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NARRATIVE / CONTINUATION REPORT

. DEPARTVENT 2. ORI NO. 4. DEPT. CASENO. 4. FROS, CASE NO, 5. INGIDENY NO.

WATCHUNG NJ0182100 | 07-10034

*4#70 INTERNAL EMPLOYEE THEFT INVESTIGATION AT THE WATCHUNG WALMART, TOTAL VALUE $22,892.10

ON FRIDAY 10/12/2007 AT APPROX 1708 HOURS, W.P.D. WAS CONTACTED BY WALMART LOSS PREVENTION
PERSONNEL IN REGARDS TO AN INTERNAL EMPLOYEE THEFT INVESTIGATION THAT THEY HAD BEEN CONDUCTING. MR
RAY VITELLARO OF LOSS PREVENTION EXPLAINED THAT THEY HAD TWO EMPLOYEES IN CUSTODY, ONE FOR AN
INDICTABLE AMOUNT, AND THE OTHER ON A DISORDERLY PERSONS OFFENSE. _

OFC SMITH RESPONDED TO WALMART AND PLACED EMPLOYEE LASHANDA MITCHELL UNDER ARREST FOR
SHOPLIFTING ( RECEIVING MERCHANDISE THAT WAS UNDER-RANG BY WANDA HENDRICKS) ON WALMART'S COMPLAINT.
MS MITCHELL WAS TRANSPORTED TO W.P.D., HQTS AND PROCESSED. JUDGE SASSO WAS CONTACTED AND BAIL WAS
SET AT $1,500.00 WITH A 10% OPTION. WARRANT #W-2007-000270 WAS PROCESSED, AND MS MITCHELL WAS RELEASED
ON $150.00 BAIL PENDING A WATCHUNG MUNICIPAL COURT DATE. -

OFC SMITH AND | THEN RESPONDED TO WALMART FOR THE SECOND EMPLOYEE, MS WANDA HENDRICKS. WE MET
WITH MR VITELLARO WHO EXPLAINED HIS INVESTIGATION TO US. MR VITELLARO STATED THAT WALMART LOSS .
PREVENTION EMPLOYEES HAVE BEEN INVESTIGATING MS HENDRICKS FOR THE PAST FEW MONTHS. LOSS PREVENTION
PUT TOGETHER A SPREAD SHEET WHICH DOCUMENTS THE THEFTS ALONG WITH CORRESPONDING VIDEO
SURVEILLANCE FOOTAGE FOR EACH INCIDENT. MS HENDRICKS WAS PROCESSING FRAUDULENT RETURNS (AT THE
CUSTOMER SERVICE DESK) THEN POCKETING THE MONEY. SHE WAS ALSO UNDER-RINGING MERCHANDISE FOR
CUSTOMERS. A REGIONAL LOSS PREVENTION OFFICER TOOK A SIGNED WRITTEN STATEMENT FROM MS HENDRICKS
WHERE SHE ADMITS HER INVOLVEMENT, AND ESTIMATES THAT SHE STOLE AROUND $200,000.00. BASED UPON THE
VIDEO SURVEILLANCE EVIDENCE, MS HENDRICKS ADMISSION, AND WALMART'S SPREAD SHEET WHICH DOCUMENTS
THE THEFTS, MS HENDRICKS WAS PLACED UNDER ARREST FOR INDICTABLE THEFT AND TRANSPORTED TO W.P.D. HQTS
(SEE WALMART'S SPREAD SHEET, WRITTEN STATEMENT FOR MORE INFORMATION).

_UPON ARRIVAL AT HQTS MS HENDRICKS WAS PROCESSED, THEN TURNED OVER TO DET LYONS AND | FOR
INTERVIEWING PURPOSES. DET LYONS READ MS HENDRICKS HER MIRANDA WARNINGS FROM THE W_P.D. FORM. MS
HENDRICKS SIGNED OFF ON LINES 1-5 AND IN THE WAIVER PORTION AGREEING TO SPEAK WITH THE POLICE IN
REGARDS TO THIS INCIDENT. M$ HENDRICKS STATED THAT SOMETIME IN LATE JULY 2007,SHE STARTED COMMITTING
THEFTS BY PROCESSING FRAUDULENT RETURNS THEN POCKETING THE MONEY. MS HENDRICKS WOULD SCAN THE BAR
CODE FROM A RECEIPT, THEN PLACE THE RETURNED MONEY INTO A BAG WHICH SHE WOULD LATER TAKE. MS
HENDRICKS WOULD ALSO PROCESS A RETURN WHERE THE CUSTOMER WOULD GET CASH BACK; BUT ALSO LEAVE
WITH THE RETURNED MERCHANDISE. SHE DID THIS BECAUSE SHE HAS A CHILD, AND HIT HARD TIMES FINANCIALLY. MS
HENDRICKS COMMITTED APPROX 20-25 OF THESE TYPES OF THEFTS POCKETING APPROX $3,000. MS HENDRICKS
RECEIVED APPROX $300.00 A DAY, 3 TIMES A WEEK ON AVERAGE. o

SOMETIME THERE AFTER, A CASHIER WHO GOES BY THE NAME "MS MARY", APPROACHED MS HENDRICKS AND
TOLD HER THAT SHE KNEW WHAT SHE WAS DOING AND IF IS HENDRICKS DIDN'T HELP HER FRIENDS OUT, SHE WOULD
REPORT HER TO LOSS PREVENTION. ON A WEEKLY BASIS "MS MARY" WOULD SEND FRIENDS AND RELATIVES TO MS
HENDRICKS REGISTER TO BE UNDER-RUNG. MS MARY INSTRUCTED MS HENDRICKS ONLY TO RING UP THE SMALLER
ITEMS, BECAUSE HER FRIENDS COULDN'T AFFORD THE LARGER ONES. THIS PROCESS OCCURRED ALL THE WAY UP TO
TODAY'S DATE. MS HENDRICKS DIDN'T RECEIVE ANY BENEFIT FOR UNDER-RINGING MS MARY'S FRIENDS. MS '
HENDRICKS ESTIMATED THAT THE FRAUDULENT RETURNS AND UNDER-RINGING CAME TO APPROX $200,000.00. (SEE
TAPED STATEMENT TRANSCRIPT FOR DETAILED INFORMATION REGARDING THE INTERVIEW).

1 CONTACTED THE SOMERSET COUNTY PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE FOR CASE SCREENING. THE CASE WAS SCREENED
BY A.P. LANKFORD WHO AUTHORIZED THE FOLLOWING: THEFT BY DECEPTION 3RD DEGREE, SHOPLIFTING 3RD DEGREE,
AND THAT MS HENDRICKS BE RELEASED ROR. MS HENDRICKS SIGNED THE NOTICE OF FIRST APPEARANCE FORM AND

VWAS RELEASED. _ :
=+CASE TO BE SENT TO THE SOMERSET COUNTY PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF THE ABOVE CHARGES.

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WERE PLAGED INTO EVIDENCE BY THIS DETECTIVE: WALMART'S SPREAD SHEET, WALMART'S
SIGNED WRITTEN STATEMENT, W.P.D. SIGNED MIRANDA WARNING FORM, TAPED STATEMENT, MISC. RECEIPTS, (18) CD-R

DISCS CONTAINING VIDEQ SURVEILLANCE (SEE EVIDENCE REPORT).
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Watchung Police Department

_ 840 Somerset Street, Watchung, NJ 07069
Phone: 908-756-3663 Fax: 908-756-1202 Mun. Code: 1821
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rrested For Shoplifting At Walmart
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Watchung Police Department
840 Somerset Street, Watchung, NJ 07069
Phone: 908-756-3663 Fax: 908-756-1202 Mun. Code: 1821
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