
Larkins, Jeannette

From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2023 2:11 PM
To: xxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx; Christine Steitz
Cc: comptroller; xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx; MacDougall Sco tt [OSC]; Kathleen DiGiovanni; Kathleen Doran; 

Lester W. Richens; lisa rosamilia; Michael  Scarano; Michelle Meissner; Dawn Choma; Madelyn Kolasis; 
Joyce McCabe; Elaine Harder; jmccann@wallpublicschools.org

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fw: OPRA 23-180 - attendance records printed June 30th sent 12 days later from Brian 
Smyth and more

Attachments: OPRA 23-180 Response Cvr Ltr with attachments.pdf; May 2023 Attorney bills - Cornell Merlino etc - 
OPRA 24 001 returned 7-10-2023.pdf

*** CAUTION *** 

This message came from an EXTERNAL address (xxxxxxx x x@xxx.xxx) . DO NOT click on links or attachments unless 
you know the sender and the content is safe.  

New Jersey State Government Employees Should Forward Messages That May Be Cyber Security Risks To 
x x x x x x x x x x x@xxxxx.xx.gov.  

 

 
Dr. Handerhan and Ms. Steitz: 
 
Can you explain why attendance records printed on June 30, 2023 (12 days ago), by HR are held up 
to be returned only on the 7th business day and they are completely illegible?  Is that by instruction of 
anyone in the district, the attorney or does Mr. Smyth just hold them up on his own because he can 
given little to no oversight of him as the custodian of records? 
 
I would like these attendance records for Kristin Scott and Kevin Davis returned in color today via 
e:mail.   
 
I see Kristen Scott the VP in the HS was out sick the last 2 months of the year, but I don't recall 
hearing that the district had anyone work in her place with a stipend is that correct? I do not recall 
seeing anything on an agenda other than we are still paying Rose Sirchio the High School Principal 
$200,000 for not working.   
 
I see multiple new attorney's listed on the attorney bills.  I am hearing about more new lawsuits 
against the district so that is probably why.     
 
I attach both OPRA replies so the Comptroller's office can see as well as the Wall Twp. School district 
is continuing to make ZERO effect in the area or transparency.   
 
Personnel matters on the attorney bills just for the month of May were $11,121.25.  OPRA charges 
are only $162.76.  I see a conversation with Adam Nasr on the bills.   
 
This isn't counting all of the attorney bills for attorneys being outsourced for all of the current 
lawsuits.   
 
The latest is outsourcing my lawsuit for Mr. Smyth not turning over public documents you Ms. 
Handerhan received via e:mail on 12/1/2022 so you are now paying 2 attorneys to continue to 



withhold public information while your new attorney METHFESSEL & WERBEL asked for a 20-day 
extension.     
 
Mr. Smyth has advised under OPRA that you do not even have a contract with the outsourced 
attorney METHFESSEL & WERBEL on my case.  Is this even legal with public funds?   I think you 
should check with the Comptroller's Office in their procurement area.   
 
I look forward to hearing from you and hope you have reached out to the Comptroller's Office for 
assistance.   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
Subject: No contact with attorney handing my OPRA case - Wall vs. Wall BOE - Brian Smyth, Tracy 
Handerhan and Adam Nasr.   
 









 
 
 
 

Sent from AOL on Android 
 
 
Subject: 
 













 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: OPRA Request <opra@wallpublicschools.org> 
To: "bcross5xx@xxx.xxx" <bcross517@aol.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2023 at 01:02:26 PM EDT 
Subject: OPRA 23-180 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
 
Attached please find a response to your OPRA request. 
 
Brian Smyth 
Custodian of Records 
Wall Township Public School District 
email:  opra@wall.k12.nj.us 
 
 
 
 



Larkins, Jeannette

From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx
Sent: Wednesday, July 12, 2023 11:32 AM
To: Christine Steitz
Cc: comptroller; xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx; MacDougall Sco tt [OSC]; Kathleen DiGiovanni; Kathleen Doran; 

Lester W. Richens; lisa rosamilia; Michael  Scarano; Michelle Meissner; Dawn Choma; Madelyn Kolasis; 
Joyce McCabe; Elaine Harder; jmccann@wallpublicschools.org; Office of Superintendent

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: OPRA 23-180 - attendance records printed June 30th sent 12 days later from Brian 
Smyth and more

*** CAUTION *** 

This message came from an EXTERNAL address (xxxxxxx x x@xxx.xxx) . DO NOT click on links or attachments unless 
you know the sender and the content is safe.  

New Jersey State Government Employees Should Forward Messages That May Be Cyber Security Risks To 
x x x x x x x x x x x@xxxxx.xx.gov.  

 

 
Ms. Steitz:   
 
I did not receive a reply from Dr.  Handerhan to my question below and I did not receive my simple 
request for a legible copy of the attendance records for Kristen Scott and Kevin Davis.   
 
Can you kindly follow-up with Dr. Handerhan as Mr. Smyth reports into her.  I would like a response 
and the documents by 1:00 PM returned via e:mail.   
 
 
 
Regards, Betsy Cross 
 
 
---- Forwarded M essage ----- 
From : "bcross517@ aol.com " <bcross517@ aol.com > 
To: "thanderhan@ wallpublicschools.org" <thanderhan@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Christine Steitz" 
<csteitz@ wallpublicschools.org> 
Cc: "com ptroller" <com ptrollertips@ osc.state.nj.us>, "kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov" 
<kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov>, "M acDougall Scott [OSC]" <scott.m acdougall@ osc.nj.gov>, "Kathleen 
DiGiovanni" <kdigiovanni@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Kathleen Doran" <woods223@ gm ail.com >, 
"Lester W . Richens" <lester.richens@ doe.nj.gov>, "lisa rosam ilia" <lrosam ilia@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"M ichael  Scarano" <m scarano@ wallpublicschools.org>, "M ichelle M eissner" 
<m m eissner@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Dawn Chom a" <dchom a@ wallpublicschools.org>, "M adelyn 
Kolasis" <m kolasis@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Joyce M cCabe" <jm ccabe@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"Elaine Harder" <eharder@ wallpublicschools.org>, "jm ccann@ wallpublicschools.org" 
<jm ccann@ wallpublicschools.org> 
Sent: Tue, Jul 11, 2023 at 2:11 PM  
Subject: Fw: OPRA 23-180 - attendance records printed June 30th sent 12 days later from  Brian 
Sm yth and m ore 
 



 
Dr. Handerhan and Ms. Steitz: 
 
Can you explain why attendance records printed on June 30, 2023 (12 days ago), by HR are held up 
to be returned only on the 7th business day and they are completely illegible?  Is that by instruction of 
anyone in the district, the attorney or does Mr. Smyth just hold them up on his own because he can 
given little to no oversight of him as the custodian of records? 
 
I would like these attendance records for Kristin Scott and Kevin Davis returned in color today via 
e:mail.   
 
I see Kristen Scott the VP in the HS was out sick the last 2 months of the year, but I don't recall 
hearing that the district had anyone work in her place with a stipend is that correct? I do not recall 
seeing anything on an agenda other than we are still paying Rose Sirchio the High School Principal 
$200,000 for not working.   
 
I see multiple new attorney's listed on the attorney bills.  I am hearing about more new lawsuits 
against the district so that is probably why.     
 
I attach both OPRA replies so the Comptroller's office can see as well as the Wall Twp. School district 
is continuing to make ZERO effect in the area or transparency.   
 
Personnel matters on the attorney bills just for the month of May were $11,121.25.  OPRA charges 
are only $162.76.  I see a conversation with Adam Nasr on the bills.   
 
This isn't counting all of the attorney bills for attorneys being outsourced for all of the current 
lawsuits.   
 
The latest is outsourcing my lawsuit for Mr. Smyth not turning over public documents you Ms. 
Handerhan received via e:mail on 12/1/2022 so you are now paying 2 attorneys to continue to 
withhold public information while your new attorney METHFESSEL & WERBEL asked for a 20-day 
extension.     
 
Mr. Smyth has advised under OPRA that you do not even have a contract with the outsourced 
attorney METHFESSEL & WERBEL on my case.  Is this even legal with public funds?   I think you 
should check with the Comptroller's Office in their procurement area.   
 
I look forward to hearing from you and hope you have reached out to the Comptroller's Office for 
assistance.   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
Subject: No contact with attorney handing my OPRA case - Wall vs. Wall BOE - Brian Smyth, Tracy 
Handerhan and Adam Nasr.   
 









 
 
 
 

Sent from AOL on Android 
 
 
Subject: 
 













 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: OPRA Request <opra@wallpublicschools.org> 
To: "bcross5xx@xxx.xxx" <bcross517@aol.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2023 at 01:02:26 PM EDT 
Subject: OPRA 23-180 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
 
Attached please find a response to your OPRA request. 
 
Brian Smyth 
Custodian of Records 
Wall Township Public School District 
email:  opra@wall.k12.nj.us 
 
 
 

 



Larkins, Jeannette

From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2023 4:04 PM
To: Adam Nasr
Cc: comptroller; xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx; MacDougall Sco tt [OSC]; Kathleen DiGiovanni; Kathleen Doran; 

Lester W. Richens; lisa rosamilia; Michael  Scarano; Michelle Meissner; Dawn Choma; Madelyn Kolasis; 
Joyce McCabe; Elaine Harder; jmccann@wallpublicschools.org; Office of Superintendent; Christine 
Steitz

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: OPRA 23-180 - attendance records printed June 30th sent 12 days later from Brian 
Smyth and more

*** CAUTION *** 

This message came from an EXTERNAL address (bcross517@aol.com). DO NOT click on links or attachments unless you know the 
sender and the content is safe.  

New Jersey State Government Employees Should Forward Messages That May Be Cyber Security Risks To 
PhishReport@cyber.nj.gov. 

 
 
Mr. Nasr: 
 
 I am reaching out to you as the Vice President of the Wall  Board of Education.   I still have not received the requested 
information can you kindly look into and ask that it be sent to me by day's end today. 
 
Kindly confirm receipt.  
 
Regards,  
 
Betsy Cross 
 
On W ed, Jul 12, 2023 at 11:32 AM , bcross517@ aol.com  
<bcross517@ aol.com > wrote: 

 
Ms. Steitz:   
 
I did not receive a reply from Dr.  Handerhan to my question below and I did not receive my simple 
request for a legible copy of the attendance records for Kristen Scott and Kevin Davis.   
 
Can you kindly follow-up with Dr. Handerhan as Mr. Smyth reports into her.  I would like a response 
and the documents by 1:00 PM returned via e:mail.   
 
 
 
Regards, Betsy Cross 
 
 
---- Forwarded M essage ----- 
From : "bcross517@ aol.com " <bcross517@ aol.com > 



To: "thanderhan@ wallpublicschools.org" <thanderhan@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Christine Steitz" 
<csteitz@ wallpublicschools.org> 
Cc: "com ptroller" <com ptrollertips@ osc.state.nj.us>, "kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov" 
<kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov>, "M acDougall Scott [OSC]" <scott.m acdougall@ osc.nj.gov>, "Kathleen 
DiGiovanni" <kdigiovanni@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Kathleen Doran" <woods223@ gm ail.com >, 
"Lester W . Richens" <lester.richens@ doe.nj.gov>, "lisa rosam ilia" <lrosam ilia@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"M ichael  Scarano" <m scarano@ wallpublicschools.org>, "M ichelle M eissner" 
<m m eissner@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Dawn Chom a" <dchom a@ wallpublicschools.org>, "M adelyn 
Kolasis" <m kolasis@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Joyce M cCabe" <jm ccabe@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"Elaine Harder" <eharder@ wallpublicschools.org>, "jm ccann@ wallpublicschools.org" 
<jm ccann@ wallpublicschools.org> 
Sent: Tue, Jul 11, 2023 at 2:11 PM  
Subject: Fw: OPRA 23-180 - attendance records printed June 30th sent 12 days later from  Brian 
Sm yth and m ore 
 

 
Dr. Handerhan and Ms. Steitz: 
 
Can you explain why attendance records printed on June 30, 2023 (12 days ago), by HR are held up 
to be returned only on the 7th business day and they are completely illegible?  Is that by instruction of 
anyone in the district, the attorney or does Mr. Smyth just hold them up on his own because he can 
given little to no oversight of him as the custodian of records? 
 
I would like these attendance records for Kristin Scott and Kevin Davis returned in color today via 
e:mail.   
 
I see Kristen Scott the VP in the HS was out sick the last 2 months of the year, but I don't recall 
hearing that the district had anyone work in her place with a stipend is that correct? I do not recall 
seeing anything on an agenda other than we are still paying Rose Sirchio the High School Principal 
$200,000 for not working.   
 
I see multiple new attorney's listed on the attorney bills.  I am hearing about more new lawsuits 
against the district so that is probably why.     
 
I attach both OPRA replies so the Comptroller's office can see as well as the Wall Twp. School district 
is continuing to make ZERO effect in the area or transparency.   
 
Personnel matters on the attorney bills just for the month of May were $11,121.25.  OPRA charges 
are only $162.76.  I see a conversation with Adam Nasr on the bills.   
 
This isn't counting all of the attorney bills for attorneys being outsourced for all of the current 
lawsuits.   
 
The latest is outsourcing my lawsuit for Mr. Smyth not turning over public documents you Ms. 
Handerhan received via e:mail on 12/1/2022 so you are now paying 2 attorneys to continue to 
withhold public information while your new attorney METHFESSEL & WERBEL asked for a 20-day 
extension.     
 
Mr. Smyth has advised under OPRA that you do not even have a contract with the outsourced 
attorney METHFESSEL & WERBEL on my case.  Is this even legal with public funds?   I think you 
should check with the Comptroller's Office in their procurement area.   



 
I look forward to hearing from you and hope you have reached out to the Comptroller's Office for 
assistance.   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
Subject: No contact with attorney handing my OPRA case - Wall vs. Wall BOE - Brian Smyth, Tracy 
Handerhan and Adam Nasr.   
 









 
 
 
 

Sent from AOL on Android 
 
 
Subject: 
 













 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: OPRA Request <opra@wallpublicschools.org> 
To: "bcross5xx@xxx.xxx" <bcross517@aol.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2023 at 01:02:26 PM EDT 
Subject: OPRA 23-180 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
 
Attached please find a response to your OPRA request. 
 
Brian Smyth 
Custodian of Records 
Wall Township Public School District 
email:  opra@wall.k12.nj.us 
 
 
 

 



Larkins, Jeannette

From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx
Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2023 9:59 AM
To: OPRA Request
Cc: comptroller; xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx; MacDougall Sc ott [OSC]; Dawn Choma; Madelyn Kolasis; Joyce 

McCabe; Elaine Harder; Jake  Algor; Phil  Kurtz; James Slattery; Jason Berhalter; kerrin 
mcgowan@wallpublicschools.org; Bryan  Clayton; John Higham; Lester W. Richens; Sean O'Halloran; 
Michael Hurden; Ty Hughes; Statebd; Jennifer Mccann; Kathleen Doran

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Separation Agreement - Rose Sirchio and more - kindly respond by noon today
Attachments: 22-23 Attendance records - sirchio, handerhan and smyth OPRA 23 182B.pdf; Rose Sirchio, Tracy 

Handerhan and Brian Smyth Attendance records - OPRA 24-014.pdf; May 2023 Attorney bills - 
Cornell Merlino etc - OPRA 24 001 returned 7-10-2023.pdf; June and July 2023 Attorney bills - OPRA 
24-013 - MCPO pages 17 and 19.pdf

*** CAUTION *** 

This message came from an EXTERNAL address (xxxxxxx x x@xxx.xxx) . DO NOT click on links or attachments unless 
you know the sender and the content is safe.  

New Jersey State Government Employees Should Forward Messages That May Be Cyber Security Risks To 
x x x x x x x x x x x@xxxxx.xx.gov.  

 

Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail 
 
Hello Mr. Smyth:   
 
May I please have a copy of the Separation Agreement for Rose Sirchio ID #7343 that was a hand 
carry on last night's agenda read by Brian Smyth. 
 
There was nothing attached or provided to the public.  It certainly should have been given her 
previous job was posted on September 7, 2023, it seemed planned that it was not on the agenda so 
no one would ever see it looking back to agenda's and not watching the meeting on the live stream.     
 
The complete lack of Transparency at every turn in the Wall BOE is disturbing.   
 
I would like this document by noon today.     
 
It seems we have paid Ms. Sirchio for 354 days in "paid" administrative leave since April 12, 2021 
and Ms. Sirchio still has banked 327 days (see attached attendance records for July 1, 2022, through 
last week).   
 
What exactly did the BOE members approve last night that the residents of Wall will be paying that 
you do not want us to see?.   
  
I don't think anyone in Wall Twp. is shocked that not one person is running for the 3 open BOE seats 
this November.  NO ONE wants to be a part of this Wall BOE given the complete lack of 
transparency.    
 



Your attorney bills for just "Personnel matters" for May 2023, June 2023 and July 2023 were 
$32,669.50.  It is certainly time a state agency comes in and audit this Separation agreement and 
much more!   The children of Wall deserve so much better!    
 
Wall BOE President - Christine Steitz, I asked you again last night and was rudely cut off by the Wall 
BOE attorney Athina Cornell.  So again, who gave my minor son's picture to the law firm of Sciarrillo, 
Cornell, McKeever Osborne LLC to be used in their reply brief without Dr. Handerhan's knowledge 
per Lester Richens.   Who is making decisions like this if not the Superintendent of the district?  I did 
see Mr. Smyth was copied as well when his picture was unlawfully used in a reply brief.     I would like 
this answer also by noon today.     
 
The below OPRA is also overdue regarding the Central School Trailers.   
 
Ms. Steitz has Mr. Smyth been deposed yet on the Central School Trailer lawsuit.  This questioned 
has been asked during BOE meetings and in writing to no response.  I recall watching Mr. Smyth just 
laugh to the reporter when he was asked this question from the Coast Star after the July BOE public 
meeting.   
 
Regards, 
  
Betsy Cross  
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx <b xxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx> 
To: OPRA Request <xxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx> 
Cc: Boardmembers <boardmembers@wallpublicschools.org>; thanderxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
<thanderhan@wallpublicschools.org>; Craig Klein <cklein@rlminc.org>; Barbara Murphy 
<xxxxxxx@xxxxxx.xxx>; comptroller <comptrollertips@osc.state.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov 
<xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; MacDougall Scott [OSC] <scott.macdougall@osc.nj.gov>; Sean 
O'Halloran <xxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx>; Michael Hurden <mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes 
<thughes@wallpolice.org>; Kathleen Doran <woods223@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 at 03:59:57 PM EDT 
Subject: OPRA request for public information 
 

OPRA REQUEST FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Brian Smyth: 
May I please have a copy of any claim submitted with all responsive 
documents including the claims transmittal form and tort claim notice form 
sent to Qual-Lynx from Brian Smyth, Dawn Choma or anyone in charge of 
sending in claims notices from the Wall Twp. School District.  Be sure to 
include any claims submitted related to Luke Grasso.   It should have 
been August 2019 from reviewing Dawn Choma's e:mail to Michael 
Gross.    
 
 
 

The time frame is August 27, 2019 to June 30, 2020. 



 
The fax number they are sent to at Qual-Lynx is (609) 365 - 4000.   
 
Loss and Liability Claims 

As soon as you are aware of the incident, report  claim to Qual-Lynx. 
Tel: (609) 653-8400 
Fax: (609) 365-4000 
Claims must be submitted via fax using the Claim Transmittal Form.  
Tort Claims Notice 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 



Larkins, Jeannette

From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx
Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2023 12:33 PM
To: OPRA Request
Cc: comptroller; xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx; MacDougall Sc ott [OSC]; Dawn Choma; Madelyn Kolasis; Joyce 

McCabe; Elaine Harder; Jake  Algor; Phil  Kurtz; James Slattery; Jason Berhalter; kerrin 
mcgowan@wallpublicschools.org; Bryan  Clayton; John Higham; Lester W. Richens; Sean O'Halloran; 
Michael Hurden; Ty Hughes; Statebd; Jennifer Mccann; Kathleen Doran

Subject: [EXTERNAL] I still await the Separation Agreement - Rose Sirchio

*** CAUTION *** 

This message came from an EXTERNAL address (xxxxxxx x x@xxx.xxx) . DO NOT click on links or attachments unless 
you know the sender and the content is safe.  

New Jersey State Government Employees Should Forward Messages That May Be Cyber Security Risks To 
x x x x x x x x x x x@xxxxx.xx.gov.  

 

Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail 
 
M r. Sm yth:   
 
Can you kindly forward m e the Separation Agreem ent for Rose Sirchio it is now 12:30 PM  and I have 
not received it from  you.   
 
Given the W all BOE voted and approved it last night at the public m eeting it certainly should be quite 
handy for you to scan and send m e via e:m ail.   
 
The voting m em bers were Christine Steitz, Adam  Nasr, Ralph Addonizio, Kathleen DiGiovanni, Ken 
W ondrack, Chris San Filippo, Kristen Hodnett, Jam es M aliff and Thom as Buffa.  
 
The other item s can be answered before days end. I will follow-up with Tracy Handerhan and Lester 
Richens if I do not receive it by 1:00 PM  today.   
 
Thank you for your prom pt attention in this m atter!   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
----- Forwarded M essage ----- 
From : "bcross517@ aol.com " <bcross517@ aol.com > 
To: "OPRA Request" <opra@ wallpublicschools.org> 
Cc: "com ptroller" <com ptrollertips@ osc.state.nj.us>, "kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov" 
<kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov>, "M acDougall Scott [OSC]" <scott.m acdougall@ osc.nj.gov>, "Dawn Chom a" 
<dchom a@ wallpublicschools.org>, "M adelyn Kolasis" <m kolasis@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Joyce 
M cCabe" <jm ccabe@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Elaine Harder" <eharder@ wallpublicschools.org>, 



"Jake  Algor" <jalgor@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Phil  Kurtz" <pkurtz@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jam es 
Slattery" <jslattery@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jason Berhalter" <jberhalter@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"kerrin m cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org" <km cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Bryan  Clayton" 
<bclayton@ wallpublicschools.org>, "John Higham " <jhigham @ wallpublicschools.org>, "Lester W . 
Richens" <lester.richens@ doe.nj.gov>, "Sean O'Halloran" <sohalloran@ wallpolice.org>, "M ichael 
Hurden" <m hurden@ wallpolice.org>, "Ty Hughes" <thughes@ wallpolice.org>, "Statebd" 
<statebd@ doe.nj.gov>, "Jennifer M ccann" <jm ccann@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Kathleen Doran" 
<woods223@ gm ail.com > 
Sent: W ed, Sep 20, 2023 at 9:58 AM  
Subject: Separation Agreem ent - Rose Sirchio and m ore - kindly respond by noon today 
 
 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail 
 
Hello Mr. Smyth:   
 
May I please have a copy of the Separation Agreement for Rose Sirchio ID #7343 that was a hand 
carry on last night's agenda read by Brian Smyth. 
 
There was nothing attached or provided to the public.  It certainly should have been given her 
previous job was posted on September 7, 2023, it seemed planned that it was not on the agenda so 
no one would ever see it looking back to agenda's and not watching the meeting on the live stream.     
 
The complete lack of Transparency at every turn in the Wall BOE is disturbing.   
 
I would like this document by noon today.     
 
It seems we have paid Ms. Sirchio for 354 days in "paid" administrative leave since April 12, 2021 
and Ms. Sirchio still has banked 327 days (see attached attendance records for July 1, 2022, through 
last week).   
 
What exactly did the BOE members approve last night that the residents of Wall will be paying that 
you do not want us to see?.   
  
I don't think anyone in Wall Twp. is shocked that not one person is running for the 3 open BOE seats 
this November.  NO ONE wants to be a part of this Wall BOE given the complete lack of 
transparency.    
 
Your attorney bills for just "Personnel matters" for May 2023, June 2023 and July 2023 were 
$32,669.50.  It is certainly time a state agency comes in and audit this Separation agreement and 
much more!   The children of Wall deserve so much better!    
 
Wall BOE President - Christine Steitz, I asked you again last night and was rudely cut off by the Wall 
BOE attorney Athina Cornell.  So again, who gave my minor son's picture to the law firm of Sciarrillo, 
Cornell, McKeever Osborne LLC to be used in their reply brief without Dr. Handerhan's knowledge 
per Lester Richens.   Who is making decisions like this if not the Superintendent of the district?  I did 
see Mr. Smyth was copied as well when his picture was unlawfully used in a reply brief.     I would like 
this answer also by noon today.     
 
The below OPRA is also overdue regarding the Central School Trailers.   
 



Ms. Steitz has Mr. Smyth been deposed yet on the Central School Trailer lawsuit.  This questioned 
has been asked during BOE meetings and in writing to no response.  I recall watching Mr. Smyth just 
laugh to the reporter when he was asked this question from the Coast Star after the July BOE public 
meeting.   
 
Regards, 
  
Betsy Cross  
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx <b xxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx> 
To: OPRA Request <xxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx> 
Cc: Boardmembers <boardmembers@wallpublicschools.org>; thanderxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
<thanderhan@wallpublicschools.org>; Craig Klein <cklein@rlminc.org>; Barbara Murphy 
<xxxxxxx@xxxxxx.xxx>; comptroller <comptrollertips@osc.state.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov 
<xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; MacDougall Scott [OSC] <scott.macdxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; Sean 
O'Halloran <xxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx>; Michael Hurden <mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes 
<thughes@wallpolice.org>; Kathleen Doran <woods223@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 at 03:59:57 PM EDT 
Subject: OPRA request for public information 
 

OPRA REQUEST FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Brian Smyth: 
May I please have a copy of any claim submitted with all responsive 
documents including the claims transmittal form and tort claim notice form 
sent to Qual-Lynx from Brian Smyth, Dawn Choma or anyone in charge of 
sending in claims notices from the Wall Twp. School District.  Be sure to 
include any claims submitted related to Luke Grasso.   It should have 
been August 2019 from reviewing Dawn Choma's e:mail to Michael 
Gross.    
 
 
 

The time frame is August 27, 2019 to June 30, 2020. 
 
The fax number they are sent to at Qual-Lynx is (609) 365 - 4000.   
 
Loss and Liability Claims 

As soon as you are aware of the incident, report  claim to Qual-Lynx. 
Tel: (609) 653-8400 
Fax: (609) 365-4000 
Claims must be submitted via fax using the Claim Transmittal Form.  
Tort Claims Notice 
 



 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 



Larkins, Jeannette

From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx
Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2023 2:57 PM
To: Office of Superintendent; Lester W. Richens
Cc: comptroller; xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx; MacDougall Sc ott [OSC]; Dawn Choma; Madelyn Kolasis; Joyce 

McCabe; Elaine Harder; Jake  Algor; Phil  Kurtz; James Slattery; Jason Berhalter; kerrin 
mcgowan@wallpublicschools.org; Bryan  Clayton; John Higham; Sean O'Halloran; Michael Hurden; Ty 
Hughes; Statebd; Jennifer Mccann; Kathleen Doran

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: I still await the Separation Agreement - Employee ID 7343

*** CAUTION *** 

This message came from an EXTERNAL address (xxxxxxx x x@xxx.xxx) . DO NOT click on links or attachments unless 
you know the sender and the content is safe.  

New Jersey State Government Employees Should Forward Messages That May Be Cyber Security Risks To 
x x x x x x x x x x x@xxxxx.xx.gov.  

 

Dr. Handerhan and Dr. Richens: 
 
I submitted and OPRA for the Settlement Agreement for employee number #7343 this am and 
requested it be returned by noon.   Mr. Smyth is not returning it.  Given he reports into you Dr. 
Handerhan can you ask that he promptly returns it.   
 
It was voted on and approved last night at the public meeting via a hand carry so certainly this should 
have been sent to me immediately.  If it had been attached, I would not have had to OPRA it.   
 
What is the district hiding by not having it placed on the agenda last night?   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
 
On Wednesday, September 20, 2023 at 12:33:04 PM EDT, bcross51x@xxx.xxm <bcross517@aol.com> wrote:  
 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail 
 
M r. Sm yth:   
 
Can you kindly forward m e the Separation Agreem ent for Rose Sirchio it is now 12:30 PM  and I have 
not received it from  you.   
 
Given the W all BOE voted and approved it last night at the public m eeting it certainly should be quite 
handy for you to scan and send m e via e:m ail.   
 
The voting m em bers were Christine Steitz, Adam  Nasr, Ralph Addonizio, Kathleen DiGiovanni, Ken 
W ondrack, Chris San Filippo, Kristen Hodnett, Jam es M aliff and Thom as Buffa.  



 
The other item s can be answered before days end. I will follow-up with Tracy Handerhan and Lester 
Richens if I do not receive it by 1:00 PM  today.   
 
Thank you for your prom pt attention in this m atter!   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
----- Forwarded M essage ----- 
From : "bcross517@ aol.com " <bcross517@ aol.com > 
To: "OPRA Request" <opra@ wallpublicschools.org> 
Cc: "com ptroller" <com ptrollertips@ osc.state.nj.us>, "kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov" 
<kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov>, "M acDougall Scott [OSC]" <scott.m acdougall@ osc.nj.gov>, "Dawn Chom a" 
<dchom a@ wallpublicschools.org>, "M adelyn Kolasis" <m kolasis@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Joyce 
M cCabe" <jm ccabe@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Elaine Harder" <eharder@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"Jake  Algor" <jalgor@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Phil  Kurtz" <pkurtz@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jam es 
Slattery" <jslattery@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jason Berhalter" <jberhalter@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"kerrin m cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org" <km cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Bryan  Clayton" 
<bclayton@ wallpublicschools.org>, "John Higham " <jhigham @ wallpublicschools.org>, "Lester W . 
Richens" <lester.richens@ doe.nj.gov>, "Sean O'Halloran" <sohalloran@ wallpolice.org>, "M ichael 
Hurden" <m hurden@ wallpolice.org>, "Ty Hughes" <thughes@ wallpolice.org>, "Statebd" 
<statebd@ doe.nj.gov>, "Jennifer M ccann" <jm ccann@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Kathleen Doran" 
<woods223@ gm ail.com > 
Sent: W ed, Sep 20, 2023 at 9:58 AM  
Subject: Separation Agreem ent - Rose Sirchio and m ore - kindly respond by noon today 
 
 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail 
 
Hello Mr. Smyth:   
 
May I please have a copy of the Separation Agreement for Rose Sirchio ID #7343 that was a hand 
carry on last night's agenda read by Brian Smyth. 
 
There was nothing attached or provided to the public.  It certainly should have been given her 
previous job was posted on September 7, 2023, it seemed planned that it was not on the agenda so 
no one would ever see it looking back to agenda's and not watching the meeting on the live stream.     
 
The complete lack of Transparency at every turn in the Wall BOE is disturbing.   
 
I would like this document by noon today.     
 
It seems we have paid Ms. Sirchio for 354 days in "paid" administrative leave since April 12, 2021 
and Ms. Sirchio still has banked 327 days (see attached attendance records for July 1, 2022, through 
last week).   
 



What exactly did the BOE members approve last night that the residents of Wall will be paying that 
you do not want us to see?.   
  
I don't think anyone in Wall Twp. is shocked that not one person is running for the 3 open BOE seats 
this November.  NO ONE wants to be a part of this Wall BOE given the complete lack of 
transparency.    
 
Your attorney bills for just "Personnel matters" for May 2023, June 2023 and July 2023 were 
$32,669.50.  It is certainly time a state agency comes in and audit this Separation agreement and 
much more!   The children of Wall deserve so much better!    
 
Wall BOE President - Christine Steitz, I asked you again last night and was rudely cut off by the Wall 
BOE attorney Athina Cornell.  So again, who gave my minor son's picture to the law firm of Sciarrillo, 
Cornell, McKeever Osborne LLC to be used in their reply brief without Dr. Handerhan's knowledge 
per Lester Richens.   Who is making decisions like this if not the Superintendent of the district?  I did 
see Mr. Smyth was copied as well when his picture was unlawfully used in a reply brief.     I would like 
this answer also by noon today.     
 
The below OPRA is also overdue regarding the Central School Trailers.   
 
Ms. Steitz has Mr. Smyth been deposed yet on the Central School Trailer lawsuit.  This questioned 
has been asked during BOE meetings and in writing to no response.  I recall watching Mr. Smyth just 
laugh to the reporter when he was asked this question from the Coast Star after the July BOE public 
meeting.   
 
Regards, 
  
Betsy Cross  
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx <b xxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx> 
To: OPRA Request <xxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx> 
Cc: Boardmembers <boardmembers@wallpublicschools.org>; thanderxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
<thanderhan@wallpublicschools.org>; Craig Klein <cklein@rlminc.org>; Barbara Murphy 
<xxxxxxx@xxxxxx.xxx>; comptroller <comptrollertips@osc.state.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov 
<xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; MacDougall Scott [OSC] <scott.macdxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; Sean 
O'Halloran <xxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx>; Michael Hurden <mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes 
<thughes@wallpolice.org>; Kathleen Doran <woods223@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 at 03:59:57 PM EDT 
Subject: OPRA request for public information 
 

OPRA REQUEST FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Brian Smyth: 
May I please have a copy of any claim submitted with all responsive 
documents including the claims transmittal form and tort claim notice form 
sent to Qual-Lynx from Brian Smyth, Dawn Choma or anyone in charge of 
sending in claims notices from the Wall Twp. School District.  Be sure to 



include any claims submitted related to Luke Grasso.   It should have 
been August 2019 from reviewing Dawn Choma's e:mail to Michael 
Gross.    
 
 
 

The time frame is August 27, 2019 to June 30, 2020. 
 
The fax number they are sent to at Qual-Lynx is (609) 365 - 4000.   
 
Loss and Liability Claims 

As soon as you are aware of the incident, report  claim to Qual-Lynx. 
Tel: (609) 653-8400 
Fax: (609) 365-4000 
Claims must be submitted via fax using the Claim Transmittal Form.  
Tort Claims Notice 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 

----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: bcross517@aol.com <bcross517@aol.com> 
To: OPRA Request <opra@wallpublicschools.org> 
Cc: comptroller <comptrollxxxxxx@xxx.xxate.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov <kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov>; MacDougall Scott 
[OSC] <scott.macdougall@osc.nj.gov>; Dawn Choma <dchoma@wallpublicschools.org>; Madelyn Kolasis 
<mkolasis@wallpublicschools.org>; Joyce McCabe <jmccabe@wallpublicschools.org>; Elaine Harder 
<eharder@wallpublicschools.org>; Jake Algor <jalgor@wallpublicschools.org>; Phil Kurtz 
<pkurtz@wallpublicschools.org>; James Slattery <jslattery@wallpublicschools.org>; Jason Berhalter 
<jberhalter@wallpublicschools.org>; kerrin mcgowan@wallpublicschools.org <kmcgowan@wallpublicschools.org>; Bryan 
Clayton <bclayton@wallpublicschools.org>; John Higham <jhigham@wallpublicschools.org>; Lester W. Richens 
<lester.richenx@xxx.xx.gov>; Sean O'Halloran <sohalloran@wallpolice.org>; Michael Hurden 
<mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes <thughes@wallpolice.org>; Statebd <statebd@doe.nj.gov>; Jennifer Mccann 
<jmccann@wallpublicschools.org>; Kathleen Doran <woods223@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2023 at 12:33:04 PM EDT 
Subject: I still await the Separation Agreement - Rose Sirchio 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail  
 
M r. Sm yth:   
 
Can you kindly forward m e the Separation Agreem ent for Rose Sirchio it is now 12:30 PM  and I have 
not received it from  you.   
 
Given the W all BOE voted and approved it last night at the public m eeting it certainly should be quite 
handy for you to scan and send m e via e:m ail.   
 
The voting m em bers were Christine Steitz, Adam  Nasr, Ralph Addonizio, Kathleen DiGiovanni, Ken 
W ondrack, Chris San Filippo, Kristen Hodnett, Jam es M aliff and Thom as Buffa.  



 
The other item s can be answered before days end. I will follow-up with Tracy Handerhan and Lester 
Richens if I do not receive it by 1:00 PM  today.   
 
Thank you for your prom pt attention in this m atter!   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
----- Forwarded M essage ----- 
From : "bcross517@ aol.com " <bcross517@ aol.com > 
To: "OPRA Request" <opra@ wallpublicschools.org> 
Cc: "com ptroller" <com ptrollertips@ osc.state.nj.us>, "kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov" 
<kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov>, "M acDougall Scott [OSC]" <scott.m acdougall@ osc.nj.gov>, "Dawn Chom a" 
<dchom a@ wallpublicschools.org>, "M adelyn Kolasis" <m kolasis@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Joyce 
M cCabe" <jm ccabe@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Elaine Harder" <eharder@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"Jake  Algor" <jalgor@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Phil  Kurtz" <pkurtz@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jam es 
Slattery" <jslattery@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jason Berhalter" <jberhalter@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"kerrin m cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org" <km cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Bryan  Clayton" 
<bclayton@ wallpublicschools.org>, "John Higham " <jhigham @ wallpublicschools.org>, "Lester W . 
Richens" <lester.richens@ doe.nj.gov>, "Sean O'Halloran" <sohalloran@ wallpolice.org>, "M ichael 
Hurden" <m hurden@ wallpolice.org>, "Ty Hughes" <thughes@ wallpolice.org>, "Statebd" 
<statebd@ doe.nj.gov>, "Jennifer M ccann" <jm ccann@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Kathleen Doran" 
<woods223@ gm ail.com > 
Sent: W ed, Sep 20, 2023 at 9:58 AM  
Subject: Separation Agreem ent - Rose Sirchio and m ore - kindly respond by noon today 
 
 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail 
 
Hello Mr. Smyth:   
 
May I please have a copy of the Separation Agreement for Rose Sirchio ID #7343 that was a hand 
carry on last night's agenda read by Brian Smyth. 
 
There was nothing attached or provided to the public.  It certainly should have been given her 
previous job was posted on September 7, 2023, it seemed planned that it was not on the agenda so 
no one would ever see it looking back to agenda's and not watching the meeting on the live stream.     
 
The complete lack of Transparency at every turn in the Wall BOE is disturbing.   
 
I would like this document by noon today.     
 
It seems we have paid Ms. Sirchio for 354 days in "paid" administrative leave since April 12, 2021 
and Ms. Sirchio still has banked 327 days (see attached attendance records for July 1, 2022, through 
last week).   
 



What exactly did the BOE members approve last night that the residents of Wall will be paying that 
you do not want us to see?.   
  
I don't think anyone in Wall Twp. is shocked that not one person is running for the 3 open BOE seats 
this November.  NO ONE wants to be a part of this Wall BOE given the complete lack of 
transparency.    
 
Your attorney bills for just "Personnel matters" for May 2023, June 2023 and July 2023 were 
$32,669.50.  It is certainly time a state agency comes in and audit this Separation agreement and 
much more!   The children of Wall deserve so much better!    
 
Wall BOE President - Christine Steitz, I asked you again last night and was rudely cut off by the Wall 
BOE attorney Athina Cornell.  So again, who gave my minor son's picture to the law firm of Sciarrillo, 
Cornell, McKeever Osborne LLC to be used in their reply brief without Dr. Handerhan's knowledge 
per Lester Richens.   Who is making decisions like this if not the Superintendent of the district?  I did 
see Mr. Smyth was copied as well when his picture was unlawfully used in a reply brief.     I would like 
this answer also by noon today.     
 
The below OPRA is also overdue regarding the Central School Trailers.   
 
Ms. Steitz has Mr. Smyth been deposed yet on the Central School Trailer lawsuit.  This questioned 
has been asked during BOE meetings and in writing to no response.  I recall watching Mr. Smyth just 
laugh to the reporter when he was asked this question from the Coast Star after the July BOE public 
meeting.   
 
Regards, 
  
Betsy Cross  
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx <b xxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx> 
To: OPRA Request <xxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx> 
Cc: Boardmembers <boardmembers@wallpublicschools.org>; thanderxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
<thanderhan@wallpublicschools.org>; Craig Klein <cklein@rlminc.org>; Barbara Murphy 
<xxxxxxx@xxxxxx.xxx>; comptroller <comptrollertips@osc.state.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov 
<xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; MacDougall Scott [OSC] <scott.macdxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; Sean 
O'Halloran <xxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx>; Michael Hurden <mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes 
<thughes@wallpolice.org>; Kathleen Doran <woods223@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 at 03:59:57 PM EDT 
Subject: OPRA request for public information 
 

OPRA REQUEST FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Brian Smyth: 
May I please have a copy of any claim submitted with all responsive 
documents including the claims transmittal form and tort claim notice form 
sent to Qual-Lynx from Brian Smyth, Dawn Choma or anyone in charge of 
sending in claims notices from the Wall Twp. School District.  Be sure to 



include any claims submitted related to Luke Grasso.   It should have 
been August 2019 from reviewing Dawn Choma's e:mail to Michael 
Gross.    
 
 
 

The time frame is August 27, 2019 to June 30, 2020. 
 
The fax number they are sent to at Qual-Lynx is (609) 365 - 4000.   
 
Loss and Liability Claims 

As soon as you are aware of the incident, report  claim to Qual-Lynx. 
Tel: (609) 653-8400 
Fax: (609) 365-4000 
Claims must be submitted via fax using the Claim Transmittal Form.  
Tort Claims Notice 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 



Larkins, Jeannette

From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2023 3:48 PM
To: Lester W. Richens
Cc: comptroller; xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx; MacDougall Sc ott [OSC]; Dawn Choma; Madelyn Kolasis; Joyce 

McCabe; Elaine Harder; Jake  Algor; Phil  Kurtz; James Slattery; Jason Berhalter; kerrin 
mcgowan@wallpublicschools.org; Bryan  Clayton; John Higham; Sean O'Halloran; Michael Hurden; Ty 
Hughes; Statebd; Jennifer Mccann; Kathleen Doran; Office of Superintendent

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: I still await the Separation Agreement - Employee ID 7343

*** CAUTION *** 

This message came from an EXTERNAL address (xxxxxxx x x@xxx.xxx) . DO NOT click on links or attachments unless 
you know the sender and the content is safe.  

New Jersey State Government Employees Should Forward Messages That May Be Cyber Security Risks To 
x x x x x x x x x x x@xxxxx.xx.gov.  

 

Dr. Richens: 
 
Can you kindly reach out to Dr. Handerhan.  I still do not have the Separation Agreement for Rose 
Sirchio.  
 
Regards,  
 
Betsy Cross  
 
--- Forwarded M essage ----- 
From : "bcross517@ aol.com " <bcross517@ aol.com > 
To: "Office of Superintendent" <officeofsuperintendent@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Lester W . Richens" 
<lester.richens@ doe.nj.gov> 
Cc: "com ptroller" <com ptrollertips@ osc.state.nj.us>, "kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov" 
<kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov>, "M acDougall Scott [OSC]" <scott.m acdougall@ osc.nj.gov>, "Dawn Chom a" 
<dchom a@ wallpublicschools.org>, "M adelyn Kolasis" <m kolasis@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Joyce 
M cCabe" <jm ccabe@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Elaine Harder" <eharder@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"Jake  Algor" <jalgor@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Phil  Kurtz" <pkurtz@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jam es 
Slattery" <jslattery@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jason Berhalter" <jberhalter@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"kerrin m cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org" <km cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Bryan  Clayton" 
<bclayton@ wallpublicschools.org>, "John Higham " <jhigham @ wallpublicschools.org>, "Sean 
O'Halloran" <sohalloran@ wallpolice.org>, "M ichael Hurden" <m hurden@ wallpolice.org>, "Ty Hughes" 
<thughes@ wallpolice.org>, "Statebd" <statebd@ doe.nj.gov>, "Jennifer M ccann" 
<jm ccann@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Kathleen Doran" <woods223@ gm ail.com > 
Sent: W ed, Sep 20, 2023 at 2:56 PM  
Subject: Re: I still await the Separation Agreem ent - Em ployee ID 7343 
 
 
Dr. Handerhan and Dr. Richens: 
 



I submitted and OPRA for the Settlement Agreement for employee number #7343 this am and 
requested it be returned by noon.   Mr. Smyth is not returning it.  Given he reports into you Dr. 
Handerhan can you ask that he promptly returns it.   
 
It was voted on and approved last night at the public meeting via a hand carry so certainly this should 
have been sent to me immediately.  If it had been attached, I would not have had to OPRA it.   
 
What is the district hiding by not having it placed on the agenda last night?   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
 
On Wednesday, September 20, 2023 at 12:33:04 PM EDT, bcross51x@xxx.xxm <bcross517@aol.com> wrote:  
 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail 
 
M r. Sm yth:   
 
Can you kindly forward m e the Separation Agreem ent for Rose Sirchio it is now 12:30 PM  and I have 
not received it from  you.   
 
Given the W all BOE voted and approved it last night at the public m eeting it certainly should be quite 
handy for you to scan and send m e via e:m ail.   
 
The voting m em bers were Christine Steitz, Adam  Nasr, Ralph Addonizio, Kathleen DiGiovanni, Ken 
W ondrack, Chris San Filippo, Kristen Hodnett, Jam es M aliff and Thom as Buffa.  
 
The other item s can be answered before days end. I will follow-up with Tracy Handerhan and Lester 
Richens if I do not receive it by 1:00 PM  today.   
 
Thank you for your prom pt attention in this m atter!   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
----- Forwarded M essage ----- 
From : "bcross517@ aol.com " <bcross517@ aol.com > 
To: "OPRA Request" <opra@ wallpublicschools.org> 
Cc: "com ptroller" <com ptrollertips@ osc.state.nj.us>, "kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov" 
<kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov>, "M acDougall Scott [OSC]" <scott.m acdougall@ osc.nj.gov>, "Dawn Chom a" 
<dchom a@ wallpublicschools.org>, "M adelyn Kolasis" <m kolasis@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Joyce 
M cCabe" <jm ccabe@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Elaine Harder" <eharder@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"Jake  Algor" <jalgor@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Phil  Kurtz" <pkurtz@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jam es 
Slattery" <jslattery@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jason Berhalter" <jberhalter@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"kerrin m cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org" <km cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Bryan  Clayton" 



<bclayton@ wallpublicschools.org>, "John Higham " <jhigham @ wallpublicschools.org>, "Lester W . 
Richens" <lester.richens@ doe.nj.gov>, "Sean O'Halloran" <sohalloran@ wallpolice.org>, "M ichael 
Hurden" <m hurden@ wallpolice.org>, "Ty Hughes" <thughes@ wallpolice.org>, "Statebd" 
<statebd@ doe.nj.gov>, "Jennifer M ccann" <jm ccann@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Kathleen Doran" 
<woods223@ gm ail.com > 
Sent: W ed, Sep 20, 2023 at 9:58 AM  
Subject: Separation Agreem ent - Rose Sirchio and m ore - kindly respond by noon today 
 
 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail 
 
Hello Mr. Smyth:   
 
May I please have a copy of the Separation Agreement for Rose Sirchio ID #7343 that was a hand 
carry on last night's agenda read by Brian Smyth. 
 
There was nothing attached or provided to the public.  It certainly should have been given her 
previous job was posted on September 7, 2023, it seemed planned that it was not on the agenda so 
no one would ever see it looking back to agenda's and not watching the meeting on the live stream.     
 
The complete lack of Transparency at every turn in the Wall BOE is disturbing.   
 
I would like this document by noon today.     
 
It seems we have paid Ms. Sirchio for 354 days in "paid" administrative leave since April 12, 2021 
and Ms. Sirchio still has banked 327 days (see attached attendance records for July 1, 2022, through 
last week).   
 
What exactly did the BOE members approve last night that the residents of Wall will be paying that 
you do not want us to see?.   
  
I don't think anyone in Wall Twp. is shocked that not one person is running for the 3 open BOE seats 
this November.  NO ONE wants to be a part of this Wall BOE given the complete lack of 
transparency.    
 
Your attorney bills for just "Personnel matters" for May 2023, June 2023 and July 2023 were 
$32,669.50.  It is certainly time a state agency comes in and audit this Separation agreement and 
much more!   The children of Wall deserve so much better!    
 
Wall BOE President - Christine Steitz, I asked you again last night and was rudely cut off by the Wall 
BOE attorney Athina Cornell.  So again, who gave my minor son's picture to the law firm of Sciarrillo, 
Cornell, McKeever Osborne LLC to be used in their reply brief without Dr. Handerhan's knowledge 
per Lester Richens.   Who is making decisions like this if not the Superintendent of the district?  I did 
see Mr. Smyth was copied as well when his picture was unlawfully used in a reply brief.     I would like 
this answer also by noon today.     
 
The below OPRA is also overdue regarding the Central School Trailers.   
 
Ms. Steitz has Mr. Smyth been deposed yet on the Central School Trailer lawsuit.  This questioned 
has been asked during BOE meetings and in writing to no response.  I recall watching Mr. Smyth just 



laugh to the reporter when he was asked this question from the Coast Star after the July BOE public 
meeting.   
 
Regards, 
  
Betsy Cross  
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx <b xxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx> 
To: OPRA Request <xxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx> 
Cc: Boardmembers <boardmembers@wallpublicschools.org>; thanderxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
<thanderhan@wallpublicschools.org>; Craig Klein <cklein@rlminc.org>; Barbara Murphy 
<xxxxxxx@xxxxxx.xxx>; comptroller <comptrollertips@osc.state.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov 
<xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; MacDougall Scott [OSC] <scott.macdougall@osc.nj.gov>; Sean 
O'Halloran <xxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx>; Michael Hurden <mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes 
<thughes@wallpolice.org>; Kathleen Doran <woods223@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 at 03:59:57 PM EDT 
Subject: OPRA request for public information 
 

OPRA REQUEST FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Brian Smyth: 
May I please have a copy of any claim submitted with all responsive 
documents including the claims transmittal form and tort claim notice form 
sent to Qual-Lynx from Brian Smyth, Dawn Choma or anyone in charge of 
sending in claims notices from the Wall Twp. School District.  Be sure to 
include any claims submitted related to Luke Grasso.   It should have 
been August 2019 from reviewing Dawn Choma's e:mail to Michael 
Gross.    
 
 
 

The time frame is August 27, 2019 to June 30, 2020. 
 
The fax number they are sent to at Qual-Lynx is (609) 365 - 4000.   
 
Loss and Liability Claims 

As soon as you are aware of the incident, report  claim to Qual-Lynx. 
Tel: (609) 653-8400 
Fax: (609) 365-4000 
Claims must be submitted via fax using the Claim Transmittal Form.  
Tort Claims Notice 
 
 
Regards, 



 
Betsy Cross 
 

----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: bcross517@aol.com <bcross517@aol.com> 
To: OPRA Request <opra@wallpublicschools.org> 
Cc: comptroller <comptrollxxxxxx@xxx.xxate.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov <kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov>; MacDougall Scott 
[OSC] <scott.macdougall@osc.nj.gov>; Dawn Choma <dchoma@wallpublicschools.org>; Madelyn Kolasis 
<mkolasis@wallpublicschools.org>; Joyce McCabe <jmccabe@wallpublicschools.org>; Elaine Harder 
<eharder@wallpublicschools.org>; Jake Algor <jalgor@wallpublicschools.org>; Phil Kurtz 
<pkurtz@wallpublicschools.org>; James Slattery <jslattery@wallpublicschools.org>; Jason Berhalter 
<jberhalter@wallpublicschools.org>; kerrin mcgowan@wallpublicschools.org <kmcgowan@wallpublicschools.org>; Bryan 
Clayton <bclayton@wallpublicschools.org>; John Higham <jhigham@wallpublicschools.org>; Lester W. Richens 
<lester.richenx@xxx.xx.gov>; Sean O'Halloran <sohalloran@wallpolice.org>; Michael Hurden 
<mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes <thughes@wallpolice.org>; Statebd <statebd@doe.nj.gov>; Jennifer Mccann 
<jmccann@wallpublicschools.org>; Kathleen Doran <woods223@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2023 at 12:33:04 PM EDT 
Subject: I still await the Separation Agreement - Rose Sirchio 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail  
 
M r. Sm yth:   
 
Can you kindly forward m e the Separation Agreem ent for Rose Sirchio it is now 12:30 PM  and I have 
not received it from  you.   
 
Given the W all BOE voted and approved it last night at the public m eeting it certainly should be quite 
handy for you to scan and send m e via e:m ail.   
 
The voting m em bers were Christine Steitz, Adam  Nasr, Ralph Addonizio, Kathleen DiGiovanni, Ken 
W ondrack, Chris San Filippo, Kristen Hodnett, Jam es M aliff and Thom as Buffa.  
 
The other item s can be answered before days end. I will follow-up with Tracy Handerhan and Lester 
Richens if I do not receive it by 1:00 PM  today.   
 
Thank you for your prom pt attention in this m atter!   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
----- Forwarded M essage ----- 
From : "bcross517@ aol.com " <bcross517@ aol.com > 
To: "OPRA Request" <opra@ wallpublicschools.org> 
Cc: "com ptroller" <com ptrollertips@ osc.state.nj.us>, "kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov" 
<kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov>, "M acDougall Scott [OSC]" <scott.m acdougall@ osc.nj.gov>, "Dawn Chom a" 
<dchom a@ wallpublicschools.org>, "M adelyn Kolasis" <m kolasis@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Joyce 
M cCabe" <jm ccabe@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Elaine Harder" <eharder@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"Jake  Algor" <jalgor@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Phil  Kurtz" <pkurtz@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jam es 
Slattery" <jslattery@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jason Berhalter" <jberhalter@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"kerrin m cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org" <km cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Bryan  Clayton" 



<bclayton@ wallpublicschools.org>, "John Higham " <jhigham @ wallpublicschools.org>, "Lester W . 
Richens" <lester.richens@ doe.nj.gov>, "Sean O'Halloran" <sohalloran@ wallpolice.org>, "M ichael 
Hurden" <m hurden@ wallpolice.org>, "Ty Hughes" <thughes@ wallpolice.org>, "Statebd" 
<statebd@ doe.nj.gov>, "Jennifer M ccann" <jm ccann@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Kathleen Doran" 
<woods223@ gm ail.com > 
Sent: W ed, Sep 20, 2023 at 9:58 AM  
Subject: Separation Agreem ent - Rose Sirchio and m ore - kindly respond by noon today 
 
 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail 
 
Hello Mr. Smyth:   
 
May I please have a copy of the Separation Agreement for Rose Sirchio ID #7343 that was a hand 
carry on last night's agenda read by Brian Smyth. 
 
There was nothing attached or provided to the public.  It certainly should have been given her 
previous job was posted on September 7, 2023, it seemed planned that it was not on the agenda so 
no one would ever see it looking back to agenda's and not watching the meeting on the live stream.     
 
The complete lack of Transparency at every turn in the Wall BOE is disturbing.   
 
I would like this document by noon today.     
 
It seems we have paid Ms. Sirchio for 354 days in "paid" administrative leave since April 12, 2021 
and Ms. Sirchio still has banked 327 days (see attached attendance records for July 1, 2022, through 
last week).   
 
What exactly did the BOE members approve last night that the residents of Wall will be paying that 
you do not want us to see?.   
  
I don't think anyone in Wall Twp. is shocked that not one person is running for the 3 open BOE seats 
this November.  NO ONE wants to be a part of this Wall BOE given the complete lack of 
transparency.    
 
Your attorney bills for just "Personnel matters" for May 2023, June 2023 and July 2023 were 
$32,669.50.  It is certainly time a state agency comes in and audit this Separation agreement and 
much more!   The children of Wall deserve so much better!    
 
Wall BOE President - Christine Steitz, I asked you again last night and was rudely cut off by the Wall 
BOE attorney Athina Cornell.  So again, who gave my minor son's picture to the law firm of Sciarrillo, 
Cornell, McKeever Osborne LLC to be used in their reply brief without Dr. Handerhan's knowledge 
per Lester Richens.   Who is making decisions like this if not the Superintendent of the district?  I did 
see Mr. Smyth was copied as well when his picture was unlawfully used in a reply brief.     I would like 
this answer also by noon today.     
 
The below OPRA is also overdue regarding the Central School Trailers.   
 
Ms. Steitz has Mr. Smyth been deposed yet on the Central School Trailer lawsuit.  This questioned 
has been asked during BOE meetings and in writing to no response.  I recall watching Mr. Smyth just 



laugh to the reporter when he was asked this question from the Coast Star after the July BOE public 
meeting.   
 
Regards, 
  
Betsy Cross  
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx <b xxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx> 
To: OPRA Request <xxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx> 
Cc: Boardmembers <boardmembers@wallpublicschools.org>; thanderxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
<thanderhan@wallpublicschools.org>; Craig Klein <cklein@rlminc.org>; Barbara Murphy 
<xxxxxxx@xxxxxx.xxx>; comptroller <comptrollertips@osc.state.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov 
<xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; MacDougall Scott [OSC] <scott.macdxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; Sean 
O'Halloran <xxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx>; Michael Hurden <mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes 
<thughes@wallpolice.org>; Kathleen Doran <woods223@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 at 03:59:57 PM EDT 
Subject: OPRA request for public information 
 

OPRA REQUEST FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Brian Smyth: 
May I please have a copy of any claim submitted with all responsive 
documents including the claims transmittal form and tort claim notice form 
sent to Qual-Lynx from Brian Smyth, Dawn Choma or anyone in charge of 
sending in claims notices from the Wall Twp. School District.  Be sure to 
include any claims submitted related to Luke Grasso.   It should have 
been August 2019 from reviewing Dawn Choma's e:mail to Michael 
Gross.    
 
 
 

The time frame is August 27, 2019 to June 30, 2020. 
 
The fax number they are sent to at Qual-Lynx is (609) 365 - 4000.   
 
Loss and Liability Claims 

As soon as you are aware of the incident, report  claim to Qual-Lynx. 
Tel: (609) 653-8400 
Fax: (609) 365-4000 
Claims must be submitted via fax using the Claim Transmittal Form.  
Tort Claims Notice 
 
 
Regards, 



 
Betsy Cross 
 



Larkins, Jeannette

From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2023 2:38 PM
To: Lester W. Richens
Cc: kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov; MacDougall Scott [OSC]; comptroller; Statebd; Sean O'Halloran; Michael 

Hurden; Ty Hughes; Roberta Lang; Sean Kean; Timothy Farrell; Kevin Orender; Tim Clayton; Erin 
Mangan; xxxxxxxxxx@xxxxx.xxx

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fw: I still await the Separation Agreement - Employee ID 7343 - Can Brian Smyth redact 
items and is it not considered Immediate Access?

*** CAUTION *** 

This message came from an EXTERNAL address (xxxxxxx x x@xxx.xxx) . DO NOT click on links or attachments unless 
you know the sender and the content is safe.  

New Jersey State Government Employees Should Forward Messages That May Be Cyber Security Risks To 
x x x x x x x x x x x@xxxxx.xx.gov.  

 

Dr. Richens:     
 
Can you kindly advise if the Wall BOE is allowed to redact anything in the Wall BOE Separation 
Agreement with Rose Sirchio signed by Wall BOE President Christine Steitz and advise if it is NOT 
considered immediate access?   
 
Dr. Richens as you are aware, Mr. Sirchio has been on paid Administrative Leave since April 12, 
2021.  Without any mention of the separation agreement, it was a hand carry read by Mr. Smyth at 
the request of BOE President Christine Steitz on Tuesday night after 9:00 PM right before the vote of 
the consent agenda.   
 
Why was it not on the agenda given the HS Principal job was posted on September 7, 2023?  
 
Why was it not read into the record at 7:30 PM right after role call?      
 
Please see Mr. Smyth's reply below i received today.   
 
"The Wall Township Board of Education, (District) is in receipt of your emailed request received at 
9:58 AM on September 20, 2023, wherein you requested records to be returned to you by noon that 
day same day.  
 
We are responding to the following request. “Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return 
all via e:mail May I please have a copy of the Separation Agreement for Rose Sirchio ID 
#7343..”  
 
Please also know that the government record you have requested is not a record that is deemed to 
be an “immediate access” government record. The requested record is categorized as a Personnel 
Record that is subject to disclosure under OPRA subject to redactions as appropriate. With that 
considered, please know that a timely response will be provided in accordance with the requirements 
of OPRA".   
 
 



KINDLY CONFIRM RECEIPT.   Can you kindly remind me again who your supervisor is as I will 
reach out to them if I do not hear back from you.  I know you sent me the person's name years ago, 
but I have no idea if it is the same person now.   
 
I have copied the Comptroller's Office, my local assemblyman and Wall Municipal as well.   
 
I look forward to your written response.   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
 





 
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: bcross517@aol.com <bcross517@aol.com> 
To: Lester W. Richens <lester.richenx@xxx.xx.xxv> 
Cc: comptroller <comptrollxxxxxx@xxx.xxate.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov <kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov>; MacDougall Scott 
[OSC] <scott.macdougall@osc.nj.gov>; Dawn Choma <dchoma@wallpublicschools.org>; Madelyn Kolasis 
<mkolasis@wallpublicschools.org>; Joyce McCabe <jmccabe@wallpublicschools.org>; Elaine Harder 
<eharder@wallpublicschools.org>; Jake Algor <jalgor@wallpublicschools.org>; Phil Kurtz 
<pkurtz@wallpublicschools.org>; James Slattery <jslattery@wallpublicschools.org>; Jason Berhalter 
<jberhalter@wallpublicschools.org>; kerrin mcgowan@wallpublicschools.org <kmcgowan@wallpublicschools.org>; Bryan 
Clayton <bclayton@wallpublicschools.org>; John Higham <jhigham@wallpublicschools.org>; Sean O'Halloran 
<sohalloran@wallpolice.org>; Michael Hurden <mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes <thughes@wallpolice.org>; 
Statebd <statebd@doe.nj.gov>; Jennifer Mccann <jmccann@wallpublicschools.org>; Kathleen Doran 
<woods223@gmail.com>; Office of Superintendent <officeofsuperintendent@wallpublicschools.org> 
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2023 at 03:48:18 PM EDT 
Subject: Re: I still await the Separation Agreement - Employee ID 7343 
 
Dr. Richens: 
 
Can you kindly reach out to Dr. Handerhan.  I still do not have the Separation Agreement for Rose 
Sirchio.  
 
Regards,  
 
Betsy Cross  
 
--- Forwarded M essage ----- 
From : "bcross517@ aol.com " <bcross517@ aol.com > 
To: "Office of Superintendent" <officeofsuperintendent@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Lester W . Richens" 
<lester.richens@ doe.nj.gov> 
Cc: "com ptroller" <com ptrollertips@ osc.state.nj.us>, "kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov" 
<kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov>, "M acDougall Scott [OSC]" <scott.m acdougall@ osc.nj.gov>, "Dawn Chom a" 
<dchom a@ wallpublicschools.org>, "M adelyn Kolasis" <m kolasis@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Joyce 
M cCabe" <jm ccabe@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Elaine Harder" <eharder@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"Jake  Algor" <jalgor@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Phil  Kurtz" <pkurtz@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jam es 
Slattery" <jslattery@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jason Berhalter" <jberhalter@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"kerrin m cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org" <km cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Bryan  Clayton" 
<bclayton@ wallpublicschools.org>, "John Higham " <jhigham @ wallpublicschools.org>, "Sean 
O'Halloran" <sohalloran@ wallpolice.org>, "M ichael Hurden" <m hurden@ wallpolice.org>, "Ty Hughes" 
<thughes@ wallpolice.org>, "Statebd" <statebd@ doe.nj.gov>, "Jennifer M ccann" 
<jm ccann@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Kathleen Doran" <woods223@ gm ail.com > 
Sent: W ed, Sep 20, 2023 at 2:56 PM  
Subject: Re: I still await the Separation Agreem ent - Em ployee ID 7343 
 
 
Dr. Handerhan and Dr. Richens: 
 
I submitted and OPRA for the Settlement Agreement for employee number #7343 this am and 
requested it be returned by noon.   Mr. Smyth is not returning it.  Given he reports into you Dr. 
Handerhan can you ask that he promptly returns it.   
 



It was voted on and approved last night at the public meeting via a hand carry so certainly this should 
have been sent to me immediately.  If it had been attached, I would not have had to OPRA it.   
 
What is the district hiding by not having it placed on the agenda last night?   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
 
On Wednesday, September 20, 2023 at 12:33:04 PM EDT, bcross51x@xxx.xxm <bcross517@aol.com> wrote:  
 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail 
 
M r. Sm yth:   
 
Can you kindly forward m e the Separation Agreem ent for Rose Sirchio it is now 12:30 PM  and I have 
not received it from  you.   
 
Given the W all BOE voted and approved it last night at the public m eeting it certainly should be quite 
handy for you to scan and send m e via e:m ail.   
 
The voting m em bers were Christine Steitz, Adam  Nasr, Ralph Addonizio, Kathleen DiGiovanni, Ken 
W ondrack, Chris San Filippo, Kristen Hodnett, Jam es M aliff and Thom as Buffa.  
 
The other item s can be answered before days end. I will follow-up with Tracy Handerhan and Lester 
Richens if I do not receive it by 1:00 PM  today.   
 
Thank you for your prom pt attention in this m atter!   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
----- Forwarded M essage ----- 
From : "bcross517@ aol.com " <bcross517@ aol.com > 
To: "OPRA Request" <opra@ wallpublicschools.org> 
Cc: "com ptroller" <com ptrollertips@ osc.state.nj.us>, "kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov" 
<kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov>, "M acDougall Scott [OSC]" <scott.m acdougall@ osc.nj.gov>, "Dawn Chom a" 
<dchom a@ wallpublicschools.org>, "M adelyn Kolasis" <m kolasis@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Joyce 
M cCabe" <jm ccabe@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Elaine Harder" <eharder@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"Jake  Algor" <jalgor@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Phil  Kurtz" <pkurtz@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jam es 
Slattery" <jslattery@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jason Berhalter" <jberhalter@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"kerrin m cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org" <km cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Bryan  Clayton" 
<bclayton@ wallpublicschools.org>, "John Higham " <jhigham @ wallpublicschools.org>, "Lester W . 
Richens" <lester.richens@ doe.nj.gov>, "Sean O'Halloran" <sohalloran@ wallpolice.org>, "M ichael 
Hurden" <m hurden@ wallpolice.org>, "Ty Hughes" <thughes@ wallpolice.org>, "Statebd" 



<statebd@ doe.nj.gov>, "Jennifer M ccann" <jm ccann@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Kathleen Doran" 
<woods223@ gm ail.com > 
Sent: W ed, Sep 20, 2023 at 9:58 AM  
Subject: Separation Agreem ent - Rose Sirchio and m ore - kindly respond by noon today 
 
 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail 
 
Hello Mr. Smyth:   
 
May I please have a copy of the Separation Agreement for Rose Sirchio ID #7343 that was a hand 
carry on last night's agenda read by Brian Smyth. 
 
There was nothing attached or provided to the public.  It certainly should have been given her 
previous job was posted on September 7, 2023, it seemed planned that it was not on the agenda so 
no one would ever see it looking back to agenda's and not watching the meeting on the live stream.     
 
The complete lack of Transparency at every turn in the Wall BOE is disturbing.   
 
I would like this document by noon today.     
 
It seems we have paid Ms. Sirchio for 354 days in "paid" administrative leave since April 12, 2021 
and Ms. Sirchio still has banked 327 days (see attached attendance records for July 1, 2022, through 
last week).   
 
What exactly did the BOE members approve last night that the residents of Wall will be paying that 
you do not want us to see?.   
  
I don't think anyone in Wall Twp. is shocked that not one person is running for the 3 open BOE seats 
this November.  NO ONE wants to be a part of this Wall BOE given the complete lack of 
transparency.    
 
Your attorney bills for just "Personnel matters" for May 2023, June 2023 and July 2023 were 
$32,669.50.  It is certainly time a state agency comes in and audit this Separation agreement and 
much more!   The children of Wall deserve so much better!    
 
Wall BOE President - Christine Steitz, I asked you again last night and was rudely cut off by the Wall 
BOE attorney Athina Cornell.  So again, who gave my minor son's picture to the law firm of Sciarrillo, 
Cornell, McKeever Osborne LLC to be used in their reply brief without Dr. Handerhan's knowledge 
per Lester Richens.   Who is making decisions like this if not the Superintendent of the district?  I did 
see Mr. Smyth was copied as well when his picture was unlawfully used in a reply brief.     I would like 
this answer also by noon today.     
 
The below OPRA is also overdue regarding the Central School Trailers.   
 
Ms. Steitz has Mr. Smyth been deposed yet on the Central School Trailer lawsuit.  This questioned 
has been asked during BOE meetings and in writing to no response.  I recall watching Mr. Smyth just 
laugh to the reporter when he was asked this question from the Coast Star after the July BOE public 
meeting.   
 
Regards, 



  
Betsy Cross  
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx <b xxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx> 
To: OPRA Request <xxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx> 
Cc: Boardmembers <boardmembers@wallpublicschools.org>; thanderxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
<thanderhan@wallpublicschools.org>; Craig Klein <cklein@rlminc.org>; Barbara Murphy 
<xxxxxxx@xxxxxx.xxx>; comptroller <comptrollertips@osc.state.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov 
<xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; MacDougall Scott [OSC] <scott.macdougall@osc.nj.gov>; Sean 
O'Halloran <xxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx>; Michael Hurden <mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes 
<thughes@wallpolice.org>; Kathleen Doran <woods223@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 at 03:59:57 PM EDT 
Subject: OPRA request for public information 
 

OPRA REQUEST FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Brian Smyth: 
May I please have a copy of any claim submitted with all responsive 
documents including the claims transmittal form and tort claim notice form 
sent to Qual-Lynx from Brian Smyth, Dawn Choma or anyone in charge of 
sending in claims notices from the Wall Twp. School District.  Be sure to 
include any claims submitted related to Luke Grasso.   It should have 
been August 2019 from reviewing Dawn Choma's e:mail to Michael 
Gross.    
 
 
 

The time frame is August 27, 2019 to June 30, 2020. 
 
The fax number they are sent to at Qual-Lynx is (609) 365 - 4000.   
 
Loss and Liability Claims 

As soon as you are aware of the incident, report  claim to Qual-Lynx. 
Tel: (609) 653-8400 
Fax: (609) 365-4000 
Claims must be submitted via fax using the Claim Transmittal Form.  
Tort Claims Notice 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 



----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: bcross517@aol.com <bcross517@aol.com> 
To: OPRA Request <opra@wallpublicschools.org> 
Cc: comptroller <comptrollxxxxxx@xxx.xxate.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov <kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov>; MacDougall Scott 
[OSC] <scott.macdougall@osc.nj.gov>; Dawn Choma <dchoma@wallpublicschools.org>; Madelyn Kolasis 
<mkolasis@wallpublicschools.org>; Joyce McCabe <jmccabe@wallpublicschools.org>; Elaine Harder 
<eharder@wallpublicschools.org>; Jake Algor <jalgor@wallpublicschools.org>; Phil Kurtz 
<pkurtz@wallpublicschools.org>; James Slattery <jslattery@wallpublicschools.org>; Jason Berhalter 
<jberhalter@wallpublicschools.org>; kerrin mcgowan@wallpublicschools.org <kmcgowan@wallpublicschools.org>; Bryan 
Clayton <bclayton@wallpublicschools.org>; John Higham <jhigham@wallpublicschools.org>; Lester W. Richens 
<lester.richenx@xxx.xx.gov>; Sean O'Halloran <sohalloran@wallpolice.org>; Michael Hurden 
<mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes <thughes@wallpolice.org>; Statebd <statebd@doe.nj.gov>; Jennifer Mccann 
<jmccann@wallpublicschools.org>; Kathleen Doran <woods223@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2023 at 12:33:04 PM EDT 
Subject: I still await the Separation Agreement - Rose Sirchio 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail  
 
M r. Sm yth:   
 
Can you kindly forward m e the Separation Agreem ent for Rose Sirchio it is now 12:30 PM  and I have 
not received it from  you.   
 
Given the W all BOE voted and approved it last night at the public m eeting it certainly should be quite 
handy for you to scan and send m e via e:m ail.   
 
The voting m em bers were Christine Steitz, Adam  Nasr, Ralph Addonizio, Kathleen DiGiovanni, Ken 
W ondrack, Chris San Filippo, Kristen Hodnett, Jam es M aliff and Thom as Buffa.  
 
The other item s can be answered before days end. I will follow-up with Tracy Handerhan and Lester 
Richens if I do not receive it by 1:00 PM  today.   
 
Thank you for your prom pt attention in this m atter!   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
----- Forwarded M essage ----- 
From : "bcross517@ aol.com " <bcross517@ aol.com > 
To: "OPRA Request" <opra@ wallpublicschools.org> 
Cc: "com ptroller" <com ptrollertips@ osc.state.nj.us>, "kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov" 
<kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov>, "M acDougall Scott [OSC]" <scott.m acdougall@ osc.nj.gov>, "Dawn Chom a" 
<dchom a@ wallpublicschools.org>, "M adelyn Kolasis" <m kolasis@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Joyce 
M cCabe" <jm ccabe@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Elaine Harder" <eharder@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"Jake  Algor" <jalgor@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Phil  Kurtz" <pkurtz@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jam es 
Slattery" <jslattery@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jason Berhalter" <jberhalter@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"kerrin m cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org" <km cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Bryan  Clayton" 
<bclayton@ wallpublicschools.org>, "John Higham " <jhigham @ wallpublicschools.org>, "Lester W . 
Richens" <lester.richens@ doe.nj.gov>, "Sean O'Halloran" <sohalloran@ wallpolice.org>, "M ichael 
Hurden" <m hurden@ wallpolice.org>, "Ty Hughes" <thughes@ wallpolice.org>, "Statebd" 



<statebd@ doe.nj.gov>, "Jennifer M ccann" <jm ccann@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Kathleen Doran" 
<woods223@ gm ail.com > 
Sent: W ed, Sep 20, 2023 at 9:58 AM  
Subject: Separation Agreem ent - Rose Sirchio and m ore - kindly respond by noon today 
 
 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail 
 
Hello Mr. Smyth:   
 
May I please have a copy of the Separation Agreement for Rose Sirchio ID #7343 that was a hand 
carry on last night's agenda read by Brian Smyth. 
 
There was nothing attached or provided to the public.  It certainly should have been given her 
previous job was posted on September 7, 2023, it seemed planned that it was not on the agenda so 
no one would ever see it looking back to agenda's and not watching the meeting on the live stream.     
 
The complete lack of Transparency at every turn in the Wall BOE is disturbing.   
 
I would like this document by noon today.     
 
It seems we have paid Ms. Sirchio for 354 days in "paid" administrative leave since April 12, 2021 
and Ms. Sirchio still has banked 327 days (see attached attendance records for July 1, 2022, through 
last week).   
 
What exactly did the BOE members approve last night that the residents of Wall will be paying that 
you do not want us to see?.   
  
I don't think anyone in Wall Twp. is shocked that not one person is running for the 3 open BOE seats 
this November.  NO ONE wants to be a part of this Wall BOE given the complete lack of 
transparency.    
 
Your attorney bills for just "Personnel matters" for May 2023, June 2023 and July 2023 were 
$32,669.50.  It is certainly time a state agency comes in and audit this Separation agreement and 
much more!   The children of Wall deserve so much better!    
 
Wall BOE President - Christine Steitz, I asked you again last night and was rudely cut off by the Wall 
BOE attorney Athina Cornell.  So again, who gave my minor son's picture to the law firm of Sciarrillo, 
Cornell, McKeever Osborne LLC to be used in their reply brief without Dr. Handerhan's knowledge 
per Lester Richens.   Who is making decisions like this if not the Superintendent of the district?  I did 
see Mr. Smyth was copied as well when his picture was unlawfully used in a reply brief.     I would like 
this answer also by noon today.     
 
The below OPRA is also overdue regarding the Central School Trailers.   
 
Ms. Steitz has Mr. Smyth been deposed yet on the Central School Trailer lawsuit.  This questioned 
has been asked during BOE meetings and in writing to no response.  I recall watching Mr. Smyth just 
laugh to the reporter when he was asked this question from the Coast Star after the July BOE public 
meeting.   
 
Regards, 



  
Betsy Cross  
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx <b xxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx> 
To: OPRA Request <xxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx> 
Cc: Boardmembers <boardmembers@wallpublicschools.org>; thanderxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
<thanderhan@wallpublicschools.org>; Craig Klein <cklein@rlminc.org>; Barbara Murphy 
<xxxxxxx@xxxxxx.xxx>; comptroller <comptrollertips@osc.state.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov 
<xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; MacDougall Scott [OSC] <scott.macdougall@osc.nj.gov>; Sean 
O'Halloran <xxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx>; Michael Hurden <mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes 
<thughes@wallpolice.org>; Kathleen Doran <woods223@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 at 03:59:57 PM EDT 
Subject: OPRA request for public information 
 

OPRA REQUEST FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Brian Smyth: 
May I please have a copy of any claim submitted with all responsive 
documents including the claims transmittal form and tort claim notice form 
sent to Qual-Lynx from Brian Smyth, Dawn Choma or anyone in charge of 
sending in claims notices from the Wall Twp. School District.  Be sure to 
include any claims submitted related to Luke Grasso.   It should have 
been August 2019 from reviewing Dawn Choma's e:mail to Michael 
Gross.    
 
 
 

The time frame is August 27, 2019 to June 30, 2020. 
 
The fax number they are sent to at Qual-Lynx is (609) 365 - 4000.   
 
Loss and Liability Claims 

As soon as you are aware of the incident, report  claim to Qual-Lynx. 
Tel: (609) 653-8400 
Fax: (609) 365-4000 
Claims must be submitted via fax using the Claim Transmittal Form.  
Tort Claims Notice 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 



Larkins, Jeannette

From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx
Sent: Thursday, September 28, 2023 12:41 PM
To: Lester W. Richens
Cc: kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov; MacDougall Scott [OSC]; comptroller; Statebd; Sean O'Halloran; Michael 

Hurden; Ty Hughes; Roberta Lang; Sean Kean; Timothy Farrell; Kevin Orender; Tim Clayton; Erin 
Mangan; xxxxxxxxxx@xxxxx.xxx; Boardmembers; Office of Superintendent; OPRA Request; 
Jacqueline Roman; Wall Township News; Statebd; Statebd

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: I still await the Separation Agreement - Employee ID 7343 - Can Brian Smyth redact 
items and is it not considered Immediate Access?

*** CAUTION *** 

This message came from an EXTERNAL address (bcross517@aol.com). DO NOT click on links or attachments unless you know the 
sender and the content is safe.  

New Jersey State Government Employees Should Forward Messages That May Be Cyber Security Risks To 
PhishReport@cyber.nj.gov. 

 
2nd request 
 
 
Dr. Richens: 
 
I still have not received the settlement agreement for Rose Sirchio and responses to the below.  
 
Can you advise when you approved the separation agreement for Rose Sirchio or was it the Commissioner of 
Education?  
 
What is the hold up? 
 
Regards,  
 
Betsy Cross 

 
 
On Fri, Sep 22, 2023 at 2:37 PM , bcross517@ aol.com  
<bcross517@ aol.com > wrote: 

Dr. Richens:     
 
Can you kindly advise if the Wall BOE is allowed to redact anything in the Wall BOE Separation 
Agreement with Rose Sirchio signed by Wall BOE President Christine Steitz and advise if it is NOT 
considered immediate access?   
 
Dr. Richens as you are aware, Mr. Sirchio has been on paid Administrative Leave since April 12, 
2021.  Without any mention of the separation agreement, it was a hand carry read by Mr. Smyth at 
the request of BOE President Christine Steitz on Tuesday night after 9:00 PM right before the vote of 
the consent agenda.   
 



Why was it not on the agenda given the HS Principal job was posted on September 7, 2023?  
 
Why was it not read into the record at 7:30 PM right after role call?      
 
Please see Mr. Smyth's reply below i received today.   
 
"The Wall Township Board of Education, (District) is in receipt of your emailed request received at 
9:58 AM on September 20, 2023, wherein you requested records to be returned to you by noon that 
day same day.  
 
We are responding to the following request. “Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return 
all via e:mail May I please have a copy of the Separation Agreement for Rose Sirchio ID 
#7343..”  
 
Please also know that the government record you have requested is not a record that is deemed to 
be an “immediate access” government record. The requested record is categorized as a Personnel 
Record that is subject to disclosure under OPRA subject to redactions as appropriate. With that 
considered, please know that a timely response will be provided in accordance with the requirements 
of OPRA".   
 
 
KINDLY CONFIRM RECEIPT.   Can you kindly remind me again who your supervisor is as I will 
reach out to them if I do not hear back from you.  I know you sent me the person's name years ago, 
but I have no idea if it is the same person now.   
 
I have copied the Comptroller's Office, my local assemblyman and Wall Municipal as well.   
 
I look forward to your written response.   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
 





 
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: bcross517@aol.com <bcross517@aol.com> 
To: Lester W. Richens <lester.richenx@xxx.xx.xxv> 
Cc: comptroller <comptrollxxxxxx@xxx.xxate.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov <kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov>; MacDougall Scott 
[OSC] <scott.macdougall@osc.nj.gov>; Dawn Choma <dchoma@wallpublicschools.org>; Madelyn Kolasis 
<mkolasis@wallpublicschools.org>; Joyce McCabe <jmccabe@wallpublicschools.org>; Elaine Harder 
<eharder@wallpublicschools.org>; Jake Algor <jalgor@wallpublicschools.org>; Phil Kurtz 
<pkurtz@wallpublicschools.org>; James Slattery <jslattery@wallpublicschools.org>; Jason Berhalter 
<jberhalter@wallpublicschools.org>; kerrin mcgowan@wallpublicschools.org <kmcgowan@wallpublicschools.org>; Bryan 
Clayton <bclayton@wallpublicschools.org>; John Higham <jhigham@wallpublicschools.org>; Sean O'Halloran 
<sohalloran@wallpolice.org>; Michael Hurden <mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes <thughes@wallpolice.org>; 
Statebd <statebd@doe.nj.gov>; Jennifer Mccann <jmccann@wallpublicschools.org>; Kathleen Doran 
<woods223@gmail.com>; Office of Superintendent <officeofsuperintendent@wallpublicschools.org> 
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2023 at 03:48:18 PM EDT 
Subject: Re: I still await the Separation Agreement - Employee ID 7343 
 
Dr. Richens: 
 
Can you kindly reach out to Dr. Handerhan.  I still do not have the Separation Agreement for Rose 
Sirchio.  
 
Regards,  
 
Betsy Cross  
 
--- Forwarded M essage ----- 
From : "bcross517@ aol.com " <bcross517@ aol.com > 
To: "Office of Superintendent" <officeofsuperintendent@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Lester W . Richens" 
<lester.richens@ doe.nj.gov> 
Cc: "com ptroller" <com ptrollertips@ osc.state.nj.us>, "kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov" 
<kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov>, "M acDougall Scott [OSC]" <scott.m acdougall@ osc.nj.gov>, "Dawn Chom a" 
<dchom a@ wallpublicschools.org>, "M adelyn Kolasis" <m kolasis@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Joyce 
M cCabe" <jm ccabe@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Elaine Harder" <eharder@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"Jake  Algor" <jalgor@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Phil  Kurtz" <pkurtz@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jam es 
Slattery" <jslattery@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jason Berhalter" <jberhalter@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"kerrin m cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org" <km cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Bryan  Clayton" 
<bclayton@ wallpublicschools.org>, "John Higham " <jhigham @ wallpublicschools.org>, "Sean 
O'Halloran" <sohalloran@ wallpolice.org>, "M ichael Hurden" <m hurden@ wallpolice.org>, "Ty Hughes" 
<thughes@ wallpolice.org>, "Statebd" <statebd@ doe.nj.gov>, "Jennifer M ccann" 
<jm ccann@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Kathleen Doran" <woods223@ gm ail.com > 
Sent: W ed, Sep 20, 2023 at 2:56 PM  
Subject: Re: I still await the Separation Agreem ent - Em ployee ID 7343 
 
 
Dr. Handerhan and Dr. Richens: 
 
I submitted and OPRA for the Settlement Agreement for employee number #7343 this am and 
requested it be returned by noon.   Mr. Smyth is not returning it.  Given he reports into you Dr. 
Handerhan can you ask that he promptly returns it.   
 



It was voted on and approved last night at the public meeting via a hand carry so certainly this should 
have been sent to me immediately.  If it had been attached, I would not have had to OPRA it.   
 
What is the district hiding by not having it placed on the agenda last night?   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
 
On Wednesday, September 20, 2023 at 12:33:04 PM EDT, bcross51x@xxx.xxm <bcross517@aol.com> wrote:  
 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail 
 
M r. Sm yth:   
 
Can you kindly forward m e the Separation Agreem ent for Rose Sirchio it is now 12:30 PM  and I have 
not received it from  you.   
 
Given the W all BOE voted and approved it last night at the public m eeting it certainly should be quite 
handy for you to scan and send m e via e:m ail.   
 
The voting m em bers were Christine Steitz, Adam  Nasr, Ralph Addonizio, Kathleen DiGiovanni, Ken 
W ondrack, Chris San Filippo, Kristen Hodnett, Jam es M aliff and Thom as Buffa.  
 
The other item s can be answered before days end. I will follow-up with Tracy Handerhan and Lester 
Richens if I do not receive it by 1:00 PM  today.   
 
Thank you for your prom pt attention in this m atter!   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
----- Forwarded M essage ----- 
From : "bcross517@ aol.com " <bcross517@ aol.com > 
To: "OPRA Request" <opra@ wallpublicschools.org> 
Cc: "com ptroller" <com ptrollertips@ osc.state.nj.us>, "kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov" 
<kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov>, "M acDougall Scott [OSC]" <scott.m acdougall@ osc.nj.gov>, "Dawn Chom a" 
<dchom a@ wallpublicschools.org>, "M adelyn Kolasis" <m kolasis@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Joyce 
M cCabe" <jm ccabe@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Elaine Harder" <eharder@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"Jake  Algor" <jalgor@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Phil  Kurtz" <pkurtz@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jam es 
Slattery" <jslattery@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jason Berhalter" <jberhalter@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"kerrin m cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org" <km cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Bryan  Clayton" 
<bclayton@ wallpublicschools.org>, "John Higham " <jhigham @ wallpublicschools.org>, "Lester W . 
Richens" <lester.richens@ doe.nj.gov>, "Sean O'Halloran" <sohalloran@ wallpolice.org>, "M ichael 
Hurden" <m hurden@ wallpolice.org>, "Ty Hughes" <thughes@ wallpolice.org>, "Statebd" 



<statebd@ doe.nj.gov>, "Jennifer M ccann" <jm ccann@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Kathleen Doran" 
<woods223@ gm ail.com > 
Sent: W ed, Sep 20, 2023 at 9:58 AM  
Subject: Separation Agreem ent - Rose Sirchio and m ore - kindly respond by noon today 
 
 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail 
 
Hello Mr. Smyth:   
 
May I please have a copy of the Separation Agreement for Rose Sirchio ID #7343 that was a hand 
carry on last night's agenda read by Brian Smyth. 
 
There was nothing attached or provided to the public.  It certainly should have been given her 
previous job was posted on September 7, 2023, it seemed planned that it was not on the agenda so 
no one would ever see it looking back to agenda's and not watching the meeting on the live stream.     
 
The complete lack of Transparency at every turn in the Wall BOE is disturbing.   
 
I would like this document by noon today.     
 
It seems we have paid Ms. Sirchio for 354 days in "paid" administrative leave since April 12, 2021 
and Ms. Sirchio still has banked 327 days (see attached attendance records for July 1, 2022, through 
last week).   
 
What exactly did the BOE members approve last night that the residents of Wall will be paying that 
you do not want us to see?.   
  
I don't think anyone in Wall Twp. is shocked that not one person is running for the 3 open BOE seats 
this November.  NO ONE wants to be a part of this Wall BOE given the complete lack of 
transparency.    
 
Your attorney bills for just "Personnel matters" for May 2023, June 2023 and July 2023 were 
$32,669.50.  It is certainly time a state agency comes in and audit this Separation agreement and 
much more!   The children of Wall deserve so much better!    
 
Wall BOE President - Christine Steitz, I asked you again last night and was rudely cut off by the Wall 
BOE attorney Athina Cornell.  So again, who gave my minor son's picture to the law firm of Sciarrillo, 
Cornell, McKeever Osborne LLC to be used in their reply brief without Dr. Handerhan's knowledge 
per Lester Richens.   Who is making decisions like this if not the Superintendent of the district?  I did 
see Mr. Smyth was copied as well when his picture was unlawfully used in a reply brief.     I would like 
this answer also by noon today.     
 
The below OPRA is also overdue regarding the Central School Trailers.   
 
Ms. Steitz has Mr. Smyth been deposed yet on the Central School Trailer lawsuit.  This questioned 
has been asked during BOE meetings and in writing to no response.  I recall watching Mr. Smyth just 
laugh to the reporter when he was asked this question from the Coast Star after the July BOE public 
meeting.   
 
Regards, 



  
Betsy Cross  
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx <b xxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx> 
To: OPRA Request <xxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx> 
Cc: Boardmembers <boardmembers@wallpublicschools.org>; thanderxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
<thanderhan@wallpublicschools.org>; Craig Klein <cklein@rlminc.org>; Barbara Murphy 
<xxxxxxx@xxxxxx.xxx>; comptroller <comptrollertips@osc.state.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov 
<xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; MacDougall Scott [OSC] <scott.macdougall@osc.nj.gov>; Sean 
O'Halloran <xxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx>; Michael Hurden <mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes 
<thughes@wallpolice.org>; Kathleen Doran <woods223@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 at 03:59:57 PM EDT 
Subject: OPRA request for public information 
 

OPRA REQUEST FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Brian Smyth: 
May I please have a copy of any claim submitted with all responsive 
documents including the claims transmittal form and tort claim notice form 
sent to Qual-Lynx from Brian Smyth, Dawn Choma or anyone in charge of 
sending in claims notices from the Wall Twp. School District.  Be sure to 
include any claims submitted related to Luke Grasso.   It should have 
been August 2019 from reviewing Dawn Choma's e:mail to Michael 
Gross.    
 
 
 

The time frame is August 27, 2019 to June 30, 2020. 
 
The fax number they are sent to at Qual-Lynx is (609) 365 - 4000.   
 
Loss and Liability Claims 

As soon as you are aware of the incident, report  claim to Qual-Lynx. 
Tel: (609) 653-8400 
Fax: (609) 365-4000 
Claims must be submitted via fax using the Claim Transmittal Form.  
Tort Claims Notice 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 



----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: bcross517@aol.com <bcross517@aol.com> 
To: OPRA Request <opra@wallpublicschools.org> 
Cc: comptroller <comptrollxxxxxx@xxx.xxate.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov <kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov>; MacDougall Scott 
[OSC] <scott.macdougall@osc.nj.gov>; Dawn Choma <dchoma@wallpublicschools.org>; Madelyn Kolasis 
<mkolasis@wallpublicschools.org>; Joyce McCabe <jmccabe@wallpublicschools.org>; Elaine Harder 
<eharder@wallpublicschools.org>; Jake Algor <jalgor@wallpublicschools.org>; Phil Kurtz 
<pkurtz@wallpublicschools.org>; James Slattery <jslattery@wallpublicschools.org>; Jason Berhalter 
<jberhalter@wallpublicschools.org>; kerrin mcgowan@wallpublicschools.org <kmcgowan@wallpublicschools.org>; Bryan 
Clayton <bclayton@wallpublicschools.org>; John Higham <jhigham@wallpublicschools.org>; Lester W. Richens 
<lester.richenx@xxx.xx.gov>; Sean O'Halloran <sohalloran@wallpolice.org>; Michael Hurden 
<mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes <thughes@wallpolice.org>; Statebd <statebd@doe.nj.gov>; Jennifer Mccann 
<jmccann@wallpublicschools.org>; Kathleen Doran <woods223@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2023 at 12:33:04 PM EDT 
Subject: I still await the Separation Agreement - Rose Sirchio 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail  
 
M r. Sm yth:   
 
Can you kindly forward m e the Separation Agreem ent for Rose Sirchio it is now 12:30 PM  and I have 
not received it from  you.   
 
Given the W all BOE voted and approved it last night at the public m eeting it certainly should be quite 
handy for you to scan and send m e via e:m ail.   
 
The voting m em bers were Christine Steitz, Adam  Nasr, Ralph Addonizio, Kathleen DiGiovanni, Ken 
W ondrack, Chris San Filippo, Kristen Hodnett, Jam es M aliff and Thom as Buffa.  
 
The other item s can be answered before days end. I will follow-up with Tracy Handerhan and Lester 
Richens if I do not receive it by 1:00 PM  today.   
 
Thank you for your prom pt attention in this m atter!   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
----- Forwarded M essage ----- 
From : "bcross517@ aol.com " <bcross517@ aol.com > 
To: "OPRA Request" <opra@ wallpublicschools.org> 
Cc: "com ptroller" <com ptrollertips@ osc.state.nj.us>, "kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov" 
<kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov>, "M acDougall Scott [OSC]" <scott.m acdougall@ osc.nj.gov>, "Dawn Chom a" 
<dchom a@ wallpublicschools.org>, "M adelyn Kolasis" <m kolasis@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Joyce 
M cCabe" <jm ccabe@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Elaine Harder" <eharder@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"Jake  Algor" <jalgor@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Phil  Kurtz" <pkurtz@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jam es 
Slattery" <jslattery@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jason Berhalter" <jberhalter@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"kerrin m cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org" <km cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Bryan  Clayton" 
<bclayton@ wallpublicschools.org>, "John Higham " <jhigham @ wallpublicschools.org>, "Lester W . 
Richens" <lester.richens@ doe.nj.gov>, "Sean O'Halloran" <sohalloran@ wallpolice.org>, "M ichael 
Hurden" <m hurden@ wallpolice.org>, "Ty Hughes" <thughes@ wallpolice.org>, "Statebd" 



<statebd@ doe.nj.gov>, "Jennifer M ccann" <jm ccann@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Kathleen Doran" 
<woods223@ gm ail.com > 
Sent: W ed, Sep 20, 2023 at 9:58 AM  
Subject: Separation Agreem ent - Rose Sirchio and m ore - kindly respond by noon today 
 
 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail 
 
Hello Mr. Smyth:   
 
May I please have a copy of the Separation Agreement for Rose Sirchio ID #7343 that was a hand 
carry on last night's agenda read by Brian Smyth. 
 
There was nothing attached or provided to the public.  It certainly should have been given her 
previous job was posted on September 7, 2023, it seemed planned that it was not on the agenda so 
no one would ever see it looking back to agenda's and not watching the meeting on the live stream.     
 
The complete lack of Transparency at every turn in the Wall BOE is disturbing.   
 
I would like this document by noon today.     
 
It seems we have paid Ms. Sirchio for 354 days in "paid" administrative leave since April 12, 2021 
and Ms. Sirchio still has banked 327 days (see attached attendance records for July 1, 2022, through 
last week).   
 
What exactly did the BOE members approve last night that the residents of Wall will be paying that 
you do not want us to see?.   
  
I don't think anyone in Wall Twp. is shocked that not one person is running for the 3 open BOE seats 
this November.  NO ONE wants to be a part of this Wall BOE given the complete lack of 
transparency.    
 
Your attorney bills for just "Personnel matters" for May 2023, June 2023 and July 2023 were 
$32,669.50.  It is certainly time a state agency comes in and audit this Separation agreement and 
much more!   The children of Wall deserve so much better!    
 
Wall BOE President - Christine Steitz, I asked you again last night and was rudely cut off by the Wall 
BOE attorney Athina Cornell.  So again, who gave my minor son's picture to the law firm of Sciarrillo, 
Cornell, McKeever Osborne LLC to be used in their reply brief without Dr. Handerhan's knowledge 
per Lester Richens.   Who is making decisions like this if not the Superintendent of the district?  I did 
see Mr. Smyth was copied as well when his picture was unlawfully used in a reply brief.     I would like 
this answer also by noon today.     
 
The below OPRA is also overdue regarding the Central School Trailers.   
 
Ms. Steitz has Mr. Smyth been deposed yet on the Central School Trailer lawsuit.  This questioned 
has been asked during BOE meetings and in writing to no response.  I recall watching Mr. Smyth just 
laugh to the reporter when he was asked this question from the Coast Star after the July BOE public 
meeting.   
 
Regards, 



  
Betsy Cross  
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx <b xxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx> 
To: OPRA Request <xxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx> 
Cc: Boardmembers <boardmembers@wallpublicschools.org>; thanderxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
<thanderhan@wallpublicschools.org>; Craig Klein <cklein@rlminc.org>; Barbara Murphy 
<xxxxxxx@xxxxxx.xxx>; comptroller <comptrollertips@osc.state.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov 
<xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; MacDougall Scott [OSC] <scott.macdxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; Sean 
O'Halloran <xxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx>; Michael Hurden <mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes 
<thughes@wallpolice.org>; Kathleen Doran <woods223@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 at 03:59:57 PM EDT 
Subject: OPRA request for public information 
 

OPRA REQUEST FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Brian Smyth: 
May I please have a copy of any claim submitted with all responsive 
documents including the claims transmittal form and tort claim notice form 
sent to Qual-Lynx from Brian Smyth, Dawn Choma or anyone in charge of 
sending in claims notices from the Wall Twp. School District.  Be sure to 
include any claims submitted related to Luke Grasso.   It should have 
been August 2019 from reviewing Dawn Choma's e:mail to Michael 
Gross.    
 
 
 

The time frame is August 27, 2019 to June 30, 2020. 
 
The fax number they are sent to at Qual-Lynx is (609) 365 - 4000.   
 
Loss and Liability Claims 

As soon as you are aware of the incident, report  claim to Qual-Lynx. 
Tel: (609) 653-8400 
Fax: (609) 365-4000 
Claims must be submitted via fax using the Claim Transmittal Form.  
Tort Claims Notice 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 

 



Larkins, Jeannette

From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx
Sent: Friday, September 29, 2023 8:24 AM
To: Lester W. Richens
Cc: kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov; MacDougall Scott [OSC]; comptroller; Statebd; Sean O'Halloran; Michael 

Hurden; Ty Hughes; Roberta Lang; Sean Kean; Timothy Farrell; Kevin Orender; Tim Clayton; Erin 
Mangan; xxxxxxxxxx@xxxxx.xxx; Boardmembers; Office of Superintendent; OPRA Request; 
Jacqueline Roman; Wall Township News; Joe Strupp; Christine Steitz; Adam Nasr; Kathleen 
DiGiovanni; Dawn Choma; Madelyn Kolasis; Joyce McCabe; Elaine Harder; Jake  Algor; Phil  Kurtz; 
James Slattery; Jason Berhalter; Heather  Daniel; kerrin mcgowan@wallpublicschools.org; Bryan  
Clayton; John Higham

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: I still await the Separation Agreement - Employee ID 7343 -

*** CAUTION *** 

This message came from an EXTERNAL address (xxxxxxx x x@xxx.xxx) . DO NOT click on links or attachments unless 
you know the sender and the content is safe.  

New Jersey State Government Employees Should Forward Messages That May Be Cyber Security Risks To 
x x x x x x x x x x x@xxxxx.xx.gov.  

 

3rd Request  
 
Dr. Richens: 
 
I still have not received the "separation agreement" for Rose Sirchio and responses to the below. 
Parents and Staff just received the below letter from Tracy Handerhan yesterday afternoon.   
 
Can you advise when you approved the separation agreement for Rose Sirchio that seems to be 
effective 9 months from now on June 30, 2024, or was it the Commissioner of Education?  
 
Today is the 7th business day for it to be returned from Mr. Smyth.   
 
 
Regards,  
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 





 
 
 
On Thursday, September 28, 2023 at 12:40:59 PM EDT, bcross517@aol.com <bcross517@aol.com> wrote:  
 
 
2nd request 
 
 
Dr. Richens: 
 
I still have not received the settlement agreement for Rose Sirchio and responses to the below.  
 
Can you advise when you approved the separation agreement for Rose Sirchio or was it the Commissioner of Education?  
 
What is the hold up? 
 
Regards,  
 
Betsy Cross 

 
 
On Fri, Sep 22, 2023 at 2:37 PM , bcross517@ aol.com  
<bcross517@ aol.com > wrote: 

Dr. Richens:     
 
Can you kindly advise if the Wall BOE is allowed to redact anything in the Wall BOE Separation 
Agreement with Rose Sirchio signed by Wall BOE President Christine Steitz and advise if it is NOT 
considered immediate access?   
 
Dr. Richens as you are aware, Mr. Sirchio has been on paid Administrative Leave since April 12, 
2021.  Without any mention of the separation agreement, it was a hand carry read by Mr. Smyth at 
the request of BOE President Christine Steitz on Tuesday night after 9:00 PM right before the vote of 
the consent agenda.   
 
Why was it not on the agenda given the HS Principal job was posted on September 7, 2023?  
 
Why was it not read into the record at 7:30 PM right after role call?      
 
Please see Mr. Smyth's reply below i received today.   
 
"The Wall Township Board of Education, (District) is in receipt of your emailed request received at 
9:58 AM on September 20, 2023, wherein you requested records to be returned to you by noon that 
day same day.  
 
We are responding to the following request. “Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return 
all via e:mail May I please have a copy of the Separation Agreement for Rose Sirchio ID 
#7343..”  
 
Please also know that the government record you have requested is not a record that is deemed to 
be an “immediate access” government record. The requested record is categorized as a Personnel 
Record that is subject to disclosure under OPRA subject to redactions as appropriate. With that 
considered, please know that a timely response will be provided in accordance with the requirements 
of OPRA".   



 
 
KINDLY CONFIRM RECEIPT.   Can you kindly remind me again who your supervisor is as I will 
reach out to them if I do not hear back from you.  I know you sent me the person's name years ago, 
but I have no idea if it is the same person now.   
 
I have copied the Comptroller's Office, my local assemblyman and Wall Municipal as well.   
 
I look forward to your written response.   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
 





 
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: bcross517@aol.com <bcross517@aol.com> 
To: Lester W. Richens <lester.richenx@xxx.xx.xxv> 
Cc: comptroller <comptrollxxxxxx@xxx.xxate.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov <kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov>; MacDougall Scott 
[OSC] <scott.macdougall@osc.nj.gov>; Dawn Choma <dchoma@wallpublicschools.org>; Madelyn Kolasis 
<mkolasis@wallpublicschools.org>; Joyce McCabe <jmccabe@wallpublicschools.org>; Elaine Harder 
<eharder@wallpublicschools.org>; Jake Algor <jalgor@wallpublicschools.org>; Phil Kurtz 
<pkurtz@wallpublicschools.org>; James Slattery <jslattery@wallpublicschools.org>; Jason Berhalter 
<jberhalter@wallpublicschools.org>; kerrin mcgowan@wallpublicschools.org <kmcgowan@wallpublicschools.org>; Bryan 
Clayton <bclayton@wallpublicschools.org>; John Higham <jhigham@wallpublicschools.org>; Sean O'Halloran 
<sohalloran@wallpolice.org>; Michael Hurden <mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes <thughes@wallpolice.org>; 
Statebd <statebd@doe.nj.gov>; Jennifer Mccann <jmccann@wallpublicschools.org>; Kathleen Doran 
<woods223@gmail.com>; Office of Superintendent <officeofsuperintendent@wallpublicschools.org> 
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2023 at 03:48:18 PM EDT 
Subject: Re: I still await the Separation Agreement - Employee ID 7343 
 
Dr. Richens: 
 
Can you kindly reach out to Dr. Handerhan.  I still do not have the Separation Agreement for Rose 
Sirchio.  
 
Regards,  
 
Betsy Cross  
 
--- Forwarded M essage ----- 
From : "bcross517@ aol.com " <bcross517@ aol.com > 
To: "Office of Superintendent" <officeofsuperintendent@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Lester W . Richens" 
<lester.richens@ doe.nj.gov> 
Cc: "com ptroller" <com ptrollertips@ osc.state.nj.us>, "kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov" 
<kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov>, "M acDougall Scott [OSC]" <scott.m acdougall@ osc.nj.gov>, "Dawn Chom a" 
<dchom a@ wallpublicschools.org>, "M adelyn Kolasis" <m kolasis@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Joyce 
M cCabe" <jm ccabe@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Elaine Harder" <eharder@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"Jake  Algor" <jalgor@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Phil  Kurtz" <pkurtz@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jam es 
Slattery" <jslattery@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jason Berhalter" <jberhalter@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"kerrin m cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org" <km cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Bryan  Clayton" 
<bclayton@ wallpublicschools.org>, "John Higham " <jhigham @ wallpublicschools.org>, "Sean 
O'Halloran" <sohalloran@ wallpolice.org>, "M ichael Hurden" <m hurden@ wallpolice.org>, "Ty Hughes" 
<thughes@ wallpolice.org>, "Statebd" <statebd@ doe.nj.gov>, "Jennifer M ccann" 
<jm ccann@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Kathleen Doran" <woods223@ gm ail.com > 
Sent: W ed, Sep 20, 2023 at 2:56 PM  
Subject: Re: I still await the Separation Agreem ent - Em ployee ID 7343 
 
 
Dr. Handerhan and Dr. Richens: 
 
I submitted and OPRA for the Settlement Agreement for employee number #7343 this am and 
requested it be returned by noon.   Mr. Smyth is not returning it.  Given he reports into you Dr. 
Handerhan can you ask that he promptly returns it.   
 



It was voted on and approved last night at the public meeting via a hand carry so certainly this should 
have been sent to me immediately.  If it had been attached, I would not have had to OPRA it.   
 
What is the district hiding by not having it placed on the agenda last night?   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
 
On Wednesday, September 20, 2023 at 12:33:04 PM EDT, bcross51x@xxx.xxm <bcross517@aol.com> wrote:  
 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail 
 
M r. Sm yth:   
 
Can you kindly forward m e the Separation Agreem ent for Rose Sirchio it is now 12:30 PM  and I have 
not received it from  you.   
 
Given the W all BOE voted and approved it last night at the public m eeting it certainly should be quite 
handy for you to scan and send m e via e:m ail.   
 
The voting m em bers were Christine Steitz, Adam  Nasr, Ralph Addonizio, Kathleen DiGiovanni, Ken 
W ondrack, Chris San Filippo, Kristen Hodnett, Jam es M aliff and Thom as Buffa.  
 
The other item s can be answered before days end. I will follow-up with Tracy Handerhan and Lester 
Richens if I do not receive it by 1:00 PM  today.   
 
Thank you for your prom pt attention in this m atter!   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
----- Forwarded M essage ----- 
From : "bcross517@ aol.com " <bcross517@ aol.com > 
To: "OPRA Request" <opra@ wallpublicschools.org> 
Cc: "com ptroller" <com ptrollertips@ osc.state.nj.us>, "kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov" 
<kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov>, "M acDougall Scott [OSC]" <scott.m acdougall@ osc.nj.gov>, "Dawn Chom a" 
<dchom a@ wallpublicschools.org>, "M adelyn Kolasis" <m kolasis@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Joyce 
M cCabe" <jm ccabe@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Elaine Harder" <eharder@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"Jake  Algor" <jalgor@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Phil  Kurtz" <pkurtz@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jam es 
Slattery" <jslattery@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jason Berhalter" <jberhalter@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"kerrin m cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org" <km cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Bryan  Clayton" 
<bclayton@ wallpublicschools.org>, "John Higham " <jhigham @ wallpublicschools.org>, "Lester W . 
Richens" <lester.richens@ doe.nj.gov>, "Sean O'Halloran" <sohalloran@ wallpolice.org>, "M ichael 
Hurden" <m hurden@ wallpolice.org>, "Ty Hughes" <thughes@ wallpolice.org>, "Statebd" 



<statebd@ doe.nj.gov>, "Jennifer M ccann" <jm ccann@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Kathleen Doran" 
<woods223@ gm ail.com > 
Sent: W ed, Sep 20, 2023 at 9:58 AM  
Subject: Separation Agreem ent - Rose Sirchio and m ore - kindly respond by noon today 
 
 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail 
 
Hello Mr. Smyth:   
 
May I please have a copy of the Separation Agreement for Rose Sirchio ID #7343 that was a hand 
carry on last night's agenda read by Brian Smyth. 
 
There was nothing attached or provided to the public.  It certainly should have been given her 
previous job was posted on September 7, 2023, it seemed planned that it was not on the agenda so 
no one would ever see it looking back to agenda's and not watching the meeting on the live stream.     
 
The complete lack of Transparency at every turn in the Wall BOE is disturbing.   
 
I would like this document by noon today.     
 
It seems we have paid Ms. Sirchio for 354 days in "paid" administrative leave since April 12, 2021 
and Ms. Sirchio still has banked 327 days (see attached attendance records for July 1, 2022, through 
last week).   
 
What exactly did the BOE members approve last night that the residents of Wall will be paying that 
you do not want us to see?.   
  
I don't think anyone in Wall Twp. is shocked that not one person is running for the 3 open BOE seats 
this November.  NO ONE wants to be a part of this Wall BOE given the complete lack of 
transparency.    
 
Your attorney bills for just "Personnel matters" for May 2023, June 2023 and July 2023 were 
$32,669.50.  It is certainly time a state agency comes in and audit this Separation agreement and 
much more!   The children of Wall deserve so much better!    
 
Wall BOE President - Christine Steitz, I asked you again last night and was rudely cut off by the Wall 
BOE attorney Athina Cornell.  So again, who gave my minor son's picture to the law firm of Sciarrillo, 
Cornell, McKeever Osborne LLC to be used in their reply brief without Dr. Handerhan's knowledge 
per Lester Richens.   Who is making decisions like this if not the Superintendent of the district?  I did 
see Mr. Smyth was copied as well when his picture was unlawfully used in a reply brief.     I would like 
this answer also by noon today.     
 
The below OPRA is also overdue regarding the Central School Trailers.   
 
Ms. Steitz has Mr. Smyth been deposed yet on the Central School Trailer lawsuit.  This questioned 
has been asked during BOE meetings and in writing to no response.  I recall watching Mr. Smyth just 
laugh to the reporter when he was asked this question from the Coast Star after the July BOE public 
meeting.   
 
Regards, 



  
Betsy Cross  
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx <b xxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx> 
To: OPRA Request <xxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx> 
Cc: Boardmembers <boardmembers@wallpublicschools.org>; thanderxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
<thanderhan@wallpublicschools.org>; Craig Klein <cklein@rlminc.org>; Barbara Murphy 
<xxxxxxx@xxxxxx.xxx>; comptroller <comptrollertips@osc.state.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov 
<xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; MacDougall Scott [OSC] <scott.macdxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; Sean 
O'Halloran <xxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx>; Michael Hurden <mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes 
<thughes@wallpolice.org>; Kathleen Doran <woods223@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 at 03:59:57 PM EDT 
Subject: OPRA request for public information 
 

OPRA REQUEST FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Brian Smyth: 
May I please have a copy of any claim submitted with all responsive 
documents including the claims transmittal form and tort claim notice form 
sent to Qual-Lynx from Brian Smyth, Dawn Choma or anyone in charge of 
sending in claims notices from the Wall Twp. School District.  Be sure to 
include any claims submitted related to Luke Grasso.   It should have 
been August 2019 from reviewing Dawn Choma's e:mail to Michael 
Gross.    
 
 
 

The time frame is August 27, 2019 to June 30, 2020. 
 
The fax number they are sent to at Qual-Lynx is (609) 365 - 4000.   
 
Loss and Liability Claims 

As soon as you are aware of the incident, report  claim to Qual-Lynx. 
Tel: (609) 653-8400 
Fax: (609) 365-4000 
Claims must be submitted via fax using the Claim Transmittal Form.  
Tort Claims Notice 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 



----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: bcross517@aol.com <bcross517@aol.com> 
To: OPRA Request <opra@wallpublicschools.org> 
Cc: comptroller <comptrollxxxxxx@xxx.xxate.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov <kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov>; MacDougall Scott 
[OSC] <scott.macdougall@osc.nj.gov>; Dawn Choma <dchoma@wallpublicschools.org>; Madelyn Kolasis 
<mkolasis@wallpublicschools.org>; Joyce McCabe <jmccabe@wallpublicschools.org>; Elaine Harder 
<eharder@wallpublicschools.org>; Jake Algor <jalgor@wallpublicschools.org>; Phil Kurtz 
<pkurtz@wallpublicschools.org>; James Slattery <jslattery@wallpublicschools.org>; Jason Berhalter 
<jberhalter@wallpublicschools.org>; kerrin mcgowan@wallpublicschools.org <kmcgowan@wallpublicschools.org>; Bryan 
Clayton <bclayton@wallpublicschools.org>; John Higham <jhigham@wallpublicschools.org>; Lester W. Richens 
<lester.richenx@xxx.xx.gov>; Sean O'Halloran <sohalloran@wallpolice.org>; Michael Hurden 
<mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes <thughes@wallpolice.org>; Statebd <statebd@doe.nj.gov>; Jennifer Mccann 
<jmccann@wallpublicschools.org>; Kathleen Doran <woods223@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2023 at 12:33:04 PM EDT 
Subject: I still await the Separation Agreement - Rose Sirchio 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail  
 
M r. Sm yth:   
 
Can you kindly forward m e the Separation Agreem ent for Rose Sirchio it is now 12:30 PM  and I have 
not received it from  you.   
 
Given the W all BOE voted and approved it last night at the public m eeting it certainly should be quite 
handy for you to scan and send m e via e:m ail.   
 
The voting m em bers were Christine Steitz, Adam  Nasr, Ralph Addonizio, Kathleen DiGiovanni, Ken 
W ondrack, Chris San Filippo, Kristen Hodnett, Jam es M aliff and Thom as Buffa.  
 
The other item s can be answered before days end. I will follow-up with Tracy Handerhan and Lester 
Richens if I do not receive it by 1:00 PM  today.   
 
Thank you for your prom pt attention in this m atter!   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
----- Forwarded M essage ----- 
From : "bcross517@ aol.com " <bcross517@ aol.com > 
To: "OPRA Request" <opra@ wallpublicschools.org> 
Cc: "com ptroller" <com ptrollertips@ osc.state.nj.us>, "kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov" 
<kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov>, "M acDougall Scott [OSC]" <scott.m acdougall@ osc.nj.gov>, "Dawn Chom a" 
<dchom a@ wallpublicschools.org>, "M adelyn Kolasis" <m kolasis@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Joyce 
M cCabe" <jm ccabe@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Elaine Harder" <eharder@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"Jake  Algor" <jalgor@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Phil  Kurtz" <pkurtz@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jam es 
Slattery" <jslattery@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jason Berhalter" <jberhalter@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"kerrin m cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org" <km cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Bryan  Clayton" 
<bclayton@ wallpublicschools.org>, "John Higham " <jhigham @ wallpublicschools.org>, "Lester W . 
Richens" <lester.richens@ doe.nj.gov>, "Sean O'Halloran" <sohalloran@ wallpolice.org>, "M ichael 
Hurden" <m hurden@ wallpolice.org>, "Ty Hughes" <thughes@ wallpolice.org>, "Statebd" 



<statebd@ doe.nj.gov>, "Jennifer M ccann" <jm ccann@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Kathleen Doran" 
<woods223@ gm ail.com > 
Sent: W ed, Sep 20, 2023 at 9:58 AM  
Subject: Separation Agreem ent - Rose Sirchio and m ore - kindly respond by noon today 
 
 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail 
 
Hello Mr. Smyth:   
 
May I please have a copy of the Separation Agreement for Rose Sirchio ID #7343 that was a hand 
carry on last night's agenda read by Brian Smyth. 
 
There was nothing attached or provided to the public.  It certainly should have been given her 
previous job was posted on September 7, 2023, it seemed planned that it was not on the agenda so 
no one would ever see it looking back to agenda's and not watching the meeting on the live stream.     
 
The complete lack of Transparency at every turn in the Wall BOE is disturbing.   
 
I would like this document by noon today.     
 
It seems we have paid Ms. Sirchio for 354 days in "paid" administrative leave since April 12, 2021 
and Ms. Sirchio still has banked 327 days (see attached attendance records for July 1, 2022, through 
last week).   
 
What exactly did the BOE members approve last night that the residents of Wall will be paying that 
you do not want us to see?.   
  
I don't think anyone in Wall Twp. is shocked that not one person is running for the 3 open BOE seats 
this November.  NO ONE wants to be a part of this Wall BOE given the complete lack of 
transparency.    
 
Your attorney bills for just "Personnel matters" for May 2023, June 2023 and July 2023 were 
$32,669.50.  It is certainly time a state agency comes in and audit this Separation agreement and 
much more!   The children of Wall deserve so much better!    
 
Wall BOE President - Christine Steitz, I asked you again last night and was rudely cut off by the Wall 
BOE attorney Athina Cornell.  So again, who gave my minor son's picture to the law firm of Sciarrillo, 
Cornell, McKeever Osborne LLC to be used in their reply brief without Dr. Handerhan's knowledge 
per Lester Richens.   Who is making decisions like this if not the Superintendent of the district?  I did 
see Mr. Smyth was copied as well when his picture was unlawfully used in a reply brief.     I would like 
this answer also by noon today.     
 
The below OPRA is also overdue regarding the Central School Trailers.   
 
Ms. Steitz has Mr. Smyth been deposed yet on the Central School Trailer lawsuit.  This questioned 
has been asked during BOE meetings and in writing to no response.  I recall watching Mr. Smyth just 
laugh to the reporter when he was asked this question from the Coast Star after the July BOE public 
meeting.   
 
Regards, 



  
Betsy Cross  
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx <b xxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx> 
To: OPRA Request <xxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx> 
Cc: Boardmembers <boardmembers@wallpublicschools.org>; thanderxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
<thanderhan@wallpublicschools.org>; Craig Klein <cklein@rlminc.org>; Barbara Murphy 
<xxxxxxx@xxxxxx.xxx>; comptroller <comptrollertips@osc.state.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov 
<xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; MacDougall Scott [OSC] <scott.macdxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; Sean 
O'Halloran <xxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx>; Michael Hurden <mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes 
<thughes@wallpolice.org>; Kathleen Doran <woods223@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 at 03:59:57 PM EDT 
Subject: OPRA request for public information 
 

OPRA REQUEST FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Brian Smyth: 
May I please have a copy of any claim submitted with all responsive 
documents including the claims transmittal form and tort claim notice form 
sent to Qual-Lynx from Brian Smyth, Dawn Choma or anyone in charge of 
sending in claims notices from the Wall Twp. School District.  Be sure to 
include any claims submitted related to Luke Grasso.   It should have 
been August 2019 from reviewing Dawn Choma's e:mail to Michael 
Gross.    
 
 
 

The time frame is August 27, 2019 to June 30, 2020. 
 
The fax number they are sent to at Qual-Lynx is (609) 365 - 4000.   
 
Loss and Liability Claims 

As soon as you are aware of the incident, report  claim to Qual-Lynx. 
Tel: (609) 653-8400 
Fax: (609) 365-4000 
Claims must be submitted via fax using the Claim Transmittal Form.  
Tort Claims Notice 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 

 



Larkins, Jeannette

From: OPRA Request <xxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx>
Sent: Friday, September 29, 2023 9:00 AM
To: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx
Cc: Lester W. Richens; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov; MacDougall Scott [OSC]; comptroller; Statebd; Sean 

O'Halloran; Michael Hurden; Ty Hughes; Roberta Lang; Sean Kean; Timothy Farrell; Kevin Orender; 
Tim Clayton; Erin Mangan; xxxxxxxxxx@xxxxx.xx g; Boardmembers; Office of Superintendent; 
Jacqueline Roman; Wall Township News

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: I still await the Separation Agreement - Employee ID 7343 - Can Brian Smyth redact 
items and is it not considered Immediate Access?

Attachments: Screenshot_20230922_133727_Drive.jpg

*** CAUTION *** 

This message came from an EXTERNAL address (opra@wallpublicschools.org). DO NOT click on links or attachments unless you 
know the sender and the content is safe.  

New Jersey State Government Employees Should Forward Messages That May Be Cyber Security Risks To 
PhishReport@cyber.nj.gov. 

 

Good morning, 
 
Please do not copy this email address when communicating with others.  This email address is for the 
purpose of submitting requests for records pursuant to the Open Public Records Act. 
 
Brian Smyth 
Custodian of Records 
Wall Township Public School District 
email:  opra@wall.k12.nj.us 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On Thu, Sep 28, 2023 at 12:41 PM bcross517@aol.com <xxxxxx x x x@xxx.xxx > wrote: 
2nd request 
 
 
Dr. Richens: 
 
I still have not received the settlement agreement for Rose Sirchio and responses to the below.  
 
Can you advise when you approved the separation agreement for Rose Sirchio or was it the Commissioner of 
Education?  
 
What is the hold up? 
 
Regards,  
 



Betsy Cross 

 
 
On Fri, Sep 22, 2023 at 2:37 PM , bcross517@ aol.com  
<bcross517@ aol.com > wrote: 

Dr. Richens:     
 
Can you kindly advise if the Wall BOE is allowed to redact anything in the Wall BOE Separation 
Agreement with Rose Sirchio signed by Wall BOE President Christine Steitz and advise if it is NOT 
considered immediate access?   
 
Dr. Richens as you are aware, Mr. Sirchio has been on paid Administrative Leave since April 12, 
2021.  Without any mention of the separation agreement, it was a hand carry read by Mr. Smyth at 
the request of BOE President Christine Steitz on Tuesday night after 9:00 PM right before the vote of 
the consent agenda.   
 
Why was it not on the agenda given the HS Principal job was posted on September 7, 2023?  
 
Why was it not read into the record at 7:30 PM right after role call?      
 
Please see Mr. Smyth's reply below i received today.   
 
"The Wall Township Board of Education, (District) is in receipt of your emailed request received at 
9:58 AM on September 20, 2023, wherein you requested records to be returned to you by noon that 
day same day.  
 
We are responding to the following request. “Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return 
all via e:mail May I please have a copy of the Separation Agreement for Rose Sirchio ID 
#7343..”  
 
Please also know that the government record you have requested is not a record that is deemed to 
be an “immediate access” government record. The requested record is categorized as a Personnel 
Record that is subject to disclosure under OPRA subject to redactions as appropriate. With that 
considered, please know that a timely response will be provided in accordance with the requirements 
of OPRA".   
 
 
KINDLY CONFIRM RECEIPT.   Can you kindly remind me again who your supervisor is as I will 
reach out to them if I do not hear back from you.  I know you sent me the person's name years ago, 
but I have no idea if it is the same person now.   
 
I have copied the Comptroller's Office, my local assemblyman and Wall Municipal as well.   
 
I look forward to your written response.   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 



 
The linked image cannot be  
displayed.  The file may  hav e  
been mov ed, renamed, or  
deleted. Verify that the link  
points to the correct file and  
location.

 
 
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: bcross517@aol.com <bcross517@aol.com> 
To: Lester W. Richens <lester.richenx@xxx.xx.xxv> 
Cc: comptroller <comptrollexxxxx@xxx.xxate.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov <kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov>; MacDougall 
Scott [OSC] <scott.macdougall@osc.nj.gov>; Dawn Choma <dchoma@wallpublicschools.org>; Madelyn Kolasis 
<mkolasis@wallpublicschools.org>; Joyce McCabe <jmccabe@wallpublicschools.org>; Elaine Harder 
<eharder@wallpublicschools.org>; Jake Algor <jalgor@wallpublicschools.org>; Phil Kurtz 
<pkurtz@wallpublicschools.org>; James Slattery <jslattery@wallpublicschools.org>; Jason Berhalter 
<jberhalter@wallpublicschools.org>; kerrin mcgowan@wallpublicschools.org <kmcgowan@wallpublicschools.org>; 
Bryan Clayton <xxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx>; John Higham <jhigham@wallpublicschools.org>; Sean O'Halloran 
<sohalloran@wallpolice.org>; Michael Hurden <xxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx>; Ty Hughes <thughes@wallpolice.org>; 
Statebd <statebd@doe.nj.gov>; Jennifer Mccann <jmccann@wallpublicschools.org>; Kathleen Doran 
<woods223@gmail.com>; Office of Superintendent <officeofsuperintendent@wallpublicschools.org> 
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2023 at 03:48:18 PM EDT 
Subject: Re: I still await the Separation Agreement - Employee ID 7343 
 
Dr. Richens: 
 
Can you kindly reach out to Dr. Handerhan.  I still do not have the Separation Agreement for Rose 
Sirchio.  
 
Regards,  
 
Betsy Cross  
 
--- Forwarded M essage ----- 
From : "bcross517@ aol.com " <bcross517@ aol.com > 
To: "Office of Superintendent" <officeofsuperintendent@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Lester W . Richens" 
<lester.richens@ doe.nj.gov> 
Cc: "com ptroller" <com ptrollertips@ osc.state.nj.us>, "kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov" 
<kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov>, "M acDougall Scott [OSC]" <scott.m acdougall@ osc.nj.gov>, "Dawn 
Chom a" <dchom a@ wallpublicschools.org>, "M adelyn Kolasis" <m kolasis@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"Joyce M cCabe" <jm ccabe@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Elaine Harder" 
<eharder@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jake  Algor" <jalgor@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Phil  Kurtz" 
<pkurtz@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jam es Slattery" <jslattery@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jason 
Berhalter" <jberhalter@ wallpublicschools.org>, "kerrin m cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org" 
<km cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Bryan  Clayton" <bclayton@ wallpublicschools.org>, "John 
Higham " <jhigham @ wallpublicschools.org>, "Sean O'Halloran" <sohalloran@ wallpolice.org>, 
"M ichael Hurden" <m hurden@ wallpolice.org>, "Ty Hughes" <thughes@ wallpolice.org>, "Statebd" 
<statebd@ doe.nj.gov>, "Jennifer M ccann" <jm ccann@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Kathleen Doran" 
<woods223@ gm ail.com > 
Sent: W ed, Sep 20, 2023 at 2:56 PM  
Subject: Re: I still await the Separation Agreem ent - Em ployee ID 7343 
 
 
Dr. Handerhan and Dr. Richens: 
 



I submitted and OPRA for the Settlement Agreement for employee number #7343 this am and 
requested it be returned by noon.   Mr. Smyth is not returning it.  Given he reports into you Dr. 
Handerhan can you ask that he promptly returns it.   
 
It was voted on and approved last night at the public meeting via a hand carry so certainly this 
should have been sent to me immediately.  If it had been attached, I would not have had to OPRA 
it.   
 
What is the district hiding by not having it placed on the agenda last night?   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
 
On Wednesday, September 20, 2023 at 12:33:04 PM EDT, bcross51x@xxx.xxm <bcross517@aol.com> wrote:  
 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail 
 
M r. Sm yth:   
 
Can you kindly forward m e the Separation Agreem ent for Rose Sirchio it is now 12:30 PM  and I have 
not received it from  you.   
 
Given the W all BOE voted and approved it last night at the public m eeting it certainly should be quite 
handy for you to scan and send m e via e:m ail.   
 
The voting m em bers were Christine Steitz, Adam  Nasr, Ralph Addonizio, Kathleen DiGiovanni, Ken 
W ondrack, Chris San Filippo, Kristen Hodnett, Jam es M aliff and Thom as Buffa.  
 
The other item s can be answered before days end. I will follow-up with Tracy Handerhan and Lester 
Richens if I do not receive it by 1:00 PM  today.   
 
Thank you for your prom pt attention in this m atter!   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
----- Forwarded M essage ----- 
From : "bcross517@ aol.com " <bcross517@ aol.com > 
To: "OPRA Request" <opra@ wallpublicschools.org> 
Cc: "com ptroller" <com ptrollertips@ osc.state.nj.us>, "kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov" 
<kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov>, "M acDougall Scott [OSC]" <scott.m acdougall@ osc.nj.gov>, "Dawn 
Chom a" <dchom a@ wallpublicschools.org>, "M adelyn Kolasis" <m kolasis@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"Joyce M cCabe" <jm ccabe@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Elaine Harder" 
<eharder@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jake  Algor" <jalgor@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Phil  Kurtz" 
<pkurtz@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jam es Slattery" <jslattery@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jason 



Berhalter" <jberhalter@ wallpublicschools.org>, "kerrin m cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org" 
<km cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Bryan  Clayton" <bclayton@ wallpublicschools.org>, "John 
Higham " <jhigham @ wallpublicschools.org>, "Lester W . Richens" <lester.richens@ doe.nj.gov>, "Sean 
O'Halloran" <sohalloran@ wallpolice.org>, "M ichael Hurden" <m hurden@ wallpolice.org>, "Ty Hughes" 
<thughes@ wallpolice.org>, "Statebd" <statebd@ doe.nj.gov>, "Jennifer M ccann" 
<jm ccann@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Kathleen Doran" <woods223@ gm ail.com > 
Sent: W ed, Sep 20, 2023 at 9:58 AM  
Subject: Separation Agreem ent - Rose Sirchio and m ore - kindly respond by noon today 
 
 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail 
 
Hello Mr. Smyth:   
 
May I please have a copy of the Separation Agreement for Rose Sirchio ID #7343 that was a hand 
carry on last night's agenda read by Brian Smyth. 
 
There was nothing attached or provided to the public.  It certainly should have been given her 
previous job was posted on September 7, 2023, it seemed planned that it was not on the agenda so 
no one would ever see it looking back to agenda's and not watching the meeting on the live 
stream.     
 
The complete lack of Transparency at every turn in the Wall BOE is disturbing.   
 
I would like this document by noon today.     
 
It seems we have paid Ms. Sirchio for 354 days in "paid" administrative leave since April 12, 2021 
and Ms. Sirchio still has banked 327 days (see attached attendance records for July 1, 2022, 
through last week).   
 
What exactly did the BOE members approve last night that the residents of Wall will be paying that 
you do not want us to see?.   
  
I don't think anyone in Wall Twp. is shocked that not one person is running for the 3 open BOE seats 
this November.  NO ONE wants to be a part of this Wall BOE given the complete lack of 
transparency.    
 
Your attorney bills for just "Personnel matters" for May 2023, June 2023 and July 2023 were 
$32,669.50.  It is certainly time a state agency comes in and audit this Separation agreement and 
much more!   The children of Wall deserve so much better!    
 
Wall BOE President - Christine Steitz, I asked you again last night and was rudely cut off by the Wall 
BOE attorney Athina Cornell.  So again, who gave my minor son's picture to the law firm of Sciarrillo, 
Cornell, McKeever Osborne LLC to be used in their reply brief without Dr. Handerhan's knowledge 
per Lester Richens.   Who is making decisions like this if not the Superintendent of the district?  I did 
see Mr. Smyth was copied as well when his picture was unlawfully used in a reply brief.     I would 
like this answer also by noon today.     
 
The below OPRA is also overdue regarding the Central School Trailers.   
 



Ms. Steitz has Mr. Smyth been deposed yet on the Central School Trailer lawsuit.  This questioned 
has been asked during BOE meetings and in writing to no response.  I recall watching Mr. Smyth just 
laugh to the reporter when he was asked this question from the Coast Star after the July BOE public 
meeting.   
 
Regards, 
  
Betsy Cross  
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx  <xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx > 
To: OPRA Request <xxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx> 
Cc: Boardmembers <xxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx>; thxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
<thanderhan@wallpublicschools.org>; Craig Klein <cklein@rlminc.org>; Barbara Murphy 
<xxxxxxx@xxxxxx.xxx>; comptroller <comptrollertips@osc.state.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov 
<xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; MacDougall Scott [OSC] <scott.macdoxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; Sean 
O'Halloran <xxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx>; Michael Hurden <xxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx>; Ty Hughes 
<thughes@wallpolice.org>; Kathleen Doran <woods223@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 at 03:59:57 PM EDT 
Subject: OPRA request for public information 
 

OPRA REQUEST FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Brian Smyth: 
May I please have a copy of any claim submitted with all responsive 
documents including the claims transmittal form and tort claim notice 
form sent to Qual-Lynx from Brian Smyth, Dawn Choma or anyone in 
charge of sending in claims notices from the Wall Twp. School 
District.  Be sure to include any claims submitted related to Luke 
Grasso.   It should have been August 2019 from reviewing Dawn 
Choma's e:mail to Michael Gross.    
 
 
 

The time frame is August 27, 2019 to June 30, 2020. 
 
The fax number they are sent to at Qual-Lynx is (609) 365 - 4000.   
 
Loss and Liability Claims 

As soon as you are aware of the incident, report  claim to Qual-Lynx. 
Tel: (609) 653-8400 
Fax: (609) 365-4000 
Claims must be submitted via fax using the Claim Transmittal Form.  
Tort Claims Notice 
 



 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 

----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: bcross517@aol.com <bcross517@aol.com> 
To: OPRA Request <opra@wallpublicschools.org> 
Cc: comptroller <comptrollexxxxx@xxx.xxate.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov <kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov>; MacDougall 
Scott [OSC] <scott.macdougall@osc.nj.gov>; Dawn Choma <dchoma@wallpublicschools.org>; Madelyn Kolasis 
<mkolasis@wallpublicschools.org>; Joyce McCabe <jmccabe@wallpublicschools.org>; Elaine Harder 
<eharder@wallpublicschools.org>; Jake Algor <jalgor@wallpublicschools.org>; Phil Kurtz 
<pkurtz@wallpublicschools.org>; James Slattery <jslattery@wallpublicschools.org>; Jason Berhalter 
<jberhalter@wallpublicschools.org>; kerrin mcgowan@wallpublicschools.org <kmcgowan@wallpublicschools.org>; 
Bryan Clayton <xxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx>; John Higham <jhigham@wallpublicschools.org>; Lester W. Richens 
<lester.richens@doe.nj.gov>; Sean O'Halloran <sohalloran@wallpolice.org>; Michael Hurden 
<mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes <thughes@wallpolice.org>; Statebd <statebd@doe.nj.gov>; Jennifer Mccann 
<jmccann@wallpublicschools.org>; Kathleen Doran <woods223@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2023 at 12:33:04 PM EDT 
Subject: I still await the Separation Agreement - Rose Sirchio 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail  
 
M r. Sm yth:   
 
Can you kindly forward m e the Separation Agreem ent for Rose Sirchio it is now 12:30 PM  and I have 
not received it from  you.   
 
Given the W all BOE voted and approved it last night at the public m eeting it certainly should be quite 
handy for you to scan and send m e via e:m ail.   
 
The voting m em bers were Christine Steitz, Adam  Nasr, Ralph Addonizio, Kathleen DiGiovanni, Ken 
W ondrack, Chris San Filippo, Kristen Hodnett, Jam es M aliff and Thom as Buffa.  
 
The other item s can be answered before days end. I will follow-up with Tracy Handerhan and Lester 
Richens if I do not receive it by 1:00 PM  today.   
 
Thank you for your prom pt attention in this m atter!   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
----- Forwarded M essage ----- 
From : "bcross517@ aol.com " <bcross517@ aol.com > 
To: "OPRA Request" <opra@ wallpublicschools.org> 
Cc: "com ptroller" <com ptrollertips@ osc.state.nj.us>, "kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov" 
<kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov>, "M acDougall Scott [OSC]" <scott.m acdougall@ osc.nj.gov>, "Dawn 
Chom a" <dchom a@ wallpublicschools.org>, "M adelyn Kolasis" <m kolasis@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"Joyce M cCabe" <jm ccabe@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Elaine Harder" 
<eharder@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jake  Algor" <jalgor@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Phil  Kurtz" 



<pkurtz@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jam es Slattery" <jslattery@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jason 
Berhalter" <jberhalter@ wallpublicschools.org>, "kerrin m cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org" 
<km cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Bryan  Clayton" <bclayton@ wallpublicschools.org>, "John 
Higham " <jhigham @ wallpublicschools.org>, "Lester W . Richens" <lester.richens@ doe.nj.gov>, "Sean 
O'Halloran" <sohalloran@ wallpolice.org>, "M ichael Hurden" <m hurden@ wallpolice.org>, "Ty Hughes" 
<thughes@ wallpolice.org>, "Statebd" <statebd@ doe.nj.gov>, "Jennifer M ccann" 
<jm ccann@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Kathleen Doran" <woods223@ gm ail.com > 
Sent: W ed, Sep 20, 2023 at 9:58 AM  
Subject: Separation Agreem ent - Rose Sirchio and m ore - kindly respond by noon today 
 
 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail 
 
Hello Mr. Smyth:   
 
May I please have a copy of the Separation Agreement for Rose Sirchio ID #7343 that was a hand 
carry on last night's agenda read by Brian Smyth. 
 
There was nothing attached or provided to the public.  It certainly should have been given her 
previous job was posted on September 7, 2023, it seemed planned that it was not on the agenda so 
no one would ever see it looking back to agenda's and not watching the meeting on the live 
stream.     
 
The complete lack of Transparency at every turn in the Wall BOE is disturbing.   
 
I would like this document by noon today.     
 
It seems we have paid Ms. Sirchio for 354 days in "paid" administrative leave since April 12, 2021 
and Ms. Sirchio still has banked 327 days (see attached attendance records for July 1, 2022, 
through last week).   
 
What exactly did the BOE members approve last night that the residents of Wall will be paying that 
you do not want us to see?.   
  
I don't think anyone in Wall Twp. is shocked that not one person is running for the 3 open BOE seats 
this November.  NO ONE wants to be a part of this Wall BOE given the complete lack of 
transparency.    
 
Your attorney bills for just "Personnel matters" for May 2023, June 2023 and July 2023 were 
$32,669.50.  It is certainly time a state agency comes in and audit this Separation agreement and 
much more!   The children of Wall deserve so much better!    
 
Wall BOE President - Christine Steitz, I asked you again last night and was rudely cut off by the Wall 
BOE attorney Athina Cornell.  So again, who gave my minor son's picture to the law firm of Sciarrillo, 
Cornell, McKeever Osborne LLC to be used in their reply brief without Dr. Handerhan's knowledge 
per Lester Richens.   Who is making decisions like this if not the Superintendent of the district?  I did 
see Mr. Smyth was copied as well when his picture was unlawfully used in a reply brief.     I would 
like this answer also by noon today.     
 
The below OPRA is also overdue regarding the Central School Trailers.   
 



Ms. Steitz has Mr. Smyth been deposed yet on the Central School Trailer lawsuit.  This questioned 
has been asked during BOE meetings and in writing to no response.  I recall watching Mr. Smyth just 
laugh to the reporter when he was asked this question from the Coast Star after the July BOE public 
meeting.   
 
Regards, 
  
Betsy Cross  
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx  <xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx > 
To: OPRA Request <xxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx> 
Cc: Boardmembers <xxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx>; thxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
<thanderhan@wallpublicschools.org>; Craig Klein <cklein@rlminc.org>; Barbara Murphy 
<xxxxxxx@xxxxxx.xxx>; comptroller <comptrollertips@osc.state.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov 
<xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; MacDougall Scott [OSC] <scott.macdoxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; Sean 
O'Halloran <xxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx>; Michael Hurden <xxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx>; Ty Hughes 
<thughes@wallpolice.org>; Kathleen Doran <woods223@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 at 03:59:57 PM EDT 
Subject: OPRA request for public information 
 

OPRA REQUEST FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Brian Smyth: 
May I please have a copy of any claim submitted with all responsive 
documents including the claims transmittal form and tort claim notice 
form sent to Qual-Lynx from Brian Smyth, Dawn Choma or anyone in 
charge of sending in claims notices from the Wall Twp. School 
District.  Be sure to include any claims submitted related to Luke 
Grasso.   It should have been August 2019 from reviewing Dawn 
Choma's e:mail to Michael Gross.    
 
 
 

The time frame is August 27, 2019 to June 30, 2020. 
 
The fax number they are sent to at Qual-Lynx is (609) 365 - 4000.   
 
Loss and Liability Claims 

As soon as you are aware of the incident, report  claim to Qual-Lynx. 
Tel: (609) 653-8400 
Fax: (609) 365-4000 
Claims must be submitted via fax using the Claim Transmittal Form.  
Tort Claims Notice 
 



 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 

 





Larkins, Jeannette

From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx
Sent: Friday, September 29, 2023 10:20 AM
To: OPRA Request
Cc: comptroller; xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx; MacDougall Sc ott [OSC]; Dawn Choma; Madelyn Kolasis; Joyce 

McCabe; Elaine Harder; Jake  Algor; Phil  Kurtz; James Slattery; Jason Berhalter; kerrin 
mcgowan@wallpublicschools.org; Bryan  Clayton; John Higham; Lester W. Richens; Sean O'Halloran; 
Michael Hurden; Ty Hughes; Statebd; Jennifer Mccann; Kathleen Doran; Wall Township News; 
Jacqueline Roman; Joe Strupp; Boardmembers; Christine Steitz; DCA Feedback; Jorden Schiff

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Separation Agreement - Rose Sirchio and more
Attachments: 22-23 Attendance records - sirchio, handerhan and smyth OPRA 23 182B.pdf; Rose Sirchio, Tracy 

Handerhan and Brian Smyth Attendance records - OPRA 24-014.pdf; May 2023 Attorney bills - 
Cornell Merlino etc - OPRA 24 001 returned 7-10-2023.pdf; June and July 2023 Attorney bills - OPRA 
24-013 - MCPO pages 17 and 19.pdf

*** CAUTION *** 

This message came from an EXTERNAL address (xxxxxxx x x@xxx.xxx) . DO NOT click on links or attachments unless 
you know the sender and the content is safe.  

New Jersey State Government Employees Should Forward Messages That May Be Cyber Security Risks To 
x x x x x x x x x x x@xxxxx.xx.gov.  

 

Mr. Smyth: 
 
Just a friendly reminder that today is the 10th day since sending this OPRA to you and the 7th 
business day.   I sent this Wednesday, September 20, 2023, at 9:58 AM given the hand carry almost 
2 weeks ago and it still has not been returned.  I will not be granting an extension.  I hope you can 
send it before court today in Freehold at 2:30 PM for Cross v. Wall BOE - Smyth, Nasr and 
Handerhan. 
 
I look forward to receiving the Separation Agreement for Ms. Sirchio signed by Wall BOE President 
Christine Steitz at your earliest opportunity via e:mail.  
 
Regards, 
  
Betsy Cross 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 





 
 
 
----- Forwarded M essage ----- 
From : "bcross517@ aol.com " <bcross517@ aol.com > 
To: "OPRA Request" <opra@ wallpublicschools.org> 
Cc: "com ptroller" <com ptrollertips@ osc.state.nj.us>, "kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov" 
<kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov>, "M acDougall Scott [OSC]" <scott.m acdougall@ osc.nj.gov>, "Dawn Chom a" 
<dchom a@ wallpublicschools.org>, "M adelyn Kolasis" <m kolasis@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Joyce 
M cCabe" <jm ccabe@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Elaine Harder" <eharder@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"Jake  Algor" <jalgor@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Phil  Kurtz" <pkurtz@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jam es 
Slattery" <jslattery@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jason Berhalter" <jberhalter@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"kerrin m cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org" <km cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Bryan  Clayton" 
<bclayton@ wallpublicschools.org>, "John Higham " <jhigham @ wallpublicschools.org>, "Lester W . 
Richens" <lester.richens@ doe.nj.gov>, "Sean O'Halloran" <sohalloran@ wallpolice.org>, "M ichael 
Hurden" <m hurden@ wallpolice.org>, "Ty Hughes" <thughes@ wallpolice.org>, "Statebd" 
<statebd@ doe.nj.gov>, "Jennifer M ccann" <jm ccann@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Kathleen Doran" 
<woods223@ gm ail.com > 
Sent: W ed, Sep 20, 2023 at 9:58 AM  
Subject: Separation Agreem ent - Rose Sirchio and m ore - kindly respond by noon today 
 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail 
 
Hello Mr. Smyth:   
 
May I please have a copy of the Separation Agreement for Rose Sirchio ID #7343 that was a hand 
carry on last night's agenda read by Brian Smyth. 
 
There was nothing attached or provided to the public.  It certainly should have been given her 
previous job was posted on September 7, 2023, it seemed planned that it was not on the agenda so 
no one would ever see it looking back to agenda's and not watching the meeting on the live stream.     
 
The complete lack of Transparency at every turn in the Wall BOE is disturbing.   
 
I would like this document by noon today.     
 
It seems we have paid Ms. Sirchio for 354 days in "paid" administrative leave since April 12, 2021 
and Ms. Sirchio still has banked 327 days (see attached attendance records for July 1, 2022, through 
last week).   
 
What exactly did the BOE members approve last night that the residents of Wall will be paying that 
you do not want us to see?.   
  
I don't think anyone in Wall Twp. is shocked that not one person is running for the 3 open BOE seats 
this November.  NO ONE wants to be a part of this Wall BOE given the complete lack of 
transparency.    
 
Your attorney bills for just "Personnel matters" for May 2023, June 2023 and July 2023 were 
$32,669.50.  It is certainly time a state agency comes in and audit this Separation agreement and 
much more!   The children of Wall deserve so much better!    



 
Wall BOE President - Christine Steitz, I asked you again last night and was rudely cut off by the Wall 
BOE attorney Athina Cornell.  So again, who gave my minor son's picture to the law firm of Sciarrillo, 
Cornell, McKeever Osborne LLC to be used in their reply brief without Dr. Handerhan's knowledge 
per Lester Richens.   Who is making decisions like this if not the Superintendent of the district?  I did 
see Mr. Smyth was copied as well when his picture was unlawfully used in a reply brief.     I would like 
this answer also by noon today.     
 
The below OPRA is also overdue regarding the Central School Trailers.   
 
Ms. Steitz has Mr. Smyth been deposed yet on the Central School Trailer lawsuit.  This questioned 
has been asked during BOE meetings and in writing to no response.  I recall watching Mr. Smyth just 
laugh to the reporter when he was asked this question from the Coast Star after the July BOE public 
meeting.   
 
Regards, 
  
Betsy Cross  
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx <b xxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx> 
To: OPRA Request <xxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx> 
Cc: Boardmembers <boardmembers@wallpublicschools.org>; thanderxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
<thanderhan@wallpublicschools.org>; Craig Klein <cklein@rlminc.org>; Barbara Murphy 
<xxxxxxx@xxxxxx.xxx>; comptroller <comptrollertips@osc.state.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov 
<xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; MacDougall Scott [OSC] <scott.macdxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; Sean 
O'Halloran <xxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx>; Michael Hurden <mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes 
<thughes@wallpolice.org>; Kathleen Doran <woods223@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 at 03:59:57 PM EDT 
Subject: OPRA request for public information 
 

OPRA REQUEST FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Brian Smyth: 
May I please have a copy of any claim submitted with all responsive 
documents including the claims transmittal form and tort claim notice form 
sent to Qual-Lynx from Brian Smyth, Dawn Choma or anyone in charge of 
sending in claims notices from the Wall Twp. School District.  Be sure to 
include any claims submitted related to Luke Grasso.   It should have 
been August 2019 from reviewing Dawn Choma's e:mail to Michael 
Gross.    
 
 
 

The time frame is August 27, 2019 to June 30, 2020. 
 
The fax number they are sent to at Qual-Lynx is (609) 365 - 4000.   



 
Loss and Liability Claims 

As soon as you are aware of the incident, report  claim to Qual-Lynx. 
Tel: (609) 653-8400 
Fax: (609) 365-4000 
Claims must be submitted via fax using the Claim Transmittal Form.  
Tort Claims Notice 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 



Larkins, Jeannette

From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx
Sent: Friday, September 29, 2023 11:03 AM
To: Lester W. Richens
Cc: Jorden Schiff; DCA Feedback; comptroller
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fw: Separation Agreement - Rose Sirchio and more
Attachments: 22-23 Attendance records - sirchio, handerhan and smyth OPRA 23 182B.pdf; Rose Sirchio, Tracy 

Handerhan and Brian Smyth Attendance records - OPRA 24-014.pdf; May 2023 Attorney bills - 
Cornell Merlino etc - OPRA 24 001 returned 7-10-2023.pdf; June and July 2023 Attorney bills - OPRA 
24-013 - MCPO pages 17 and 19.pdf

*** CAUTION *** 

This message came from an EXTERNAL address (xxxxxxx x x@xxx.xxx) . DO NOT click on links or attachments unless 
you know the sender and the content is safe.  

New Jersey State Government Employees Should Forward Messages That May Be Cyber Security Risks To 
x x x x x x x x x x x@xxxxx.xx.gov.  

 

Dr. Richens: 
 
I just left you a detailed Voicemail regarding the Wall BOE as no one is answering the phones in your 
office.  I left the message on Hatice's line.   
 
I look forward to hearing from you today.  Your e:mail message reply kicked back mentions you are 
only in the office until 3:30 today and then out until Tuesday.   
 
So kindly reply before then as I have been reaching out to you for months without a simple reply.   
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
I will be out of the office today starting at 3:30 p.m. and not returning until 11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, 
October 3rd. 
  
Lester W. Richens, Ed.D., Interim Exec. Cty. Supt. 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication from the New Jersey 
Department of Education is privileged and confidential and is intended for the sole use of the persons 
or entities who are the addressees. If you are not an intended recipient of this email, the 
dissemination, distribution, copying or use of the information it contains is strictly prohibited. If you 
have received this communication in error, please immediately contact the New Jersey Department of 
Education at (609) 376-3500 to arrange for the return of this information. 
 
 
  
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: bcross517@aol.com <bcross517@aol.com> 
To: OPRA Request <opra@wallpublicschools.org> 



Cc: comptroller <comptrollxxxxxx@xxx.xxate.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov <kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov>; MacDougall Scott 
[OSC] <scott.macdougall@osc.nj.gov>; Dawn Choma <dchoma@wallpublicschools.org>; Madelyn Kolasis 
<mkolasis@wallpublicschools.org>; Joyce McCabe <jmccabe@wallpublicschools.org>; Elaine Harder 
<eharder@wallpublicschools.org>; Jake Algor <jalgor@wallpublicschools.org>; Phil Kurtz 
<pkurtz@wallpublicschools.org>; James Slattery <jslattery@wallpublicschools.org>; Jason Berhalter 
<jberhalter@wallpublicschools.org>; kerrin mcgowan@wallpublicschools.org <kmcgowan@wallpublicschools.org>; Bryan 
Clayton <bclayton@wallpublicschools.org>; John Higham <jhigham@wallpublicschools.org>; Lester W. Richens 
<lester.richenx@xxx.xx.gov>; Sean O'Halloran <sohalloran@wallpolice.org>; Michael Hurden 
<mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes <thughes@wallpolice.org>; Statebd <statebd@doe.nj.gov>; Jennifer Mccann 
<jmccann@wallpublicschools.org>; Kathleen Doran <woods223@gmail.com>; Wall Township News 
<wall@thecoaststar.com>; Jacqueline Roman <jroman@njadvancemedia.com>; Joe Strupp <jstrupp@gannettnj.com>; 
Boardmembers <boardmembers@wallpublicschools.org>; Christine Steitz <csteitz@wallpublicschools.org>; DCA 
Feedback <dfeedback@dca.nj.gov>; Jorden Schiff <jorden.xxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxv> 
Sent: Friday, September 29, 2023 at 10:19:49 AM EDT 
Subject: Re: Separation Agreement - Rose Sirchio and more 
 
Mr. Smyth: 
 
Just a friendly reminder that today is the 10th day since sending this OPRA to you and the 7th 
business day.   I sent this Wednesday, September 20, 2023, at 9:58 AM given the hand carry almost 
2 weeks ago and it still has not been returned.  I will not be granting an extension.  I hope you can 
send it before court today in Freehold at 2:30 PM for Cross v. Wall BOE - Smyth, Nasr and 
Handerhan. 
 
I look forward to receiving the Separation Agreement for Ms. Sirchio signed by Wall BOE President 
Christine Steitz at your earliest opportunity via e:mail.  
 
Regards, 
  
Betsy Cross 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 





 
 
 
----- Forwarded M essage ----- 
From : "bcross517@ aol.com " <bcross517@ aol.com > 
To: "OPRA Request" <opra@ wallpublicschools.org> 
Cc: "com ptroller" <com ptrollertips@ osc.state.nj.us>, "kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov" 
<kevin.walsh@ osc.nj.gov>, "M acDougall Scott [OSC]" <scott.m acdougall@ osc.nj.gov>, "Dawn Chom a" 
<dchom a@ wallpublicschools.org>, "M adelyn Kolasis" <m kolasis@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Joyce 
M cCabe" <jm ccabe@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Elaine Harder" <eharder@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"Jake  Algor" <jalgor@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Phil  Kurtz" <pkurtz@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jam es 
Slattery" <jslattery@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Jason Berhalter" <jberhalter@ wallpublicschools.org>, 
"kerrin m cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org" <km cgowan@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Bryan  Clayton" 
<bclayton@ wallpublicschools.org>, "John Higham " <jhigham @ wallpublicschools.org>, "Lester W . 
Richens" <lester.richens@ doe.nj.gov>, "Sean O'Halloran" <sohalloran@ wallpolice.org>, "M ichael 
Hurden" <m hurden@ wallpolice.org>, "Ty Hughes" <thughes@ wallpolice.org>, "Statebd" 
<statebd@ doe.nj.gov>, "Jennifer M ccann" <jm ccann@ wallpublicschools.org>, "Kathleen Doran" 
<woods223@ gm ail.com > 
Sent: W ed, Sep 20, 2023 at 9:58 AM  
Subject: Separation Agreem ent - Rose Sirchio and m ore - kindly respond by noon today 
 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail 
 
Hello Mr. Smyth:   
 
May I please have a copy of the Separation Agreement for Rose Sirchio ID #7343 that was a hand 
carry on last night's agenda read by Brian Smyth. 
 
There was nothing attached or provided to the public.  It certainly should have been given her 
previous job was posted on September 7, 2023, it seemed planned that it was not on the agenda so 
no one would ever see it looking back to agenda's and not watching the meeting on the live stream.     
 
The complete lack of Transparency at every turn in the Wall BOE is disturbing.   
 
I would like this document by noon today.     
 
It seems we have paid Ms. Sirchio for 354 days in "paid" administrative leave since April 12, 2021 
and Ms. Sirchio still has banked 327 days (see attached attendance records for July 1, 2022, through 
last week).   
 
What exactly did the BOE members approve last night that the residents of Wall will be paying that 
you do not want us to see?.   
  
I don't think anyone in Wall Twp. is shocked that not one person is running for the 3 open BOE seats 
this November.  NO ONE wants to be a part of this Wall BOE given the complete lack of 
transparency.    
 
Your attorney bills for just "Personnel matters" for May 2023, June 2023 and July 2023 were 
$32,669.50.  It is certainly time a state agency comes in and audit this Separation agreement and 
much more!   The children of Wall deserve so much better!    



 
Wall BOE President - Christine Steitz, I asked you again last night and was rudely cut off by the Wall 
BOE attorney Athina Cornell.  So again, who gave my minor son's picture to the law firm of Sciarrillo, 
Cornell, McKeever Osborne LLC to be used in their reply brief without Dr. Handerhan's knowledge 
per Lester Richens.   Who is making decisions like this if not the Superintendent of the district?  I did 
see Mr. Smyth was copied as well when his picture was unlawfully used in a reply brief.     I would like 
this answer also by noon today.     
 
The below OPRA is also overdue regarding the Central School Trailers.   
 
Ms. Steitz has Mr. Smyth been deposed yet on the Central School Trailer lawsuit.  This questioned 
has been asked during BOE meetings and in writing to no response.  I recall watching Mr. Smyth just 
laugh to the reporter when he was asked this question from the Coast Star after the July BOE public 
meeting.   
 
Regards, 
  
Betsy Cross  
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx <b xxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx> 
To: OPRA Request <xxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx> 
Cc: Boardmembers <boardmembers@wallpublicschools.org>; thanderxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
<thanderhan@wallpublicschools.org>; Craig Klein <cklein@rlminc.org>; Barbara Murphy 
<xxxxxxx@xxxxxx.xxx>; comptroller <comptrollertips@osc.state.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov 
<xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; MacDougall Scott [OSC] <scott.macdxxxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; Sean 
O'Halloran <xxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx>; Michael Hurden <mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes 
<thughes@wallpolice.org>; Kathleen Doran <woods223@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 at 03:59:57 PM EDT 
Subject: OPRA request for public information 
 

OPRA REQUEST FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Brian Smyth: 
May I please have a copy of any claim submitted with all responsive 
documents including the claims transmittal form and tort claim notice form 
sent to Qual-Lynx from Brian Smyth, Dawn Choma or anyone in charge of 
sending in claims notices from the Wall Twp. School District.  Be sure to 
include any claims submitted related to Luke Grasso.   It should have 
been August 2019 from reviewing Dawn Choma's e:mail to Michael 
Gross.    
 
 
 

The time frame is August 27, 2019 to June 30, 2020. 
 
The fax number they are sent to at Qual-Lynx is (609) 365 - 4000.   



 
Loss and Liability Claims 

As soon as you are aware of the incident, report  claim to Qual-Lynx. 
Tel: (609) 653-8400 
Fax: (609) 365-4000 
Claims must be submitted via fax using the Claim Transmittal Form.  
Tort Claims Notice 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 



Larkins, Jeannette

From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx
Sent: Wednesday, October 4, 2023 1:24 PM
To: OPRA Request; Brian Smyth
Cc: comptroller; xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx; MacDougall Sc ott [OSC]; Boardmembers; Christine Steitz; Adam 

Nasr; Kathleen DiGiovanni; thanderhan@wallpublicschools.org; Office of Superintendent; Sean 
O'Halloran; Michael Hurden; Ty Hughes; Lester W. Richens; Jennifer Mccann; Dawn Choma; Madelyn 
Kolasis; Joyce McCabe; Elaine Harder; John Higham; Jake  Algor; Phil  Kurtz; James Slattery; Jason 
Berhalter; kerrin mcgowan@wallpublicschools.org; Bryan  Clayton; JAMAR PURNSLEY; Statebd; 
Kathleen Doran; DCA Feedback; xxxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx

Subject: [EXTERNAL] OPRA 24-018 - Redacted Separation Agreement for Rosaleen Sirchio - I consider this 
request still OPEN and offer you an extension until Tuesday, 10/10/2023

Attachments: OPRA 24-018B Response Cvr Ltr with attachment.pdf; August 2023 - attorney bills - OPRA 24 - 
023.pdf; June 2023 and July  2023 - OPRA 24-013.pdf; OPRA 23 164 Rose Sirchio 20-21, 21-22, 22-23 
as of 4-27-23 returned 5-8-2023.pdf; OPRA 24-014 - 23-24 sirchio attendance records returned 
9-15-2023.pdf

*** CAUTION *** 

This message came from an EXTERNAL address (xxxxxxx x x@xxx.xxx) . DO NOT click on links or attachments unless 
you know the sender and the content is safe.  

New Jersey State Government Employees Should Forward Messages That May Be Cyber Security Risks To 
x x x x x x x x x x x@xxxxx.xx.gov.  

 

Dear Brian Smyth: 

I am receipt of your correspondence of September 29, 2023 (see attached and below), which 
accompanied the heavily redacted Seperation Agreement for Rosaleen Sirchio under OPRA.  The 
documents are signed by Rosaleen Sirchio, Brian Smyth (BA), Christine Steitz (BOE President) and 
Dawn Choma (Mr. Smyth's Secretary). 

In your correspondence, you stated that the reason for the redaction was that the redacted text was 
"a personnel matter pursuant to N.J.S.A  47:1A-10".  For the reasons stated below, I believe that 
simply stating “a personnel matter pursuant to N.J.S.A  47:1A-10 ” does not comply with the 
Open Public Records Act (OPRA). Accordingly, I consider this request still open and offer you an 
extension until Tuesday, October 10, 2023, to provide me with either unredacted (or more narrowly 
redacted) responsive records and/or an explanation that properly justifies any redactions that you feel 
are legitimate. 

OPRA, specifically N.J.S.A. 47:1A-5(g), requires records custodians, when denying access to a 
record in whole or part, to inform the requestor of “the specific basis” for the denial. Beyond stating 
the “specific basis” for each suppression, the custodian is required to “produce specific reliable 
evidence sufficient to meet a statutorily recognized basis for confidentiality.” Courier News v. 
Hunterdon County Prosecutor’s Office, 358 N.J. Super. 373, 382-83 (App. Div. 2003). Further, he or 
she must explain each suppression in a manner that “without revealing information itself privileged or 
protected, will enable other parties to assess the applicability of the privilege or protection.” Paff v. 
New Jersey Department of Labor, Board of Review, 379 N.J. Super. 346, 354-55 (2005) (quoting R. 



4:10-2(e)) (emphasis in original).  More recently, the Appellate Division reaffirmed its commitment to 
this principle in Burke v. Brandes, 429 N.J. Super. 169, 178 (App. Div. 2012). 

These cases prescribe how custodians are to explain and justify the redactions they make to records 
and are legally binding. I have no desire for you to burden the Wall taxpayers with the costs of 
another lawsuit. Rather, I write to encourage you (with the help of the Wall BOE attorney - Athena 
Cornell of Cornell, Merlino, McKeever & Osborne, LLC) to reconsider the way you’ve explained 
the redactions you made to the records I requested. Please let me know the results of your review by 
the extension date set forth above. 

Regards,                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                     Betsy 
Cross                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                                          
                                    

 
 





























 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
     

 

----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: OPRA Request <opra@wallpublicschools.org> 
To: "bcross5xx@xxx.xxx" <bcross517@aol.com> 
Sent: Friday, September 29, 2023 at 03:43:37 PM EDT 
Subject: OPRA 24-018 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
 
Attached is a response to your OPRA request. 
 
Brian Smyth 
Custodian of Records 
Wall Township Public School District 
email:  opra@wall.k12.nj.us 
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: bcross517@aol.com <bcross517@aol.com> 
To: OPRA Request <opra@wallpublicschools.org> 
Cc: comptroller <comptrollxxxxxx@xxx.xxate.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov <kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov>; MacDougall Scott 
[OSC] <scott.macdougall@osc.nj.gov>; Dawn Choma <dchoma@wallpublicschools.org>; Madelyn Kolasis 
<mkolasis@wallpublicschools.org>; Joyce McCabe <jmccabe@wallpublicschools.org>; Elaine Harder 
<eharder@wallpublicschools.org>; Jake Algor <jalgor@wallpublicschools.org>; Phil Kurtz 
<pkurtz@wallpublicschools.org>; James Slattery <jslattery@wallpublicschools.org>; Jason Berhalter 
<jberhalter@wallpublicschools.org>; kerrin mcgowan@wallpublicschools.org <kmcgowan@wallpublicschools.org>; Bryan 
Clayton <bclayton@wallpublicschools.org>; John Higham <jhigham@wallpublicschools.org>; Lester W. Richens 
<lester.richenx@xxx.xx.gov>; Sean O'Halloran <sohalloran@wallpolice.org>; Michael Hurden 
<mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes <thughes@wallpolice.org>; Statebd <statebd@doe.nj.gov>; Jennifer Mccann 
<jmccann@wallpublicschools.org>; Kathleen Doran <woods223@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2023 at 09:58:41 AM EDT 
Subject: Separation Agreement - Rose Sirchio and more - kindly respond by noon today 
 
Immediate Access under OPRA - Kindly return all via e:mail 
 
Hello Mr. Smyth:   
 
May I please have a copy of the Separation Agreement for Rose Sirchio ID #7343 that was a hand 
carry on last night's agenda read by Brian Smyth. 
 



There was nothing attached or provided to the public.  It certainly should have been given her 
previous job was posted on September 7, 2023, it seemed planned that it was not on the agenda so 
no one would ever see it looking back to agenda's and not watching the meeting on the live stream.     
 
The complete lack of Transparency at every turn in the Wall BOE is disturbing.   
 
I would like this document by noon today.     
 
It seems we have paid Ms. Sirchio for 354 days in "paid" administrative leave since April 12, 2021 
and Ms. Sirchio still has banked 327 days (see attached attendance records for July 1, 2022, through 
last week).   
 
What exactly did the BOE members approve last night that the residents of Wall will be paying that 
you do not want us to see?.   
  
I don't think anyone in Wall Twp. is shocked that not one person is running for the 3 open BOE seats 
this November.  NO ONE wants to be a part of this Wall BOE given the complete lack of 
transparency.    
 
Your attorney bills for just "Personnel matters" for May 2023, June 2023 and July 2023 were 
$32,669.50.  It is certainly time a state agency comes in and audit this Separation agreement and 
much more!   The children of Wall deserve so much better!    
 
Wall BOE President - Christine Steitz, I asked you again last night and was rudely cut off by the Wall 
BOE attorney Athina Cornell.  So again, who gave my minor son's picture to the law firm of Sciarrillo, 
Cornell, McKeever Osborne LLC to be used in their reply brief without Dr. Handerhan's knowledge 
per Lester Richens.   Who is making decisions like this if not the Superintendent of the district?  I did 
see Mr. Smyth was copied as well when his picture was unlawfully used in a reply brief.     I would like 
this answer also by noon today.     
 
The below OPRA is also overdue regarding the Central School Trailers.   
 
Ms. Steitz has Mr. Smyth been deposed yet on the Central School Trailer lawsuit.  This questioned 
has been asked during BOE meetings and in writing to no response.  I recall watching Mr. Smyth just 
laugh to the reporter when he was asked this question from the Coast Star after the July BOE public 
meeting.   
 
Regards, 
  
Betsy Cross  
 
 
----- Forwarded Message ----- 
From: xxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx <b xxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx> 
To: OPRA Request <xxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx> 
Cc: Boardmembers <boardmembers@wallpublicschools.org>; thanderxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
<thanderhan@wallpublicschools.org>; Craig Klein <cklein@rlminc.org>; Barbara Murphy 
<xxxxxxx@xxxxxx.xxx>; comptroller <comptrollertips@osc.state.nj.us>; kevin.walsh@osc.nj.gov 
<xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxx>; MacDougall Scott [OSC] <scott.macdougall@osc.nj.gov>; Sean 
O'Halloran <xxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxx.xxx>; Michael Hurden <mhurden@wallpolice.org>; Ty Hughes 
<thughes@wallpolice.org>; Kathleen Doran <woods223@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 at 03:59:57 PM EDT 



Subject: OPRA request for public information 
 

OPRA REQUEST FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Brian Smyth: 
May I please have a copy of any claim submitted with all responsive 
documents including the claims transmittal form and tort claim notice form 
sent to Qual-Lynx from Brian Smyth, Dawn Choma or anyone in charge of 
sending in claims notices from the Wall Twp. School District.  Be sure to 
include any claims submitted related to Luke Grasso.   It should have 
been August 2019 from reviewing Dawn Choma's e:mail to Michael 
Gross.    
 
 
 

The time frame is August 27, 2019 to June 30, 2020. 
 
The fax number they are sent to at Qual-Lynx is (609) 365 - 4000.   
 
Loss and Liability Claims 

As soon as you are aware of the incident, report  claim to Qual-Lynx. 
Tel: (609) 653-8400 
Fax: (609) 365-4000 
Claims must be submitted via fax using the Claim Transmittal Form.  
Tort Claims Notice 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Betsy Cross 
 
 
 
 
 


