Kathleen McNamara, Secretary-Board of Trustees 

CODES: GI - General Institutional Functions 

P - Personnel 

Cl - Curriculum and Instruction 

AP - Audit and Policy 

SS - Student Services 

FA-Facilities 

BFF - Business, Finance and Facilities 

OBB - Other Board Business 

RO - Reorganization Meeting 
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