NOTICE OF CHANGE IN SERVICE STARTING JANUARY 2, 2019

Starting on January 2, 2019, when an emergency medical service call to the 911 dispatcher is initiated from Upper Freehold Township or Allentown, between the hours of 6:00 am and 6:00 pm, Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital EMS, operating out of the Allentown First Aid building, will respond to the medical emergency. As a private service, the ambulance company will send an invoice to the patient or their insurance provider. The Allentown First Aid Squad (AFAS) has appreciated the support of area residents for the past 75 years.  For the past eight years, with funds provided from the Upper Freehold Township Committee and the Allentown Borough Council and the Squad’s fund raising efforts, the AFAS has been paying for per-diem Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT’s) to assist with coverage during the day time hours. Unfortunately, the rising cost of providing per-diems has led the Squad to request that a private ambulance service provide the daytime coverage. With continued financial support from the UFT Committee and Borough Council, the AFAS will continue to provide coverage during the evening hours, from 6:00 pm to 6:00 am as well as continue to attend community football games, parades, festivals, etc. In addition, the Squad building will still be available for use by organizations and individuals as it is now. The Allentown First Aid Squad will continue to need your continued generous support; they still have the Squad building to maintain along with the ambulances and equipment. The need for volunteers remains, as they will continue to provide training to their riding members and recruit new members. EMT’s are welcome and the Squad will help to train anyone who is interested in becoming an EMT. 
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]For nearly two years, the UFT Committee and Borough Council have been planning for this transition with the assistance of the First Aid Squad.  Our goal is to provide the best services with a smooth transition.  Your patience is appreciated; if you have any questions, please contact Carol Floyd at the First Aid Squad at 609-259-2311 or Dianne Kelly, UFT Administrator at 609-758-7738 ext. 211.  
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