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SUBJECT:  RESUMPTION OF TRAINING DURING COVID 19

	

	EFFECTIVE DATE:  7-01-2020
	BY THE ORDER OF:  Toms River Bds of Fire Commissioners Dist. 1 & 2, individually

	SUPERSEDES ORDER #:  
N/A




Purpose:	To reopen the Fire Academy and resume training using safety precautions to reduce the spread of COVID-19.

Scope:	The staff of the Toms River Fire Academy and all individuals that attend for training, meetings and other functions held at the facility.

Procedure:

I. All staff and students should have a fever and symptom check evaluation completed each day prior to participating in training. Prior to reporting for rollcall, each student shall take their temperature at their residence to ensure they do not have a fever as per the guidelines set forth by the CDC. Upon arrival at the academy and at the commencement of each day, roll-call will be taken and, during that time, a fever check shall be administered to first the academy staff and then the students to ensure their temperatures are not higher than 100.4 °F (38 °C), as per the CDC’s definition of a fever. 

II. Academy Staff and students shall always maintain social distancing. Students should be divided in squads of NO MORE THAN eight students per squad/group while maintaining a minimum distance of six feet (6’) apart. Social distancing practices shall further be adhered to during meals and breaks. Academy staff and students should be the only personnel authorized in the designated training areas and classrooms. All others should be strictly prohibited. 
A. Classrooms will be prepared to allow for social distancing (spacing apart) of students.
1. All classrooms capacities have been reduced to allow for spacing.
2. Class sizes may have to be limited to allow for the above distancing. 

III. Academy staff and students are to practice proper hand hygiene by washing their hands frequently with soap and hot water for at least twenty seconds. In addition to soap and hot water, an alcohol-based sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol should be utilized. This should be done after touching surfaces and training equipment, as well as before and after utilizing personal protective equipment (PPE). Students should be reminded regularly not to touch their faces whatsoever with unwashed or unsanitized hands. 

IV. Throughout each training session, academy staff must closely monitor the students, frequently communicating and reinforcing safety measures to ensure that the safety protocols are being practiced, and most importantly, to lead by example. 

V. Upon dismissal, students should be reminded that once they arrive home, they should wash and decontaminate all clothing worn throughout the day before showering. 

VI. All staff and students must adhere to the routine of self-monitoring. It is essential to recognize the signs and symptoms of COVID-19 as soon as possible and to respond appropriately. Staff and students shall monitor and regularly check for: 
Fever – Cough - Shortness of Breath - Sore Throat – Malaise - Diarrhea
Chills – Shivering - Muscle Pain - Loss of Taste - Loss of Smell

A. Any staff or student who is symptomatic, and/or has tested positive for COVID-19 shall isolate themselves for no less than fourteen (14) calendar days. 
B. Every academy must stay up to date with current Executive Orders issued by Governor Murphy as well as staying current with CDC/DOH-issued guidelines. 

VII. General PPE Requirements for Staff and Students:
	Equipment
	Required
	Remarks

	Face covering / Surgical mask
	Yes
	During all aspects of training/testing unless actively utilizing Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) or during Physical Training (PT). 


	Gloves
	Yes
	During all aspects of training/testing which involve contact with training equipment. 


	Eye Protection
	Yes
	During all aspects of training/testing outside of the classroom unless actively utilizing SCBA or during PT training. 


	Turnout gear
	Yes
	During all aspects of training/testing as directed by the instructor. 
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