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Connecting people, places, and things since 1994
+1.833.3PLANETwww.planet.netinfo@planet.net
June 1, 2020

Town of ___________
ATTN: _______________, Municipal Clerk

Dear ________________:

Planet Networks is in the process of upgrading and expanding its fiber optic network by deploying fiber optic cabling in the public right-of-way. This fiber optic cabling will be used to provide high-speed Internet access, phone services, and other ancillary Internet-enabled services to the businesses and residents of your municipality. Part of the planning process includes securing the permissions necessary for that deployment.

Obtaining consent from municipalities to locate and operate in the right-of-way is required under NJ statute. Planet Networks would like to receive non-site-specific consent granting permission to locate and operate in the right-of-way in the municipality on by attaching to existing and new utility poles and/or in underground conduits. As such, Planet Networks is requesting consent from the governing body of the municipality to use facilities lawfully erected in the public right-of-way for fiber optic cabling and respectfully requests to be placed on the next available agenda for consideration of this request by the governing body.

To facilitate this request, Planet Networks has provided a fact sheet with details of the proposal, a proposed form of resolution for adoption by the governing body, and relevant statutes for reference.

Questions about this proposal can be directed to Robert Boyle at (862) 300-3103 or robert@planet.net. Notices regarding this proposal and hearing date should be sent electronically to robert@planet.net or by mail to:
Planet Networks
Attn: Municipal Approvals
4 Park Place
Newton, NJ 07860

Sincerely,



Robert Boyle
CEO
Planet Networks, Inc.
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Fact Sheet

What is Planet Networks planning in our area?

Planet Networks is deploying fiber optic cable in the municipal and county rights-of-way in New Jersey, which enables Planet Networks to provide both high-speed fiber optic Internet and phone services to both businesses and consumers.

Fiber optic cable contains strands of glass fibers inside a protective casing. Light traveling via fiber optic cable enables long distance, high-performance data transmission and telecommunications. High speed fiber-optic Internet access enables speeds of hundreds of Gigabits are possible today with faster speeds in the future. Planet Networks already offers Gigabit and 10 Gigabit fiber Internet services which are 10 to 1000 times faster than services typically available from the phone and cable companies which still utilize copper wires for their consumer and small business services.

When will Planet Networks offer service in our area?

Planet Networks is deploying as quickly as we can. We fund new network builds internally from operating profits. The faster new customers sign up, the faster we can build. We begin planning our roll out for each municipality after we receive municipal consent for access to the right of way. We typically focus on major roads first and higher density housing areas. We will branch off from these areas to serve less dense areas over time.

Is Planet Networks using existing utility poles or installing new utility poles?

The consent that Planet Networks is seeking from the municipality is permission to operate in the public right of way. This consent will allow Planet Networks to construct fiber optic cabling utilizing existing poles and conduits located in the municipal right of way typically owned by the phone and power companies already serving the municipality.

Planet Networks will occasionally need to install a new pole when either: a.) there is not enough space available on an existing pole for Planet to attach and the work and disruption to services required to replace such a pole would not be feasible or b.) we need to serve a new area which does not have a pole where it is needed. When deploying fiber in neighborhoods with underground utilities, we will need to bury new conduit in the ground along the streets. We will work with the municipality to permit these additional uses within the right of way on a case by case basis.

Understanding the visual sensitivities of residents and leaders, Planet Networks is committed to first, using existing infrastructure, and second, only installing new infrastructure when necessary, and ensuring that any new infrastructure is in character with the existing streetscape. Additionally, Planet Networks will not install new wood poles that are taller than existing utility poles unless required to maintain safe street clearances for vehicles or to comply with relevant safety codes, nor will Planet install utility poles made of steel or other non-wood material in an area with existing wood utility poles.

What does Planet Networks seek from the municipality?

A provision of the New Jersey Public Utility Act, N.J.S.A. 48:3-18 (copy enclosed), permits any company (not necessarily public utilities) to use poles that have been lawfully erected in the public right-of-way. Where the second company is not itself a franchised utility, which is the case with Planet Networks, the consent of the municipality is required under N.J.S.A. 48:3-19 (copy enclosed). A form of proposed resolution for adoption to formalize such consent is attached.

Can the municipality reject the request?

Under Federal law, specifically Section 253 of the Federal Telecommunications Act, 47
U.S.C. 253 (copy enclosed), the municipality may not withhold approval, but it may impose reasonable conditions, such as requiring insurance and repair to any damage caused, which have been included in the attached proposed resolution.

Can the municipality negotiate free services for municipal building, our library, or our schools for this?

Planet Networks is a Competitive Local Exchange Carrier (CLEC) regulated by the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities. Planet is not a cable company seeking a franchise in the municipality. With respect to fees or costs to utilize the public rights-of-way, a municipality may only request "reasonable fees for actual services made by any municipal, regional or county governmental agency." N.J.S.A. 54:30A-124 (copy enclosed).
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What Sort of Fee is the municipality allowed to charge Planet Networks?

The municipality may not impose a tax on these facilities, but it is entitled to recover the reasonable costs for actual services that it incurs in reviewing and approving Planet Networks’ request. The relevant state statute is N.J.S.A. 54:30A-124 (copy enclosed).

What does Planet Networks NOT seek to do in the municipality?

Planet Networks is aware that many wireless service providers and other telecommunications infrastructure providers are also seeking consent from municipalities in New Jersey to install wireless transmitting equipment in the public rights of way also known as 5G towers a/k/a micro or nano cell towers. Planet Networks is NOT a cellular phone company and does not install antennas on telephone poles nor does Planet Networks operate any cellular wireless infrastructure. In fact, Planet’s agreements with the pole owners usually specifically prohibit this type of activity.
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