

Dear Sir/Madam:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Hardwick Township received your May 27, 2020, Open Public Records Act (“OPRA”) on May 28, 2020.  The undersigned official records custodian received your OPRA request on the date.  As a result, this official response and explanation has been timely emailed to you on May 28, 2020.

With respect to your request, please be advised that Hardwick Township neither has a police department nor has it entered into a shared service arrangement with another municipal police department, thus there are no records responsive to the subject OPRA request.  Hardwick, which utilizes the services of the New Jersey State Police (“NJSP”), does not make, maintain, keep, or received any of the requested records, and does not have access to the records through any department, professional, or personnel.  The NJSP is a totally separate and distinct entity with its own records custodian and process to obtain records under OPRA.  If you are interested in obtaining records from the NJSP, you may attempt to submit your request for the records directly to the NJSP, or you may attempt to submit the OPRA request online to the NJSP at http://www.njsp.org.information.OPRA-request.shtml.

If your request for access to a government record has been denied, you have a right to challenge the decision to deny access.  At the option, you may either institute a proceeding in the Superior Court of New Jersey or file a Complaint with the Government Records Council (“GRC”) by completing the Denial of Access Complaint form.  You may contact the GRC by toll-free telephone at (866) 850-0511, by mail at  Post Office Box 819, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, by email at grc@dca.state.nj.us , or at their website at www.state.nj.us/grc.  The Council can also answer other questions about the law.  All questions regarding Complaints filed in the Superior Court should be directed to the Court.

Should you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact the undersigned at your convenience and I will do my best to work through same with you.

Thank you

Sincerely yours,


Judith M. Fisher, RMC
Municipal Clerk/Custodian of Records.
hardwicktwpclerk@yahoo.com



