ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS FOR POLITICAL SCIENCE 420
INTERNSHIP IN POLITICAL SCIENCE (POLS 420)
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As part of the Internship in Political Science, students are required to submit weekly academic journals. These journals serve not just to record tasks accomplished but to facilitate student growth, both in the content of their internship and in their own personal development.
Journals constitute 50% of your course grade, and performance in placement constitutes 50%.
To submit journals, students need to log on to the course in Canvas and submit each journal as an assignment. Please do not attach documents, but rather cut and paste or enter them into the assignment page.
Journals are due every Sunday night at midnight.
The first journal entry is due Sunday, January 21st, even if you have not begun your internship.
 
Each journal should include a header with the following:
· Your name
· Your placement
· Your supervisor
· Your days and hours worked that week
Each journal should then:
· Chronicle your tasks performed during the week.
· Provide some analysis as to how those tasks fit in with the legislators larger responsibilities, and any content you may have learned throughout your studies (in Political Science courses, history courses etc.)
· Attempt to link your tasks and your legislator’s activities to current events reported in the news media.
· Describe any ways in which you sought or succeeded in working toward achieving your learning objectives.
· Assess what you can do in the week to come to help you achieve those objectives.
January 21, 2018 Journal
The first journal should include responses to the following questions:
What are your objectives in completing this internship?
What do you hope to achieve by May?
How might this internship help you refine or pursue your long-term goals?
March 9 – Interim Evaluations Returned from Placement Supervisors.
March 25 Journal
Have your objectives changed since starting the internship?
Do you see yourself pursuing careers related to your internship in the future?
Reevaluate what you hope to achieve by May.
How might this internship help you refine or pursue your long-term goals?
How can improve your performance/come closer to achieving your goals in the latter portion of the semester? 
May 6 Journal
What can you do to maximize the impact of your experience?
What would you have done differently if you were just starting your internship?
What next steps can you take to pursue your long-term goals?
May 7 -- Final Evaluations Returned from Placement Supervisors.
 

