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Purpose:	To describe the authority and responsibilities of the Fire Chief and Asst. Fire Chief


I. AUTHORITY
N.J.S.A.40A:14-70.1 allows for a district to contract with a fire company and provides individual fire companies retain the right to appoint the chief of the fire company. The Fire Chief shall be directly responsible to the Board of Fire Commissioners for the efficient and routine day-to-day operations of their respective company.

II. FIRE CHIEFS RESPONSIBILITIES
A. Establish relations with the Board(s) of Fire Commissioners.
B. Establish and maintain helpful, cooperative relations with civic, recreation, and business organizations, schools and other groups, fire departments in other jurisdictions, and others interested in the maintenance of public safety.
C. Establish the internal organization of the fire department.
D. Prescribe the duties and assignments of all subordinates and personnel.
E. Have, exercise and discharge the functions, powers and duties of the Department.
F. Delegate such authority as deemed necessary for the efficient operation of the Department to be exercised under the Chief's direction and supervision.
G. Supervise the enforcement of all laws and ordinances within the legal jurisdiction of the fire department of the Township of Toms River.
H. Administer and enforce rules, regulations and special emergency directives for the discipline and disposition of the department and its officers and personnel.
I. Direct the establishment and maintenance of records and files.
J. Report, at least monthly, to the Board of Fire Commissioners on the operation of the department during the preceding month and make such reports as may be requested by such authority.

III. FIRE CHIEF/ASST. FIRE CHIEF DUTIES
A. Directs and oversees the activities of the fire department.
B. Plans, implements, and reviews departmental short and long-range goals.
C. Develops general policies for the administration of the department.
D. Prepares annual budgets and expenditures to be submitted to the fire commissioners.
E. Establishes operational standards for the department.
F. Attends conferences and seminars on fire administration to keep abreast of developments in the field.
G. Responds to alarms and directs activities at the scene of fires or emergencies.
H. Directs administrative functions including planning, personnel administration, equipment purchasing, and the allocation of resources within their fire company.

IV. FIRE CHIEF/ASST FIRE CHIEF SHALL HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF:
A. The principles, practices, methods, and equipment employed in modern fire fighting.
B. Fire hazards and fire prevention techniques.
C. The use of fire records and their application to fire prevention and fire protection administration.
D. The rules and regulations of the department and township laws and ordinances pertaining to fire prevention.

V. FIRE CHIEF/ASST FIRE CHIEF SHALL HAVE THE ABILIITY TO:
A. Direct and coordinate a multidisciplinary staff in firefighting, and fire service activities.
B. Perform a broad range of supervisory responsibilities over others.
C. Maintain discipline and respect of employees.
D. Communicate orally with customers, clients, or the public in face-to-face one-on-one settings, in group settings, or using a telephone.
E. Comprehend and make inferences from written material in the English language.
F. Observe, monitor, or compare data to determine compliance with prescribed operating standards.
G. Establish relationships and work cooperatively with city officials, employees, and the public.
H. Lead and command effectively in emergency situations.
I. Produce written documents with clearly organized thoughts using proper English sentence construction, punctuation, and grammar.
J. Review or check the work products of others for conformance to standards.
K. Work safely without presenting a direct threat to self or others
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