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COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND

Defendanis.

Flaintiff, C.F. by his parent and guardian D.F,, residing in Millvills, New Jersey, by way
Coinplaint against the defan;dmis, says:
Preliminary Statement
This matéer is opened to the Court under the Néw Jersey Civil Rights Act {*}J CRA"’-’)
alleging the use of unlawful and excessive force by defendants such that plainiff's rights wnder

the NICRA were violated.
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dentivication of Partles

L. Plaintiff C.¥, a minor, is at all relevant imes herein, a resident of the Siats of

Mew Jersey.

2; Defendant City of Miilviliﬂ is a manicipality ﬂx)ﬁa:@d in Cumbeitand County, New
Jersey, subject to suit under the NJCRA and liable to plaintiff for the reasons set forth hereafer,

3, Defendant City of Millville Polica Department is a public sntity locatsd in
Cumberland County, New Jersay, subject to suit under the NICRA and lisble to plaintiff for the
reasons set forth hereafer.

4, Defendant Police Officer Michael Thompson is an individual residing in the State
of New Jersey and liable to plaintiff for the reasons sct forth hereafier,

s Defendants J«uhn_ Doss 1-5 and 6-19, cumently wsidentified, are individuals and/or
satities who, on the basis of their direc 2083 or ou the basis of respondear superior, agé
answerable to the plantiffs,

General Allegations

6. On or sbour September 28, 2014, plaindff was permissibly riding a motorized dirt
bike in 2 wouded area near his home.

7. As plaintiff slowed and approached 2 turm-around point, he heard s voice yell
“stop.”

3. Plaintiff turned and saw defendant Police Officer Michael Thompson pointing a
gun direcily at him.

3. Plaintift stopped his bike, dismounted, let the bike falt 10 the ground and removed

his helmet,




1D, Defendant Themsson continued to peint his gun at the plainiitf for approxirmaizly .

30 seconds.

Vi, Upon information and belief, daf%:.nf-jami Thompson stopped the plantiff becauss
of a civilian complaint regarding bike and ATV usage in the m'ﬁé.

2. Defendant Thompson®s pointing of the gun at plaintiff was unnecessary becavse
of the lack of severity of the crime af issue, because piaiatiff did not pose an icmediats threat to
the safeiy of the polics officer or nthers, and because plaineifl was not actively resisting arresi or
atternpting 1o evade arrest by flight.

13, The unnecessary and unprovoked pointing of the gun &t the minor plaintitfwas a
use of excessive force by defendant Thompson, who was acting under color of law and 25 an
agent of defendants City of Millville and City of Midiville Police Department,

t4. - Plainiiffhas guarantesd 19 him by the Fourth Amendment to the United States
Constinution the right 1o be free from nareasonable seizurs,

15, Deofendant’s use of excessive force represented a violation of plaintifls Fourth
Amandment Constitwtivna] vights such that defeadants arz Habls to plaintiff for violation of the
MICRA.

16, Hecause the above conduct was purposeful, intentional, egragious, and pesformed
with 3 reckliess distegard of the rights of plaintiff, punitive damages ave wananied,

COUNT A
MICRA
17, Plaintiff hereby repeats and realleges paragraphs 1 through 15, as though fu]hf set

{orth nacsin.




18.  Forthe reasons sat forth above, plaintifs rights under the NICRA were violated

such that defendants are liabla.

WHEREFORE, plainti{f demand judgment against the defendan:s jointly, severally and
in the aliermative, together with compensatory damages, non-sconomic compensatory damages,
punitive damages, interest, cost of suit, atiomeys’ fees, enhanced aitorneys’ fees, and any other

velief the Court deems equitable and just.

Dated: | 1% 118




DEMAND 1O PRESARYIE LVIDENT
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i All defendants are hereby directed and dernanded to preserve all physical and

electronic information perlgining in any way to plaintiff’s employment, 11:1 plainiifl’s canse of
action and/or prayers for relisf, to an y defenses to sams, and pertaining to any party, including,
but not limited to, electronic data storags, closed circuit TV footages, digital images, .wmputar
images, cache memory, searchable data, emails, spread sheets, employment files, memos, text
messages and any and all online social or werk related websites, entries on social networking
sites (including, but net limited to, Facebook, twitter, MySpace, etc.}, and any other énfbxr;satisn
and/or dasa and/or things and/or documents which may be relevant to any claim or defenss in this
litigation,

2. Faéium o do so will rasult in separate claims for spoliation of evidence snd/er for

appropriate adverse inferences.

COSTEX s, p.C,
- _‘l-’,'-'".
By: = .
Néevin DL, Costeilo
JURY DEMAND
i
Plaintif hereby demends & trial by juy. / o
COSTELL @mﬁ.ﬁf{
‘-_‘—-*’—"
By:

Ke_vizz M. Costelln




RULFE 4:5-1 CERTIFICATION

1. {am licensed to practice law in New Jersey and am responsible for the captioned

matter.

]

Lam aware of no other maiter arently filed or pending in any court inany

jurisdiction which may affect the partics or maiters tibed he}ain.
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DESIGNATION OF TRIAL COUNSEL

Kevin M. Costello, Bsquire, of the law firm of Costelio & Mﬁn}%ﬁbj{-

designated tnal vounsal,
COSTELLD & JAAINS D22
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lfevin M. Cosgelis”




