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September 14, 2021

Via Email
Mary Lisa <opra+request-25617-e3a3ccee@requests.opramachine.com>


	Re: 	<opra+request-25617-e3a3ccee@requests.opramachine.com>

Dear Mary Lisa: 
Please find enclosed the response from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Division of Disaster Recovery and Mitigation (“Division”), to your above referenced Open Public Records Act (“OPRA”) request. As noted in your request, you have previously submitted OPRA requests of a similar nature to the Division in January and March of 2020
As a compliance manager within the Division, I assist with production related to OPRA.  As such, I have included my certification as to the accuracy and completeness of this production.  Please note, one aspect of the production will require a further extension as referenced below.
Please see the Division’s responses in bold, to your enumerated requests:  
•	I am requesting updated records relating to the RREM grant program. Specifically I am interested in how many people were in the program at the time the Sandy Bill forbearance bill passed in February 2017 and how many of the grant applicants received a certificate of forbearance from the DCA at that time and how many certificates of forbearance remain in place as of today AUGUST 26, 2021. The last request was made in 2017. I am seeking updated records of the original request to see the status of the RREM Grant recipients from the inception of the RREM grant program through the current date. 
Please note that the Division’s responsibilities included collecting the applications for Sandy-Impacted Forbearance as well as making eligibility determinations. As previously described in the Division’s prior OPRA response, the Division was not responsible for tracking the forbearances past that point, as they moved forward through the court system or with individual lenders. At the time of your original OPRA requests (January and March of 2020), the Division provided you with Excel spreadsheets containing the addresses of those who were determined eligible for forbearance certifications as well as those who withdrew their forbearance applications, along with their self-reported RREM status as reported on their forbearance certificate applications. The spreadsheets are attached again, for your convenience. 
The requirements for the Sandy-Impacted Forbearance Certification have not been amended and the Program has not reopened. Therefore, the Division does not have updates on the forbearance status. 
However, the Division will provide you with the list of funded RREM grant recipients with their current status (e.g. preconstruction, construction, etc.). Due to staffing resources and the time required to fulfill this particular aspect of the request, the Division will require an additional extension. The report will be provided to you by Friday, October 1.
•	I am requesting any and all updated SIROMS system reports as it relates to the above request.
There are no responsive documents related to your request since as aforementioned, the forbearance eligibility criteria has not changed since it was provided to you in 2020 and the Division is not responsible for tracking individual forbearances as they progress.
•	I am interested in finding out if some potential grant recipients lost their forbearance because of a court order or a bankruptcy or some other circumstance and how many certificates of forbearance were removed because the recipient received a Certificate of Occupancy from the RREM Grant being completed versus the RREM grant going unused.
As aforementioned, the Division is not required to track the progress of each individual forbearance subsequent to determining eligibility. Regarding stays of foreclosure, the Division directed applicants to contact the Office of the Superior Court Clerk, Foreclosure Processing Services in Trenton by calling (609) 421-6100 or e-mailing: SCCOForeclosure.Mailbox@njcourts.gov. Additional information can be found on the Judiciary’s web page at: http://www.judiciary.state.nj.us/superior/overview.html.
•	Additionally I am requesting any SIROMS quarterly reports and monthly summary reports for the same time frame (roughly 2017 to 2021).
There are no responsive documents to this request, as the Division does not maintain quarterly or summary reports regarding the loss of mortgage forbearances. 
•	I am interested in any updated Navigant Consulting reports on the DCA Housing programs. The last published on the NJ Treasury Oversight website (last report from Navigant as of today was for 4th quarter of 2017 and published in January 2018).
As you referenced above, Navigant Consulting’s Quarterly Reports for the Department of Community Affairs Housing Programs are posted on the NJ Treasury Integrity Oversight Monitor website: https://www.nj.gov/treasury/news-sandy.shtml. There are no subsequent reports to the latest report posted (Q4 of 2017/published January 2018), because the contract has ended.

                                                                                                             Sincerely,
                                                                                                             OPRA Custodian
       Division of Disaster Recovery and Mitigation 
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