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January 13, 2022

VIA EMAIL (opra+request-28575-abc3b3ac@requests.opramachine.com)
Jordan Santiago

Re:	OPRA Request dated January 4, 2022

Dear Mr. Santiago:

The Borough of Paulsboro is in receipt of your Open Public Records Act (OPRA) request dated January 4, 2022.  The official Records Custodian, Kathy A. VanScoy, received your OPRA request on January 4, 2022.  As such, the seven (7) business day deadline to respond to your request is January 13, 2022.  This response to your request is being provided to you on the 7th business day after the custodian’s receipt of said request.

OPRA Request 

Your OPRA request sought access to the following:

1. A list of all residential single family, and multi family properties with code violations on them for the last 3 months from today. Address, and owner name provided please.
2. A list of all residential vacant land, single family and multi family properties that are currently in the probate process.
3. A list of all residential single family, and multi family properties that are in the eviction process.
4. A list of all residential vacant land, single family, and multi family properties that are going through the divorce process. 
5. A list of all residential single family and multi family properties that are delinquent on their utilities. Address, owner name, and balance owed provided please.
6. A list of all residential single family and multi family properties that are flagged abandoned.
7. A list of all residential single family and multi family properties that are fire damaged in the past month.
    8. A list of all residential single family and multi family properties that have had their utilities shut off for 6+ months

OPRA RESPONSE

Request #1

1. A list of all residential single family, and multi family properties with code violations on them for the last 3 months from today. Address, and owner name provided please.

Please be advised that there are no records responsive to this request.  The Borough does not maintain a list of residential single family and multifamily properties with code violations. 

Request #2

2. A list of all residential vacant land, single family and multi family properties that are currently in the probate process.

Please be advised that there are no records responsive to this request.  The Borough does not maintain a list of residential single family and multifamily properties that are currently in the probate process.  In addition, this request would require the Records Custodian to conduct research to determine what properties are currently in the probate process.  OPRA “does not, however, require custodians of government records to undertake research for a requestor.”  Bart v. Passaic Cty. Pub. Hous. Agency, 406 N.J. Super. 445, 451 (App. Div. 2009).
 
Request #3

3. A list of all residential  single family, and multi family properties that are in the eviction process.

Please be advised that there are no records responsive to this request.  The Borough does not maintain a list of residential single family and multifamily properties that are currently in the eviction process.  In addition, this request would require the Records Custodian to conduct research to determine what properties are currently in the eviction process.  OPRA “does not, however, require custodians of government records to undertake research for a requestor.”  Bart v. Passaic Cty. Pub. Hous. Agency, 406 N.J. Super. 445, 451 (App. Div. 2009).

Request #4

4. A list of all residential vacant land, single family, and multi family properties that are going through the divorce process. 

Please be advised that there are no records responsive to this request.  The Borough does not maintain a list of vacant land, single family and multifamily properties that are going through the divorce process.  In addition, this request would require the Records Custodian to conduct research to determine what properties are currently in the divorce process.  OPRA “does not, however, require custodians of government records to undertake research for a requestor.”  Bart v. Passaic Cty. Pub. Hous. Agency, 406 N.J. Super. 445, 451 (App. Div. 2009).

Request #5

5. A list of all residential single family and multi family properties that are delinquent on their utilities. Address, owner name, and balance owed provided please.

The Borough does not maintain a list of all residential single family and multi family properties that are delinquent on their utilities.  However, the Borough does maintain a list of all properties (not just residential) that are delinquent in water and sewer payments.  A list of those properties is attached hereto.

Request #6

6. A list of all residential single family and multi family properties that are flagged abandoned.

Attached hereto is a list of all properties listed on the Borough’s Abandoned Property List.

Request #7

7. A list of all residential single family and multi family properties that are fire damaged in the past month.

Please be advised there are no records responsive to this request. 

Request #8

    8. A list of all residential single family and multi family properties that have had their utilities shut off for 6+ months

The Borough does not maintain a list of all residential single family and multi family properties that have had the utilities shut off.  However, the Borough does maintain a list of all properties (not just residential) that have had their utilities shut off.  A list of the properties whose utilities have been shut off for 6+ months is attached hereto.

CONCLUSION

If your request for access to a government record has been denied or unfilled within the seven (7) business days required by law, you have a right to challenge the decision by the Borough of Paulsboro to deny access. At your option, you may either institute a proceeding in the Superior Court of New Jersey or file a complaint with the Government Records Council (GRC) by completing the Denial of Access Complaint Form.  You may contact the GRC by toll-free telephone at 866-850-0511, by mail at P.O. Box 819, Trenton, NJ, 08625-0819, by e-mail at Government.Records@dca.state.nj.us, or at their web site at www.state.nj.us/grc. The GRC can also answer other questions about the law.  All questions regarding complaints filed in Superior Court should be directed to the Court Clerk in your County.

Sincerely,

Kathy A. VanScoy
Municipal Clerk
Borough of Paulsboro
kvanscoy@paulsboronj.org
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