
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

June 23,  2025 

Charlie Kratovil 
opra+request-75495-6b0a7ef5@requests.opramachine.com 
 

Re: OPRA Request No. 14405, “Rainone Coughlin Minchello” 
 

Dear Mr. Kratovil,  

The OPRA Office of Essex County received your Open Public Records Act (hereafter 

“OPRA”) request on April 30, 2025. The official Records Custodian, George Seylaz., received 

your OPRA request on  April 30, 2025.. Your OPRA request sought access to the following: 

“Records requested: 
1) all signed contract(s) for Rainone Coughlin Minchello (RCM) in effect during 
2024. 
2) all bills/invoices received from the above firm for work done during 2024” 
 

The Department of Purchasing has produced ten (10) additional pages of records which are 

responsive to your request and same are enclosed with this response letter. These records are being 

provided to you in their properly redacted form, the legal justifications for which will are forth in 

detail below.  

It is well established that OPRA allows a custodian of records to either deny access to or 

redact that information which is exempt from access, under OPRA or any other law. Truland v. 

Borough of Madison, GRC Complaint No. 2006-88 (September 2007). Furthermore, OPRA’s 

definition of a “government record” intentionally exempts certain information from disclosure. 

N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1.1. defines that which constitutes a “government record” subject to public access 
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and also lists that information “which is deemed confidential” as it does not constitute a 

“government record.” N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1.1.  

In the enclosed records, you will notice that any account numbers have been properly 

redacted as this information does not fall within that which is considered a “government record.” 

This information was entrusted to Essex County with the expectation that it remain confidential 

and the disclosure of same would violate the reasonable privacy expectations. Therefore, same has 

been lawfully redacted in accordance with N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1.  

As all responsive records are enclosed with this letter, OPRA Request No. 14405 is now 

considered closed.  

If your request for access to a government record has been denied or unfilled within the 

seven (7) business days required by law, you have a right to challenge the decision by OPRA 

Office of Essex County to deny access. At your option, you may either institute a proceeding in 

the Superior Court of New Jersey or file a complaint with the Government Records Council (GRC) 

by completing the Denial of Access Complaint Form.  You may contact the GRC by toll-free 

telephone at 866-850-0511, by mail at P.O. Box 819, Trenton, NJ, 08625, by e-mail at 

grc@dca.state.nj.us, or at their web site at www.state.nj.us/grc. The GRC can also answer other 

questions about the law.  All questions regarding complaints filed in Superior Court should be 

directed to the Court Clerk in your County. 

 
Regards, 
George Seylaz 
George Seylaz 
OPRA Custodian of Records 
oprarequests@counsel.essexcountynj.org 
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