


	
DENVILLE TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT
POLICY & PROCEDURES

	[image: PATCH300 (2)]

	VOLUME: 4
	CHAPTER: 5
	# OF PAGES: 6

	

	
SUBJECT: FIRE CALLS

	

	BY THE ORDER OF: 
Chief of Police Christopher Wagner
	ACCREDITATION STANDARDS: N/A

	Effective Date:  02-05-2014
	SUPERSEDES ORDER #:  V5 C3





POLICY:

In order to provide maximum efficiency when coordinating a call for fire and police assistance, it is necessary to establish specific areas of responsibility. It is recognized that one incident may require fire, first aid and police response simultaneously. This can result in confusion between all responding agencies. In order to prevent such confusion, clear guidelines have been established to delineate each individual agency's responsibilities.

PROCEDURE:

I.	COMMUNICATIONS PROCEDURE:

A.	A Fire company will be dispatched to any reportable fire or other type of emergency. This will include, but may not be limited to, the following:

l.	Alarms

a.	Private smoke alarms
b.	Alarms which are received from an outside agency.


2.	Odor of identified origin

a.	Natural gas
b.	Gasoline leak
c.	Chlorine gas
d.	Odor of smoke

3.	Motor vehicle accidents involving entrapment.

4.	Chemical Spills

a.	Known flammable liquids
b.	Unknown substance or chemicals which may prove to be a hazard

5.	Pump Outs

a.	Emergency involving imminent hazard of fire
b.	Other requests for pump out of water from flooding
 
B.	The Fire Department will be dispatched according to their respective companies unless otherwise notified. It shall be incumbent on the fire department to supply the Communications Center and Police Chief with the geographical areas of each company.

1.	Mutual Aid information.
2.	Location and name of industries which may be using hazardous substances and materials.
3.	Names and addresses of mentally or physically handicapped persons which may need help in vacating their residence along with the type of handicap involved.

C.	General Alarms will be dispatched when reports are received from the following building types:
l.	All schools when occupied and in session.
2.	All nursing homes.
3.	All senior citizen complexes.

D. An ambulance shall be dispatched to all fires.

E. When dispatching the fire department, activate the home alert unit of the respective company. Dispatch the location and nature of call and pass on to the responding units any new or pertinent information as you receive it.  This may include, but is not limited to:

l.	Intensity of fire
2.	Whether the structure is occupied or injuries are known 
 
F.	When the fire department is called for their district, the officers in charge will advise the dispatcher if any additional help is required. The fire officer in charge will determine what equipment and vehicles should respond.


II.	PATROL OFFICER RESPONSIBILITY

A.	A patrol officer will be dispatched to the scene of all general alarms, reports of entrapment or where there is any Denville Township property involved.  All other reports of fire will be handled on an as needed basis, depending upon manpower availability, or if requested by the first arriving fire officer.

B.	Upon arrival at the scene of a fire, the patrol officer shall:

l.	Render aid to the injured.
2.	Secure the scene.
a.	Prevent onlookers from hampering firefighters, control traffic, aid in crowd control.

b.	Protect scene and its contents from unauthorized entry or handling of potential evidence.

3.	Be observant for witnesses or potential suspects.

4.	Make note of color of smoke, rapid spurt of flames, color of flames. Pass all information on to the first arriving fire officer.

 			5.	Aid the fire officer in charge with any reasonable request.

 		C.	Patrol units responding to fire alarms for schools, churches, private 
	homes, stores, shopping centers, industrial buildings or motor vehicle accidents,
	will respond directly to the fire call. If information is available from the dispatcher
	that the fire is not of a serious nature, patrol units in the other district may respond to assist with police activities at the scene.  

                        D.	For any report of a brush fire, the patrol unit in the district wherein the fire was reported will respond directly to the fire scene. Patrol units in the other district may respond to assist with police activities at the scene.  

E.	As soon as the officer in charge has determined the extent and seriousness of the fire, he/she will take the proper steps in assigning the patrol manpower. If the fire is under control, only the officer in that district will be required at the scene.  If the fire is of a serious nature, the officer in charge will see to it that whatever assistance can be rendered to the fire company, will be accomplished promptly and with full cooperation.

F. The police have the responsibility at all fire scenes to engage in crowd control, keeping people away from danger, and to ensure traffic flows as efficiently and smoothly as possible. If property, mainly buildings, is involved, security measures shall be taken to protect the contents and keep all spectators away and see that no items are taken from the building. 

It is the most important function of the police at all fire calls to make an earnest attempt to save a life, if people are trapped in the fire. The first and ultimate responsibility of the policeman at the scene is to attempt to rescue these people. If the patrol at the scene ascertains that the fire is of a suspicious nature, they will make all attempts and efforts to secure the scene, protect all evidence and have the investigator on call notified immediately.
                    G.	The dispatcher will relate whatever information is given to them from the patrol officer in reference to the fire directly to the fire companies when they sign on the air.

(l)	This could be exact location, seriousness or extent of the fire; whether or not people are in the building or auto; hydrant location; or whether the fire company could respond in a non-emergency (10-18) fashion.

		(2)	The dispatcher shall advise the fire company of any unusual
			conditions that may exist along the response route.

a.	Road construction
b.	Serious traffic accident
c.	Trees or wires down
d.	Flooding

II.	REPORTING PROCEDURES

A.	On fire calls, where no violation of criminal codes, local ordinances or administrative codes have been violated, only a CAD entry will be required

B.	Investigative reports will be required on all fire calls where a violation of the above may be present, any time an investigator is called to the scene, or for any of the following reasons;

l.	Fatality or serious injury to a civilian, firefighter or other official. 
2.	Explosions.
 		3.	All major working fires involving a nursing home, church, school, office or 
			apartment complex, shopping mall, government building or other multiple 
			structure.

4.	All structure fires of incendiary or suspicious origin.
5.	All fires of undetermined origin where damage exceeds $l0,000.
6.	All structure fires regardless of cause where damage exceeds $25,000.
7.	All vehicle fires where damage exceeds 75% of value.
8.	All brush fires, farm crop damage exceeding five acres, public parkland damage exceeding two acres or other woodland damage exceeding twenty acres.

C.	In the event of a dispute or communications problem between a police officer and a fire officer, no exchange is to take place at the scene.

l.	The police officer shall immediately notify their shift commander or supervisor	
2.	If necessary, bring the dispute to the attention of the police and fire chiefs for                                       mediation.

IV.	NOTIFICATION OF PROPER AUTHORITY

A.	The following authorities will be notified for any fire or event in Section III., B.l-8:

1.	Chief of Police
2.	Fire Official
	3.	Morris County Arson Squad 
	The assigned detective or supervisor on scene will contact the Morris County Prosecutors Office                        

C.	Other Authorities.
l.	Hazardous material incidents
a.	Department of Environmental Protection and Emergency (DEPE)
b.	Denville Township OEM coordinator/or deputies

2.	Fires involving bottled or natural gas directly on the premises
.
a.       Local gas company: Arrangements should be made for a local company 
	to respond in case an emergency arises involving natural gas.

3         Incidents needing electricity disconnected from a structure:

a.      Notify JCP&L

4   	Fires involving food establishments

a. Denville Township Health officer.

5        Fires involving the removal of deceased, injured or live animals

a. Duty Animal Control Officer.

6        When an incident occurs involving a fire, water or smoke damage that precludes
       occupants from re-entering a residence.	

a. Building Code enforcement Official

b. Fire Code Official

 
V.	AUTHORITY AT THE SCENE OF A FIRE


A.	N.J.S.A. 40:14-54.l

l.	"The Fire Chief is specifically charged with the duty of supervising and directing the operations at the fire scene and is to be the sole authority at the scene of a fire."

2.	At the scene of a "non-fire" which requires the attendance of a fire company, the Police Department is responsible for the scene.



VI.	MISCELLANEOUS PROCEDURES

A. [bookmark: _GoBack]Radio Testing: A fire department home paging unit test will be sounded at 1800 hours daily for the Denville Township Fire Department.

B.	Malfunctions: Whenever there is a malfunction of the communications system base, failures shall be reported to the Support Services Commander or Chief of Police. 

C.	Cancellation of Fire Calls: The Fire Company may be canceled only by the Fire Chief or other fire officer.
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