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SUBJECT:  TRENCH RESCUE
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Purpose:	The objective of the Trench Rescue Guideline is to serve as a reference document for firefighters in regards to training and response to trench rescue incidents.

Scope:	This document pertains to all personnel who will respond to a trench rescue incident.


I. Staffing
A. The most qualified personnel should staff the response to trench rescue incidents.
B. A minimum of two trench rescue teams should be called for. The first team for the rescue and the second team to act as a fast team.
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II. Initial Assignments
A. Recon Group - should be utilized to scout the incident scene and develop an incident action plan (IAP) as to initial equipment needs and rescue plan.
B. Trench Rescue Group - Directs the operation of the trench rescue.
C. Equipment / staging group - The balance of the rescue team should start gathering needed equipment.

III. Initial Operations
A. Command should remove all non-essential personnel from the trench area.
B. The Recon group should survey the scene and gather information.
C. The Trench Rescue Group Officer and Recon Group should develop an action plan based on the information gathered.
D. Trench rescue division officer should direct the operations of the trench rescue under the Incident action plan.
E. The equipment staging group should start to gather basic rescue and shoring equipment and pre stage it near the rescue site.
F. Members should deploy ground pads and start spoil pile removal if necessary.
G. Members should conduct air monitoring of the trench.

IV. Safety
A. All non-essential personnel should be removed from the HOT ZONE.
B. The hot zone should be cordoned off.
C. A safety officer shall be appointed.
D. A backup team should be called to the incident as a fast team.

V. Training
A. Members responding to trench rescue incidents shall have basic trench rescue training commensurate with OSHA 29 CFR 1926.650 and NFPA 1670.
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