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June 16, 2022

To: The Township of Edison Planning and Zoning board

As you are aware, the last two years have introduced a number of drastic changes in how local governments interact with and encourage participation with the communities which they serve. As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and the accompanying restrictions on large gatherings, many municipalities throughout the state of New Jersey have turned these limitations into opportunity to incorporate advances in technology with their public meetings. By utilizing video conferencing in live streaming, local agencies have been able to continue the business of government in a way that has been beneficial for transparency and public confidence

Although the council recognizes that we cannot impose upon you the adoption or continuation of utilizing these new technologies as we return to a semblance of normality, we strongly encourage you to consider making live streaming a permanent aspect of your regular meeting sessions.  In today’s polarized political climate, it is more important than ever that we help citizens to see how their local government is working for them. By providing live stream access to your meetings, residents that may not otherwise be able to attend due to family commitments or difficulties with ability or transportation can remain engaged with issues that affect them. Good governance requires that we, as stewards of the public trust, provide the greatest opportunity for the broadest cross section of our residents to provide input into decisions that we make.  Given the strong interest in and active involvement of many of our residents in recent important zoning and planning issues, we feel that they are owed nothing less than real time transparency with these respective meetings.  

Furthermore, with the possibility that additional waves of the pandemic will cause future restrictions on public gatherings in the danger that it would represent to the more vulnerable members of our community, having an option already in place for remote viewing and participation will enable government services to continue without interruption. Rather than the issuance of a series of contradictory instructions on when and how to attend meetings, the public can be confident that they can always join the live stream to stay current on local government events and activities. The continued use of these options for accessibility also shows that we, as representatives of the community, are not afraid to embrace the changes necessary to promote active engagement in the processes of local government.


To be clear, the Council is not requesting the respective bodies to hold hybrid meetings at this time, which permit interested parties to participate in public forum through electronic means.  The Council seeks the bodies to provide access of viewing meetings in real time through media platforms such as Facebook and YouTube, among others.

Therefore, we ask that you keep these important considerations in mind as we continue to progress toward a more transparent government in which members of the public are able to easily see how their government is working for them. We are happy to provide any resources that your Board requires to make the necessary changes that we are promoting. If you wish to discuss further how to make your meetings more accessible and open, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Respectfully,



Council President Coyle		Councilmember Brescher	Councilmember Harris



Councilmember Patel		Councilmember Patil		Councilmember Poyner 
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