Many residents have reached out regarding the situation at the Heritage Minerals site. Please know I share your concerns and want you to know the latest information I received from our Police Chief on our enforcement program at the site.
  
Our Police Department has been working routinely with the Ocean County Sheriff’s Office, Toms River and Berkeley Township Police Departments, and the State Police on enforcement details particularly on weekends and holidays. To date, over 100 violations were issued including criminal trespass summons as well as other quality of life summons.   The Manchester Township Police Department and the Ocean County Sheriff’s Department have reminded the public that the site is PRIVATE PROPERTY. It is CLOSED for recreational and/or other use and it is a criminal offense to enter or remain on the property. In the interest of public safety, the Manchester Township Police Department continues to urge everyone to obey the “No Trespassing” signs posted at the site. Trespassers are subject to substantial fines and penalties up to and including incarceration for being on the property.

In an effort to combat these violations, we are introducing ordinances at the next Council meeting that doubles the fines for quality of life violations including noise and littering. I also directed our Township Attorney to review other possible legal avenues to address this issue. We will remain vigilant in enforcing our ordinances to protect everyone's quality of life. If you hear or see any suspected illegal activity, please call the police and report it immediately. 

