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POLICY:

The primary responsibility of the Police Department is the delivery of public safety services to its citizens.  A request for medical assistance by the public is a prime example of this responsibility. It is the policy of this department to provide effective and efficient medical care to those who require it in the pre-hospital environment. 

PROCEDURE:

I.	QUALIFICATIONS OF OFFICERS

A.	Officers will receive First Responder and CPR/SAED certification.

	1.	 Officers will re-certify as required by the certifying agency’s standards. 

II.	PATROL VEHICLE EQUIPMENT

A.	Officers will check all emergency equipment in their police vehicle prior to their tour of duty and replace used equipment as needed.

B.	A medical kit, containing first aid and oxygen supplies, will be maintained in each patrol vehicle.

			1.	Oxygen tanks will be filled when they reach one-quarter capacity.

2.	Full oxygen units will be maintained at police headquarters for replacement when needed.

C.	Cold Weather Considerations
	
	1.	SAED’s will be maintained in each patrol vehicle. In the colder weather the defibrillators need to be kept warm in the front of the vehicle. 

		a.	The cold weather affects the battery life and its effectiveness. If this occurs the unit cannot be used until the battery is warmed up. 
	
			2.	Oxygen equipment is also affected by the cold weather. The medical kit should be kept warm in the front of the vehicle.

					a.	The plastic oxygen delivery devices, nasal cannula and non-rebreather masks, will not be as pliable in colder weather, making them less effective and difficult to use.

D.	It will be the responsibility of the Administrative Specialist to assure that all depleted oxygen bottles and fire extinguishers are replenished and any damaged or missing equipment replaced.

III.	DISPATCHING OF PATROL UNITS AND FIRST AID SQUADS TO SCENE

A.	All medical calls will be channeled through the Communications Desk.

B.	The Communications Officer will complete the following: 
	
	1.	Obtain the location of call (address)

	2.	Determine if it is an emergency and nature of the call. 

	3.	Dispatch Patrol units to the scene
	
	4.	Obtain a callback telephone number

	5.	Obtain the name of the caller. 

	6.	Forward the call to MICCOM for pre-arrival instructions by pressing the F3 button on the PSAP station when the call is received through the 9-1-1 system.

	7.	Dispatch the appropriate Denville First Aid Squad as per Fire Department Dispatch Procedures.

	8.	Enter the call into the CAD system.

C.	A Patrol Unit will be dispatched to all medical calls for service. 

	1.	In the event that all the Patrol Units are busy, the Shift Commander may decide not to send a Patrol Unit to the call. 

IV.	NOTIFICATION OF MICU

A.	The MICU will be notified by MICCOM as part of the pre-arrival instruction protocols.

	V.	PAID EMS FOR ST. CLARE’S HOSPITAL FACILITIES. 

		A.	St. Clare’s Hospital will provide their own EMS and ALS units to respond to their facilities, 24 hours per day, 365 days per year..

			1.	These facilities are:
				(a)	122 Diamond Spring Rd, St. Francis Health Resort
				(b)	9 Pocono Rd
				(c) 	16 Pocono Rd
				(d)	19 Pocono Rd, Franciscan Oaks
				(e)	21 Pocono Rd
				(f)	23 Pocono Rd
				(g)	50 Morris Ave. 
					
	
			2.	The Denville First Aid Squad will not be dispatched on these calls unless St. Clare’s is unable to respond. 

				
VI.	ASSISTING FIRST AID PERSONNEL AT SCENE

A.	Officers will acknowledge receipt of the first aid call and proceed in accordance with the department’s policy on Emergency Response. (See V3C1).

B.	Upon arrival, officer will update communications and other responding units of the condition of patient.

C.	Officers will use universal precautions (BSI, PPE) at all times.

D.	The officer(s) will render appropriate medical care.

E.	The officer(s) will turn over patient care to medical personnel of equal or higher training.

F.	In the event of an apparent crime, the first arriving officer at the scene will be in charge and protect the scene until relieved by a higher ranking officer.

VII.	SUDDEN CARDIAC ARREST

A. If the officer observes the victim has ceased to breathe and there is no sign of circulation or heartbeat, the officer is to immediately administer resuscitative efforts in accordance with the Red Cross Standards or American Heart Association standards.

1. Trained Officers will apply the SAED to the patient.

a. Upon completion of the call, the officer will generate a computer report and print 2 copies.
(1)	One copy will be submitted as the IR for the call.
(2)	One copy is to be delivered to the Emergency Department. 
				

VIII.	TRANSPORTING PATIENTS TO HOSPITAL

A.	Ambulance squad will be responsible for transporting all patients.

B.	As a matter of routine, police cars will not escort an ambulance by driving in front of it.

C.	Police cars may provide necessary coverage to enhance transportation from scene to medical facility such as controlling traffic at intersections.
 		
		D.	Patients will not be transported in police vehicles.

E.	Transportation of injured arrested persons or injured prisoner will be done by ambulance, and officer will stay with the arrested person/prisoner. 

	IX.	NEW JERSEY STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH MEDEVAC HELICOPTERS

		A.	Air Medical Transport will be requested through the State REMCS Regional Center in Newark 1-800-332-4356

B.	Stand-by Requests 
			
1.	 Any responder to the scene or a dispatcher may place the helicopter on “Stand-By” if there is reason to believe that air medical transport may be needed. 

		C.	Fly requests

1.	Once medical personnel arrive at the scene, they will determine whether the air medical transport is required and then request a lift off.

	a.	Air medical transport may be requested to be dispatched by the following personnel, who are present at the scene:
		(1)	Fire Service Personnel who are also EMS providers
				(2)	Police Officers
		(3)	Emergency Medical Technicians
		(4)	Mobile Intensive Care Paramedics/Nurses	
		(5)	Physicians

2.	A helicopter request may also be cancelled or re-called by the highest trained medical personnel on scene.
		
	X.	DEATH PRONOUNCEMENT AND REMOVAL

A.	Pronouncement of death can only be made by:

	1.	A doctor 

	2.	A Nurse

	3.	A paramedic working with an MICU.

[bookmark: _GoBack]		B.	No decedent may be removed unless the Medical Examiner’s Office grants permission.		
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