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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY
EUGIENIA LANDA,
Plaintiff O FF
VY. SUMMONS IN A CIVIL CASE ’CE
TOWNSHIP OF PLAINSBORO, BT AL,
Dejendant

CASE NUMBER: 3:13-CV-03082-MLC~TJB

TO: (Nawne and address of Defendani):

A lawsuit has been filed against you.

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not connting the day you received it} — or 60 days if
you are the United States or a United States Agency, or an office or emplayee of the United States deseribed in
Fed, R. civ. P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you nst serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a
motion under rule 12 of the Fedeval Rules of Clvil Procedure, The answer or motion must be served on the
plaintiff or plaintiff’s attorney, whose name and address are:

If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in.the
complaint. You also must file your answer or motion with the court.

WILLIAM T, WALSH
CLERK

JAWEIA CAMPBELL
{By) DEPUTY CLERK
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RETURN OF SERVICE
DATR
Servico af the Summons and complaint was atade by me{l}
NAME OF SERVER (PRINT) FITLE

Check oune box below lo indicale appropriate method of service

{3 served personally upon the defendant, Place where served;

{3 LeR copies thersof at the defendant's dwelling house or usual place of zbode with a person of suilable age and
disczction then residing therein,

0 Nanme of person with whot fhe sunmmons and complaint were lefl;

{3 Returned unexecuted:

0 Other (specify) :

STATEMENT OF SERVICE FEES

TRAVEL

SERVICES TOTAL

DECLARATION OF SERVER

1 declare under penaity of pevjury under the Jaws of the United States of America st the foregoing information
contained in the Refum of Service and Slaternent of Service Fees is true and eorvect,

Executed on

Date Slgnature of Server

Address of Server
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LAW OFFICES OF SAMUEL M. BREGMAN
23 MAPLEWOOQOD TERRACE

LAKEWOOD, NEW JERSEY 08701

(646) 761-8927

Attorneys for Plaintiff

Rugenia Landa

EUGENIA LANDA, IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT
COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW
Plaintif, JERSEY
VS
CIVIL ACTION No.

TOWNSHIP OF PLAINSBORO, POLICE
OFFICER BRUCE STANKIEWICZ, AND
POLICE OFFICER THOMAS NEWBON,

AND JOHN DOES 1-10, JURY TRIAL DEMANDED
Defendants.
COMPLAINT

Plaintiff Bugenia Landa, by way of Complaint against Defendants Township of

Plainsboro, Police Officer Bruce Stankiewioz, and Police Officer Thomas Newbon, says:

THE PARTIES
1. Plaintiff Bugenia Landa (“Landa” or “Plaintiff) is a resident of 7 Jackson Avenue
in Princeton, New Jersey,
2. Defendant Township of Plainsboro (“Plainsboro™) is a municipal corporation

organized and existing under the laws of the State of New Jersey, which maintains its principal

offices at 641 Plainsboro Road, Plainsboro, New Jersey 08536,
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3, Defendant Police Officer Bruce Stankiewicz (“Stankiewicz”) was at all matexial
times a police officer with the Township of Plainsboro Police Department located at 841
Plainsboro Road, Plainsboro, NI 083536, Police Officer Stankiewicz is being sued bLoth

individually and in bis official capacity as police officer, agent and/or employee of the defendant,

Township of Plainsboro.

4, Defendant Police Officer Thomas Newbon ("Newbon”) was at all material times
a police officer with the Township of Plainsboro Police Department located at 841 Plainshoro
Road, Plainsboro, NJ 08536. Police Officer Newbon is being sued both individually and in his

official capacity as police officer, agent and/or ewployee of the defendant, Township of

Plainsboro,

5. John Does 1-10 represent members of the Plainsboro Police Department who are

unidentifiable at the present time,

JURISDICTION

6. This Cowrt has jurisdiction over the Federal Law claims pursuant to 28 U.S.C.

§§1331 and 1343,

7. Venue is proper under 28 U.S.C, §1391 because the causes of action upon which

the Complaint is based arose in and around Plainsboro, New Jersey, which is in the District of

New Jersey, Camden Vicinage.

FACTUAL BACKGROQUND

8. At all material times, defendants Police Officers Stankiewicz and Newbon acted

within the course and scope of their employment under the color of state law and pursuant to the
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customs, policies and practices of the Township of Plainsboro Police Department, and the
defendant, Township of Plainshoro.

9. On September 14, 2012, Mus, Landa ate an afternoon meal in a restaurant in
Princeton, NJ, She consamed alcohof with her meal, and it had an unexpected and poor reaction
with the prescription medicine she had been taking,

10.  Upon exiting the restaurant and getting in her car, Officers Stankiewicz and
Newbon arrived at the scene,

11, Officers Stankiewicz and Newbon arrested Mys. Landa without any resistance,
and proceeded fo place handcuffs on her, The handeuffs were extraordinavily tight and painful,
causing excruciating pain. She expressed this to the avresting officers, and the pain made her cry,
but her complaint was ignored.

12.  Officer Stankiewicz transported Mis. Landa to the Plainsboro police station, At
the police station, she remained handceuffed and was restrained to a metal chair for approximately
1.5 hows. During this period of time, Myrs. Landa continued fo ery from the extrente pain of the

handcuffs,

13. At several points she attempted to complain about the crushing pressure on her

hands — but Mrs. Landa was ignored.
14, As a direct and proximate result of being tightly handeuffed without relief, Mrs.

Landa suffered permanent injury to her hands and has been forced to undergo medical treatment

and therapy,

15.  As a djrect and proximate result of the aforementioned acts and conduct of the

defendants, Mrs, Landa sustained emotional and psychological injuries.

s

i P btk
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16,  As a direct and proximate result of the aforementioned acts and conduct of the
defendants, Mis, Landa has been obligated to and continues to expend substantial sums of money

and to incur expenditures for medical treatment for an indefinite period of time, to her great

detriment and loss,

FIRST COUNT

17, Paragraphs 1 through 16 ave incorporated herein by reference, as though each
were fully set forth herein at length,

18,  As afovesaid, defendants, Officers Stankiewicz and Newbon, acting within the
course and scope of their employment, under the color of state law, and pursuant to the custorns,
policies, and practices of the Township of Plainsboro; -deprived Plaintiff of her rvights, privileges
and immunities under the Laws and Constilutions of the State of New Jersey and the United
States; in particular, the right to be free from the use of excessive force, which actions violated
the Plaintiff's rights under the Fourth and Fourteenth Amendments to the Constitution of the
United States, the Constitution of the State of New Jersey, the Laws of the United States and of
the State of New Jersey, and were in violation of 42 U.S.C. §1983.

19,  As aforesaid, defendants, Officers Stankiewicz and Newbon, acting within the
course and scope of their employment, under the color of state law, and pursuant to the customs,
policics, and practices of the Township of Plainsboro, intentionally and maliciously humiliated,
threatened, aceused apd msulted Plaintiff, and used their position of authority illegally and
improperly to punish the Plainfiff, ail of which violated the Plaintiff’s rights under the Fourth and

Fourteenth Amendments to the Constitation of the United States, the Constitution of the State of
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New Jersey, the Laws of the United States and of the State of New Jersey, and were in violation

of 42 U.S.C, §1983,

20,  As a direct and proximate result of the malicious, infentional and/or reckless

actions of the defendants, the Plaintiff suffered substantial injuries.
21, The above-described actions of the Officers Stankiewicz and Newbon, in their
individual capacities, were so malicious, intentional and reckless, and disp]afed such a reckless

indifference to the Plaintiff's 1'ightsv and well being that the imposition of punitive damages is

warranted.

WHEREFORE, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. §§1983 and 1988, and the New Jersey
Constitution, Plaintiff demands eompensatory and punitive damages against the defendants plus

interest, costs, attorney’s fees, and other appropriate relief.

SECOND COUNT

22.  Paragvaphs I through 2! are incorporated herein by reference, as fully as though

each were set forth hevein at length,

23, Defendants were present when the Plaintiff’s constitutional rights were violated

by the use of excessive force.

24,  The defendants knew or should have known the tight handenffing of Plaintiff and
refisal to loosen the handeuffs constituted excessive force in violation of the Plaintiff’s rights

under the United States and New Jersey Constitutions,

25.  The defendants had a realistic opportunity to intervene and to prevent the

violation of the Plaintiff’s constitutional rights, but failed to do so.




Case 3:13-cv-03082-MLC-TIB Document 1 Filed 05/15/13 Page 6 of 8 PagelD: 6

96,  Defendants maliciously, intentionally, recklessly and with deliberate indifference
fuiled to intervene and halt the constitutional conduct of amy and all of the above named
defendants, resulting in Plaintiff sustaining substantial damage.

WHEREFORE, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. §§1983 and 1988, and the New Jersey

Constitution, Plaintiff demands compensatory and punitive damages against the defendants pius

interest, costs, attorney’s fees, and other appropriate refief,

THIRD COUNT .

27.  Paragraphs 1 through 26 are incorporated herein by reference, as fully as though
each weve set forth herein at length,

98, Plaintiff avers that the defendant, ToWnslﬁp of Plainsboro, has adopted and
maintained for many yeats a recognized and accepted policy, custom, and practice of condoning
and/or acquiescing the use of excess force by its officers; systematically verbally and physically
abusing individuals and subjecting them to the same type of treatment to which Plaintiff was
subjected, which policy constitutes the use of excessive force and violates the Fowrth and
Fourteenth Amendments of the Constitution of the United States, the Constitution of the State of
New Iex'seﬁ, the Laws of the United States and of the State of New Jei'sey, and were in violation
of 42 U.S.C. §1983,

59 The Plaintiff avers that defendant, Township of Plainsboro, has adopted and
maintained for many years a rccognized and accepted policy, custom andfor practice of
systelugticaliy failing to properly lrain, supervise and/or discipline officers, including but not
limited to Officers Stankiewicz and Newbon, regarding. constitutional restraints on the use of

force, which policy violates the Fourth and Fourteenth Amendments of the Constitation of the
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United States, the Constitution of the State of New Jersey, the Laws of the United States and of
the State of New Jersey, and were in violation of42 U.8.C. §1983.

30,  The defendant, Township of Plainsboro, has been deliberately indifferent to the
rights of citizens in the Princeton arvea to be free firom the use of excessive force which deliberate
indifference violates the Plaintiff’s rights under violates the Fourth and Fourteenth Amendments
of the Constitution of the United States, the Counstitution of the State of New Jersey, the Laws of
the United States and of the State of New Jersey, and were in violation of 42 U.8.C. §1983,

3L, The Plaintiff avers that at the time of the aforementioned incident, the Township
of Plainsboro knew or should have known of the above described policy, practice and/or custom
of the Township of Plainsboro Police Department, and that they deliberately, knowingly, and
recklessly failed to take measures to stop or limit the policy, including inter alia, providing
proper training, supervision, discipline, and contro] of the officers, agents, and/or employees of
the Township of Plainsbore Police Department.

32.  The Plaintiff avers that the defendant, Township of Plainsboro, has adopted and
maintained for many years a recognized and accepted policy, custom and/or practice of failing to
properly investigate matters in which officers unfawfully use excessive force, which allows for
and results in an encowragement to officers within the Township of Plainsboro to continue doing
same, and creates policies, practices and/or customs allowing officers to proceed in this manner
and creates an atrnosphere for the allowance of such use of excessive force by members of the
Township of Plainsboro Police Department without fear or punishment,

33, By filing to take action to stop or Hmit the policy and/or by remaining
deliberatsly indifferent to the systematic abuses which occurred in accordance with and as a

direct and proximate result of the policy, custom and/or practice, defendant, Township of

i b
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Plainsboro condoned, acquiesced in, pasticipated in and perpetrated the policy, custom andfor
practice in violation of the Plaintiff’s rights under the Fourth and Fourteenth Amendments of the
Constitution of the United States, the Constitution of the State of New Jersey, the Laws of the
United States and of the State of New Jersey, and were in violation of 42 U,8,C. §1983,

34, ‘As a direct and proximate result of fhe malicious, intentional, and/or reckless
actions of the defendant, Township of Plainshoro, Plaintiff snffered substantial injuries anﬁ
harm,

WHEREFORE, pursuant to 42 US.C, §§1983 and 1988, and the New Jersey

Constitution, Plamtiff demands compensatory against the defendants plus interest, costs,

attorney’s fees, and other appropriate relief,

Law Offices of Samuel M, Bregman
Attorneys for Plaintiff

s/Samuel M, Bregman
By: Samuel M. Bregman

Dated: May 10, 2013
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