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Township of Hamilton Police Continuation

Incident Repont Number Incident Location:

Incident Date:

06/01/2022

22-023971 5914 Main St,103, Mays Landing, NJ, 08330

NAMES

Involved Person

Samaritano, Jason C — Toms River,NJ, 08757

DOB:
i vl
Eyes :-

Phone 1!

Accused

sherwood, Scot NN '2ys Landing,NJ, 08330
oos : NN

phone 1 : (NN

Caller

Sherwood, Scott — Mays Landing,NJ, 08330
vo . QRN

prone 1NN

Reporting Officar(s): Payroll Number :
Atkinson, Christopher 134
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Township of Hamilton Police Continuation

Repart Number Incident Location: Incident Dato:

22-023971 5914 Main St, 103, Mays Landing, NJ, 08330 06/01/2022

Body Worn Camera Used

NARRATIVE

On Wednesday, June 1, 2022, at approximately 13:59 hours, Patrol was dispatched to the county
Public Defender's Office, located at{ijij [ [ [ . o 2 report of an unwanted person.

The caller advised the subject was acting belligerent and refusing to leave.

Upon arrival, | made my way up to the office and was advised by the employees that the subject had
already left. They told me that the caller, identified as Deputy Public Defender Scott Sherwood, was
also outside. | went back down in an attempt to speak to both of them.

An employee came with me in the elevator and, once we were on the ground floor, exclaimeg ,t‘r),e
unwanted subject was walking outside towards the front of the building.

| exited and approached Sherwood on the side of the building and advised that | would speak with him
in a moment after | made contact with the unwanted subject. | made my way to the front of the building
and Ofc. Pahang was already speaking with the subject, identified as Jason Samaritano. Samaritano
appeared agitated and upset.

Samaritano went on to explain he has been having disagreements with his attorney regarding his
impending cases and has "fired" her multiple times; he wished to represent himself pro se aqp was
requesting paperwork from the office such as copies of the discovery files and assomated charges

Today, Samaritano arrived at the office and was told by Sherwood and other employees that hjs
attorney was not in the office so they could not give him what he was looking for. Samaritano
explained to me he has had many interactions up to this point with Sherwood both in person and on
the phone. He advised Sherwood is always condescending and unprofessional towards him whenever
they speak. Samaritano said Sherwood told him to shut up at one point during their interaction today.
Next, | spoke to Sherwood. Sherwood advised Samaritano has been coming to the office regularly.
demanding he be given the paperwork from his cases. He also feels intimidated by Samantqno
because he will curse and yell when he does not get what he wants. Sherwood explained he went
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Township of Hamilton Police Continuation

Incident Report Number [incident Location: Incident Date:

22-023971 5914 Main St, 103, Mays Landing, NJ, 08330 06/01/2022

outside after Samaritano to tell him he would be willing to look for the paperwork Samaritano was
requesting, but could not get a word in edgewise due to Samaritano constantly talking over him.

| then went back over to Samaritano and told him that Sherwood was willing to go into the attorney's
office and look for the paperwork he was requesting in an attempt to deescalate the situation.
Samaritano indicated he has had it with Sherwood's behavior and wanted to sign a complalnt agalnst
him for harassment.

At this point, Samaritano went on a complete tangent about how the entire state Public Defender's
Office is corrupt, along with attorneys and judges, and that there is currently an open investigation on
the entire office. He stated that he has previously had members of the New Jersey State Police Anti
-Corruption Unit come to his residence to discuss the corruption. Samaritano also explained he has
made a report to the FBI and that the Department of Homeland Security is going to be getting involved
as well.

' Xi Cla
| then told him | would meet with Sherwood and obtain the files he wanted and we would move forward

frbm there.

| met Sherwood inside the building and was handed numerous files pertaining to Samaritano's cases.
Sherwood advised he no longer wants Samaritano to come to his office. | advised | would relay the
message and thanked Sherwood for his assistance and went back outside. '
| gave Samaritano the files and he was still very adamant about signing a citizen complaint so Ofc.
Pahang and | explained the process and advised it would be beneficial if Samaritano reported to
Police Headquarters. Samaritano stated he would respond soon. Prior to my departure, | adViééd
Samaritano that he was no longer permitted at the Public Defender's Office, to which he responded
that he would not be going back.

A short while later, Samaritano arrived and completed a Certification in Support of Probable Céﬁse.
Complaint 0180 S 2022 002473 was generated and signed in all appropriate spots by Samaritano.

Complaint forwarded to court for service.

See Body Worn Camera (BWC) for full detail. R
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Township of Hamilton Police Continuation
[Incident Report Number lincident Location: Incident Date: '
22-023971 5914 Main St,103, Mays Landing, NJ, 08330 06/01/2022
Nothing further to report.
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Township of Hamilton Police Continuation
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Nelson, Nicole OPQA * 1675
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From: Erin <opra+request-35482-30f8e894@requests.opramachine.com>

Sent: Thursday, September 22, 2022 7:03 PM

To: HTPD.Records

Subject: [BULK) OPRA request - Police report involving Deputy Defender Scott Sherwood

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Hamilton Township Police Department,
This is a request for public records made under OPRA and the common law right of access. | am not required to fill out
an official form. Please acknowledge receipt of this message.
Records requested:
1.) Police report for June 1, 2022 incident involving Deputy Defender Scott Sherwood.

Yours faithfully,

Erin

Please use deliver records electronically via email to the below UNIQUE address for all replies to this request:”
opratrequest-35482-30f8e894 @requests.opramachine.com

Is htpd.records@townshipofhamilton.com the wrong address for OPRA requests to Hamilton Township Police
Department? If so, please contact us using this form:
https://opramachine.com/change_request/new?body=htpd

Disclaimer: This message and any reply that you make will be published on the internet. Our privacy and copyright
policies:

https://opramachine.com/help/officers

View this OPRA request & responses online:

https://opramachine.com/request/police_report_involving_deputy_d

Please note that in some cases publication of requests and responses will be delayed.

If you find this service useful as an OPRA custodian, please ask your web manager to link to us from your organisation's
website.




