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Dr. Brigid Callahan Harrison                                                                                            
Office: Dickson 205                                                     
Office Hours: Tuesdays, 12-2 p.m. and by appointment.
(973) 655-7923                                                                            
e-mail: harrisonb@montclair.edu
Goals and Objectives:
American Government and Politics is designed to enable students to gain a basic understanding of the theories upon which the institutions of the U.S. government are built, knowledge of the structure of these institutions and their role in the policy-making process, and the ability to analyze the effectiveness of the structure and the product of the political system.
A second goal of this course is for students to develop the skills that will enable them to remain informed about their government after the course has ended. It is also hoped that students will gain the information and tools necessary to facilitate their participation in the political process.
Required Texts:
Harrison, Harris, and Deardorff. American Democracy Now Sixth edition. McGraw-Hill Publishers. 2019. Students may purchase or rent any full text version of the text (loose leaf, ebook, hard cover) but it must be the 6th edition. NB: As required by state law, any proceeds from royalties from the sale of this text to Montclair State University students is donated to NJ state universities for student scholarships.

Course Requirements:
Students are expected to come to each class having read the assigned readings and ready to participate. Class participation and attendance count for 15% of the semester grade.
Students will complete a series of short written assignments both in and out of class. These assignments count for a total of 15 % of the semester grade.
Students will be quizzed periodically on readings and lectures. At the end of the semester, students may drop one quiz score (no exceptions). Quizzes count for 30% of the semester grade.
Students will take two examinations, one mid-term and one final. Each counts for 20% of the semester grade, for a total of 40%.
Instructor’s Policies:
Missed work: No written work or oral reports will be accepted late, as this is unfair to students who submit their work on time. In cases of emergency, students may arrange to submit written assignments through another individual or through email by the assignment deadline. Students will not be permitted to “make up” missed quizzes, as they can drop one quiz score. Students will not be permitted to “make up” an exam except in extreme documented emergencies.
Academic Honesty: Students are expected to submit their own original work intended for this course at all times. They also are expected to complete in-class assignments without the benefit of unapproved “aids.” In writing research assignments, they are expected to cite works used, including works quoted as well as those used for background research. Failure to do so constitutes academic dishonesty, and will be treated as such.
Cell phones and laptops: Cell phones, pagers, and laptops: Electronics and an important part of our lives and our learning, but unfortunately provide enormous distraction during classroom learning. Therefore, please turn your electronic devices off and store them in your book bags or under your seats during class. Laptops are banned from class unless a student has a written exception due to disability (and then must only use it for note-taking), or unless specifically required for an assignment. If you must have a cell phone on during class because of an exigent emergency, please turn it to vibrate and notify me before each class.  Otherwise, students will be penalized one percent for each time a cell phone sounds.  Students texting in class will be marked absent for that class
Course Summary:
 
	Date
	Details

	Tue Jan 21, 2020
		Chapter 1: People, Politics, and Participation
	 




	Tue Jan 28, 2020
		Chapter 2: The Constitution
	 




	Tue Feb 4, 2020
		Chapter 3: Federalism
	 




	Tue Feb 11, 2020
		Chapter Thirteen, The Presidency
	due by 2:30pm

	Quiz #1
	
	due by 2:30pm




	Tue Feb 18, 2020
		Chapter Twelve, Congress
	 




	Tue Feb 25, 2020
		Chapter Fifteen, The Judiciary
	 

	Quiz #2
	 




	Tue Mar 3, 2020
		Mid-Term Examination
	 




	Tue Mar 17, 2020
		Chap. Six, Public Opinion and Socialization




	Tue Mar 24, 2020
		Chapter Seven, Interest Groups




	Tue Mar 31, 2020
		Quiz #3


	Chapter Eight, Political Parties
	




	Tue Apr 7, 2020
		Chapter Nine, Campaigns, Elections, and Voting




	Tue Apr 14, 2020
		Chapter Ten, The Media and Politics




	Tue Apr 21, 2020
		Quiz #4

	
	due by 2:30pm

	Chap. Eleven, Politics and Technology
	
	due by 2:30pm




	Tue Apr 28, 2020
		
	Chapter 4: Civil Liberties
	due by 2:30pm




	Tue May 5, 2020
		
	Chapter 5: Civil Rights
	due by 2:30pm




	Tue May 12, 2020
		 
	Final Examination
	due by 2:30pm







