Township of Warren

Somerset County
46 Mountain Boulevard * Warren, New Jersey 07059
(908) 753-8000 * Fax (908) 757-9173 * www.warrennj.org

February 19, 2025
TO: NJ Anonymous
RE: OPRA 25-0109
Dear NJ Anonymous:

The Township of Warren received your Open Public Records Act (OPRA) request on 2/11/2025.
Please be advised that although the email was first sent on 1/28/25, it was sent to
creese(@warrennj.org. Cathy Reese retired as Township Clerk as of 12/31/24. The official
Records Custodian, Donna Hands, received your OPRA request on 2/11/2025. As such, the
seven (7) business day deadline to respond to your request is 2/21/25. This response to your
request is being provided to you on the 5" business day after the custodian’s receipt of said
request.

Your OPRA request sought access to the following:
1) Resolution 2025-064

2) Emails to Shaun Fine - keywords resolution 2025-064 or Fourth Round Affordable Housing
Obligation

3) Emails to Lisa Lontai - keywords resolution 2025-064 or Fourth Round Affordable Housing
Obligation

Included with this OPRA response is a copy of the first item requested, Resolution 2025-064.
Your request for copies of emails to Shaun Fine and to Lisa Lontai requires additional time
beyond the seven (7) business days to fulfill because it involves considerable time retrieving the
emails from both email addresses, reviewing the emails and redacting any necessary information.
OPRA allows custodians to seek extensions of time pursuant to N.J.S.A. 47:1A-5.i. Specifically,
OPRA states that, “the requestor shall be advised by the custodian when the record can be made
available. If the record is not made available by that time, access shall be deemed denied.”

Your request requires an extension of time until March 5, 2025.

If your request for access to a government record has been denied or unfilled within the seven (7)
business days required by law, you have a right to challenge the decision by the Township of



Warren to deny access. At your option, you may either institute a proceeding in the Superior
Court of New Jersey or file a complaint with the Government Records Council (GRC) by
completing the Denial of Access Complaint Form. You may contact the GRC by toll-free
telephone at 866-850-0511, by mail at P.O. Box 819, Trenton, NJ, 08625, by e-mail at
grc@dca.state.nj.us, or at their web site at www.state.nj.us/grc. The GRC can also answer other
questions about the law. All questions regarding complaints filed in Superior Court should be
directed to the Court Clerk in your County.

Sincerely,

Donna Hands, Township Clerk
Township of Warren

46 Mountain Boulevard
Warren, NJ 07059
908-753-8000 ext. 222
dhands@warrennj.org



TOWNSHIP OF WARREN
RESOLUTION NO. 2025-064

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING FOURTH ROUND AFFORDABLE HOUSING
PRESENT NEED AND PROSPECTIVE NEED OBLIGATION

WHEREAS, on March 20, 2024, Governor Murphy signed into law an Amendment to the Fair
Housing Act (N.J.S.A. 52:27D-301 et seq.) (“Amended FHA”); and

WHEREAS, the Amended FHA requires the Department of Community Affairs (“DCA”) to
produce non-binding estimates of fair share obligations on or before October 20, 2024; and

WHEREAS, the DCA issued a report on October 18, 2024 (“DCA Report”) wherein it reported
its estimate of the obligation for all municipalities based upon its interpretation of the standards
in the Amended FHA; and

WHEREAS, the DCA Report calculates Warren Township’s Fourth Round (2025-2035)
obligations as follows: a Present Need Obligation of 10 units and a Prospective Need Obligation
of 262 units; and

WHEREAS, the Amended FHA provides that the DCA Report is non-binding, thereby inviting
municipalities to demonstrate that the Amended FHA would support lower calculations of Fourth
Round affordable housing obligations; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:27D-304.3, a municipality’s average allocation factor is
comprised of the equalized nonresidential factor, income capacity factor and land capacity factor
and shall be averaged to yield the municipality’s average allocation factor; and

WHEREAS, the Amended FHA further provides that “[a]ll parties shall be entitled to rely upon
regulations on municipal credits, adjustments, and compliance mechanisms adopted by COAH
unless those regulations are contradicted by statute, including P.L. 2024, c.2, or binding court
decisions” (N.J.S.A 52:27D-311(m)); and

WHEREAS, COAH regulations authorize vacant land adjustments as well as durational
adjustments; and

WHEREAS, the DCA has released a Geographic Information Systems spatial data
representation of the Land Capacity Analysis for P.L. 2024, c.2 containing the vacant and
developable land information that serves as the basis for calculating the land capacity factor; and

WHEREAS, the Township has reviewed the lands identified by the DCA for the land capacity
factor with respect to the MOD-IV Property Tax List data, construction permit data, land use
board approvals, configuration, and accessibility to ascertain whether these identified
developable lands may accommodate development; and



WHEREAS, based on the foregoing, the Township relies on the DCA calculations of the
Township’s fair share obligations as modified herein to account for the Township’s review of the
lan@ls identified by the DCA for the land capacity factor with respect to the MOD-IV Property
Tax List data, construction permit data, land use board approvals, configuration, and accessibility
to gscertain whether these identified developable lands may accommodate development, and as
ther set forth in detail and explained in the attached memo prepared by the Township’s
fordable Housing Planner, and the Township seeks to commit to provide its fair share of 10

ngs in the Montvale case (MER-L-1778-24) or any other such action that alters the deadlines
or requirements of the Amended FHA; and

REAS, in the event that a third party challenges the calculations provided for in this
esolution, the Township reserves the right to take such position as it deems appropriate in

REAS, in light of the above, the Township Committee finds that it is in the best interest of
nship to commit to the modified present need and prospective need Fourth Round affordable
sing fair share numbers set forth herein, subject to the reservations set forth herein; and

REAS, in accordance with AOC Directive #14-24 dated December 13, 2024, the
hip Committee finds that, as a municipality seeking a certification of compliance with the

W, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of
en, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that: (1) the above Whereas clauses are
orporated herein and made part of this Resolution; (2) the Township hereby commits to a

h Round affordable housing Present Need obligation of 10 units and Prospective Need

hip Attorney shall file a Declaratory Judgment Complaint within 48 hours after adoption
of this Resolution attaching this Resolution and the memo of the Township’s Affordable
Hiusing Planner as an exhibit; (4) the Township Attorney is hereby authorized to submit and/or
fil¢ the within Resolution and attached memo from the Township’s Affordable Housing Planner
with the Program or any other such entity as may be determined to be appropriate; (5) the




Township Clerk shall post on the Township website this Resolution and the attached memo from
the Township’s Affordable Housing Planner; and (6) this Resolution shall take effect
immediately.

NAY | ABSTAIN | ABSENT

INTRODUCED | SECONDED | COMMITTEE | AYE
BLICK X
X FINE X
X KIAN X
CROSON X
LONTAI X
CERTIFICATION

L, Donna Hands, Clerk of the Township of Warren, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, do
hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Warren Township
Committee at a duly advertised public meeting held on Janyary 30, 2025.

Hids—

Donna Hands, Clerk




