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145. Crash Description/Narrative

On April 10™, 2025 at approximately 1400 hours, | P.O. Anthony Ringle #340 was notified via cell phone by
Sergeant Falzarano #269 in reference to a serious head-on motor vehicle crash resulting in fatal injuries and
serious bodily injury. As the on call Traffic Safety Officer, | responded to the crash scene located on Toms River
Road/ County Road 571 near Lakehurst Avenue.

Upon my arrival, | met with Sgt, Falzarano #269, P.O. Lasko #252, P.O. Chesney #195 and P.O. Cilento #335 who
|were already on scene. | was briefed with the known facts by Sgt. Falzarano #269 and P.O. Lasko #252. Based
on initial investigation, a 2013 Ford Explorer (VIN# 51FM5K8F87DGA52875) driven by Marliyn Perez Reyes (NJ
DL: P26795220057002) was traveling south on Toms River Road approximately .3 miles south of Lakehurst
Avenue. The vehicle was occupied with a passenger identified as Amavi Luna (4 yrs. old) in the rear center
seating area. Amavi Luna was located behind the driver seat restrained in a booster seat. As Ms. Perez Reyes
was in transit, she failed to maintain her lane of travel crossing the double solid yellow line entering the north
bound lane. Ms. Perez Reyes did not attempt to re-enter her lane of travel. Ms. Perez Reyes impacted a 2011
Chevrolet HHR {VIN # 3GNBABFWXBS567512) resulting in a head on collision in the north bound lane of Toms
River Road. The 2011 Chevrolet HHR was driven by Randy L Rittenhouse {(NJ DL# R47176407308576) with a
passenger identified as Elizabeth D Rittenhouse (NJ DL# R47172126452645). Mrs. Rittenhouse was seated in the
front passenger seat. Mr. Rittenhouse was trapped in the driver seat with fatal injuries. Mrs. Rittenhouse was
removed from the front passenger seat, EMS conducted life saving measures, while transporting her to
Monmouth Medical Southern Campus. Mrs. Rittenhouse succumbed from her from her injuries. Ms. Perez
Reyes was transported to Jersey Shore Medical Center.
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At this time the severity of her injuries are unknown. Amavi Luna transported via medivac to Jersey Shore Medical
Center Pediatric Intensive Care Unit. Amavi Luna had a large face laceration specifically to her forehead area. The
extent and severity of her injuries are unknown at this time.

At this time, | conducted a preliminary examination of both vehicles and the roadway. The weather was overcast and 47
degrees, the roadway was dry without any profound deficiencies. While examining the roadway, | observed three
gouges in the roadway in the north bound lane. | observed tire marks from the north bound lane off the road way 10
feet into the grassy area where the Chevrolet HHR Final Rest. | did not observe any skid marks from the Ford Explorer.
There was a faint tire marking in the roadway, unknown if the mark was related to this crash. The Ford Explorer’s final
rest was facing North West with approximately 80% of the vehicle in the north bound lane. The front end had major
crush damage from the head on impact. | observed the driver side seat belt was extended and locked, along with
multiple air bag deployments. | continued to the rear seating area, observed a child booster seat located behind the
driver seat. While examining the child booster seat, | observed the rear tether was not secured to the rear of backseat.
The five point harness had blood on the belts and plastic clips. On the rear of the driver seat, | observed marking
indicating Amavi Luna’s face impacted the rear seat. |then examined the Chevrolet HHR observing the front end of the
vehicle had major crush damage from the head on impact. | observed Mr. Rittenhouse trapped in the vehicle. Once Mr.
Rittenhouse was extricated from the vehicle, the seatbelt was cut by the fire department. The seat belt was extended in
the locked position. The steering wheel was bent in half with multiple airbags deployed. | continued to the passenger
side observing the front seat belt was extended and locked. The seat belt was also cut by the Fire Department.

While on scene, | spoke with Ocean County Medical Examiner Mike Tallant who advised Elizabeth D Rittenhouse was
pronounced at 1440 hours by Dr. Raja of Monmouth Medical Southern Campus. Randy L Rittenhouse was pronounced
at 1654 hours by Dr. Neyman of Community Medical Center. OCME contacted Oliverie Funeral Home to transport the
decedent. Once the funeral home arrived, they took possession of the decedent. They transported the decedent to the
Ocean County Medical Examiner’s Office pending post mortem autopsy.

~

Ocean County Sheriffs Department CSI (Det. Healey #96 and Det. Laudicna #140) were on scene to photograph,
document, and process the crash scene. While checking the Ford Explorer glove compartment for the insurance
information, | located a white envelope containing $1,900 dollars in cash. The cash was counted and photographed. |
secured the envelope in an evidence bag to be secured in evidence at Jackson Township Police Department. All of Mr.
Rittenhouse’s property was secured in an evidence bag to be secured in evidence at Jackson Township Police

Department. -

Once the vehicles were removed from the roadway, | marked the road way for evidence. This area of Toms River Road/
County Road 571 is a heavily traveled roadway described as a singled two lane roadway east and west bound with a
double solid yellow centerline. The south bound lane measured 12 feet 10 inch wide with a 2 foot 10 inch shoulder. The
north bound lane measured at 12 feet 6 inches with a 4 feet 4 inch shoulder. In the center of the south bound lane

there was gouges in the roadway identifying the area of engagement.
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Once Ocean County Sheriffs Department CSI completed taking photographing of the crash scene, P.O. Lasko #252, P.O.
Cilento #335, Falzarano #269, and | prepared to map out the scene for a scale diagram. Equipment utilized for this
procedure included a Laser Technology Incorporated 20/20 TruSpeed Sxb Laser, Laser Technology Incorporated MapStar
TruAngle Decoder, and a Cedar CT8 Tablet with Quickmap Software. P.O. Lasko #252 operated the laser, while Sgt.
Falzarano #269 carried the reflector stick and | documented the points that were mapped. The roadway was completely

closed during this procedure.

P.O. Cilento #335 and | responded to Jersey Shore Medical Center to follow up with Ms. Perez Reyes and Amavi Luna on
the status of their injuries. Upon arrival, we met with Ms. Perez Reye explaining she had minor facial cuts and a
contusion on her left leg, knee area. There were no fractures of severe injuries from the crash. | asked Ms. Perez Reyes
if she had any recollection of what occurred at the time of the crash. Ms. Perez Reye explained she was traveling on
Toms River Road to take her daughter Amavi Luna to her doctor’s appointment located in Toms River. While driving she
was singing with her daughter to music on the radio. Then she remembers vehicles crashing, when the vehicles crashed
she remembers screaming for her daughter. At this point, she remembers being in the ambulance enroute to the

hospital.

We then were escorted to the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit to speak with the doctor on the status of Amavi Luna. The
doctor explained Amavi Luna surgery was complete. Amavi Luna had facial injuries degloving of her forehead, fractured
right wrist; distal radial fracture of second, third and fourth fingers, and a 5 mm brain bleed in the left front of her brain.

The doctor described her injuries as severe, but stable.

On Friday April 11", 2025, Ocean County Medical Examiner’s Office advised at 1400 hours, a postmortem autopsy was
Hgoing to be performed by Dr. Mirizzi. Ms. Perez Reyes and Amavi Luna would be discharged from the hospital.

Ms. Perez Reyes was issued the following motor vehicle summonses:
39:4-88B

39:4-97

39:4-96

39:3-76.2a(c)
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Toms River Road, County Route 571
Mapped on April 10th, 2025
Utilizing LTI 20/20 TruSpeed Sxb Laser,

LTI Mapstar TruAngle Decoder, and

Cedar CT8 Tablet with Quickmap 3D Software

Reference Point A is numerous scratches and gouges in the
asphalt indicating the area of engagement between both vehicles

Reference Point B is Utility Pole JC91987JK which was

utilized as the control point during the mapping process
and measured 47.2 feet from the mapping station for the first and last point
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