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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY 

SITAR1F, 
Plaint 

1 of 2 Fisif‘uvip 
CLERK or I 

153 FEB -1 A 
-1ACKE 4SACti,, 

V. 	SUMMONS IN A CIVIL CASE 
CITY OF HACKENSACK, ET AL, 
Defend.ant 

-CAS 
NUMBER 2:17—CV-12410-1CM—MAH 

TO: Name and addras ofDefendant): 

C 	g 	7.4CAMPiz ck 

&cteen.I'-4: s.ti 7- 0 74.t, 

A lawsuit has been filed against you, 

Within 21 days after service of this SUMMOILS on you (not counting the.(lay you received it) 
— or 60 days if you are the United States or a United States Agency, or an office or employee of 
the United States cleseribecl in Fed. R. civ. P, 12 (a){2) or (3) 	you must serve on the plaintiff 
an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under:rule 12 of the Federal Rules of Civil 
Procedure. The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiffs attorney, whose 
name and address are: 

If you fail to respond, judgment by default Will be entered againat•you for the relief 
demanded in the complaint. You also must The your answer or motion with the court. 
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RETURN OF SERVICE 
service or the Summons and complaint was made by DATE 

met]) 
NAME or SERVER (PRINT) 

	
TITLE 

LChe:OcOn.0;6,-4,  below.rO indicate appropriiltomethedoiserOee 

❑ SerVed Personally upon the defendant. Place where served: 	  

0 Left copies thereof at the defendant's dwelling house or -usual place o f abode with a person of suitable ake 
and 
discretion then residing therein. 

0  Name of person with whom the summons and complaint were left: 	  

0 Returned imexecuted: 	  

0 Other (specify) 	  

STA'TEMENT.OF SERVICE FEES 
SERVICES 
	

TOTAL TRAVEL 

CL RATION OF SERVER 

I declare under.penalty:of perjury under the lavvs Ofthe United States of America that theforegoi g 
information 
contained in the Return of Service and Statement of Service Fees is true and correct. 

Executed on 
Date 	 Signature ofServer 

Address ofServer 
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Nathaniel Davis, Esq. 
972 Broad Street 
go, Floor  

Newark, New Jersey 07102 
Telephone: (2O1):963-9243 
Attorney for the Plaintiff; 
Ibn Sharif 

TEN SHARJF 	 .: UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
• 9g1.73: STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

Plaintiff (s) 

v. 	 : Civil Action No: 

CITY OF HACKENSACK, CITY OF 	: COMPLAINT 
HACKENSACK POLICE DEPARTMENT, : 
CAPT. FRANCESCA AQUILA, DET. 
ROCCO ,DUARDO, DET. JOSEPH 
GONZALES, DET.. LT. SCOTT SYBEL, 
ABC CORP. 1-3 (Name hereby fictitious), 
JOHN DOES 1-10 (Name being hereby 
fictitious), 

Defendant(s) 

Plaintiff; Ibn Sharif, by his attorney, Nathaniel Da.vis, Esq., of the firm Nathaniel M. 

Davis, Esq„ complains of defendants, City of Hackensack;  City of Hackensack Police 

Department, Capt. Francesca Aquila, Det. Roceo-Duardo, and Del Joseph Gonzales, ABC Corp. 

1-3, John Doe 1-3, and Richard. Roe 1-3-hereinafter referred to as 'defendants", and allege as 

follows: 

INTRODUCTION 

1, This lawsuit arises out of a false arrest and detention by defendants, City of Hackensack, City 

of Hackensack Police Department, Capt. Francesca Aquila, Det. Roco Dnardo, Det. Joseph 

Gorwolez, and John, Doe 1-1 O. The Plaintiff was caused to be incarcerated for several days in the 

Bergen County Jail due to a false arrest and false detention. 
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2. The lawsuit seeks damages for false arrest and false detention in violation of the•Fourth, 

Fifth, Sixth, Eighth, and Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

3. This action :arises under the Constitution of the United States, particularly 

the Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Eighth and Fourteenth Amendments to the Constitution of the United 

States, and under the laws of the United States, particularly the Civil Rights Act, Title 42 of the 

United StateS Code, Sections 1983 and 1988. 

4 	The jtiriSdiction.of this conrt is invoked under the provisions of Title 28 of 

the United States Code, Sections 1331 and 1343. 

5, 	This' court has supplemental jiirisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1367(it) 

over-any and all state constitutional and state law, claims that are so related to the elainiA.withio 

the original jurisdiction ofthis Court. 

Venue,ofthis action is proper under 28 USC 1391(1) because it' is Where 

the Plaintiff resides, . 

PARTIES 

7, 	Plaintiff; Ibn Sharif, is and at all times mentioned was a legal resident of the United 

States of America, and resident of the State of New Jersey. 

8. Uponinfonnation and belief, and at all times hereinafter mentioned, plaintiff, Ibn Sharif, 

hereinafter referred to as "Plaintiff'. 

9. At all time,s hereinafter mentioned, the defendant, City of Hackensack, 

is a municipality in the State of New Jersey which employed the defendants, Capt. Francesca 

Aquila, Oct. Rocco Duardo, Dot. Joseph Gowales, and Det, Lt. Scott Sybel, and is the 

supervising entity of the City of Hackensack Police Department. 
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10. 	At all times hereinafter mentioned, the defendant, Cify of Hackensack Police Department, 

was the law enforcement department of the defendant, City of Hackensack, and employed the 

defendants, Capt. Francesca Aquila, Det, Rocco Duardo, Dd. Joseph Gonzales, and Det, Lt. 

Scott Sybel. 

11. At all,times hereinafter mentioned, the defendant, Captain Francesca Aquila, was 

employed as a captain in the Hackensack Police DepartmentDefendant is sued in his individual 

and official capacity. 

12. At all times hereinafter mentioned, the .defendant, Oct Rocco Duardo; was employed as 

a Detective in the Hackensack Police Department. Defendant is-sued in his individual and 

official capacity. 

13. At all times hereinafter mentioned, the defendant, Det. Joseph Gonalez, was. employed 

as a Detective in the Hackensack Police Dvartment. Defendant-  is Sued in his individual' and 

official capacity. 

14. At all times hereinafter mentioned, the defendant, bet Lt Scott Sybel, was employed as a 

Detective in the IlackenSack Police Department. Defendant is sued in his individual and official 

capacity. 

15 	Defendants, ABC Corp. 1-10, are entities owned and/or operated by the City of 

Hackensack and/or its police department. 

16. Defendants, John Doe 1-10, are persons: employed by the City of Hackensack and/or, 

its police department. Defendants, John Doe 1-10, are sued in their individual and official 

capacities, 

17. At the time of the alleged incident and at all times pertinent hereto, Defendants 

acted under color of law, of a statute, ordinance, regulation, custom, or usage, 
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STATEMENT OF FACTS 

18. On or about March 15, 2016,. at approximately 600 p.m, Plaintiff was arrested by the 

defendants, Det. Rocco Duardo and Det, Lt. Scott Sybel based on three outstanding warrants 

regarding possession of cocaine. and distribution of cocaine. 

19. The Plaintiff claims that the allegations which caused him to be arrested were false and as 

such the Plaintiff was falsely arrested and detained by the defendants. 

20. It waS alleged that on March IS, 2(116, that the defendants, Det,. Gonzalez and Det. 

Mardi), engaged in an undercover pluphase with the Plaintiff in which the Plairitiff is accused of 

selling cocaine to the defendant, Det. Gonzalei. 

21. It was alleged that on April 12, 2016, Thatthe defendants, Det. Gonzalez and Det. 

Duardo, engaged in an undercover putcha.se with the Plpintifti's accused ofselling cocaine to the 

defendant, net. Gonzalez. 

22. It was alleged that on May 11, 2016, that the defendantsDet, Gonzalez and bet Duardo, 

engaged man undercover purehme with: the Kaintiff iS accused of selling cocaine to the 

defendant, Det. Gonzalez 

23. The Plaintiff was charged with :selling .cocaine to im undercover officer contrary to the 

provisions of N.J.S A. 2C:35-5(a)(1) and N..T.S.A. 2C-5(13)(3),Inowingly orpurposely possess a 

controlled dangerous substance in violation of NIS.A. 2C35-1041) on the va.rions days the 

alleged sales took place. 

24. Subsequent to the arrest, the Bergen County Prosecutors Office dismissed the charges 

against the Plaintiff due to serious concerns .about the credibility of the defendants, Dot. 

Gonzalez, Det. Duardo, and Det. Lt. Scott Sybel. 
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25, 	The defendants, Det. Gonzalez, Det. Duardo, and Det. Lt. Scott Sybel, are aecused of 

engagin 	iscwiduet as police officers in regard to their actions as police officers in regard to 

another matter in which they allegedly broke into an apartment without a warrant. 

26. As a result of the misconduct, the defendant police officers, Det. Gonzalez and Det. 

Duardo, were placed on administrative leave. The defendant, Det. Lt. Sybel, retired from the 

police force.. 

27. Plaintiff alleges.that he was wrongfully arrested by the defendants in the hereirrmatter. 

COUNT I 

FALSE ARREST]!. FALSE 11vIPRISONMENT 

28. Plaintiffhas a clearly established right under the Fourth and Fourteent.h Amendments to the 

U.S. Constitution to he free from unreasonable seizure of his person, aright that the defendants 

Oct. Gonzalez, Dot Duardo and Det Lt. Sybel violated by handcuffing Plaintiff and arreating. 

him without probable Cause or reasonable belief thatPlaintiff was cpinxtitlitga eritue. 

29. Defendant, City of flaekensaek, City of Hackensack Police Department, and Capt.. 

France:sea Aquilq, is responsible for the violation of Plaintiff's eonstitutiànalrightsr because 

defendants, Def. Gonzalez, Det: Duardo and Lt. Det Sybel, actions resulted from the City's 

deliberate indifference to a custom, Pattern,Practice, or policy of allowing officers to retaliate.  

against individuals for their expressive conduct in recording police undertaldng their official. 

COUNT II 

MALICIOUS PROSECUTION 

28. 	Plaintiff has a dearly established right under the Fourth and Fourteenth Amendments to 

the U.S. Constitution to be free from unreasonable seizure of his person, Defendants, Det. 

Duardo, Det Gonzales, and Lt. Det. Sybel violated his rights when the defendants initiated a 
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criminal proceeding against Plaintiff in the absence of any probable cause to believe that Plaintiff 

had committed a crime. 

29. The charges against Plaintiff were later terminated in his favor. 

30. Defendant's, 1)et. Duardo, Det. Gonzales, and Lt. Det. Sybel, pursued this prosecution of 

Plaintiff with malice in retaliation for Plaintiff engaging in constitutionally protected activity, 

and without any probable cause Or reasonablebasis for believing that Plaintiff violated a criininal 

statute. 

31. Defendant, Cit3r of Hackensack, City Of Haokensack Police-Departnient, and Capt. 

Francesca Aquila, is responsible for the violation of Plaintiff's constitutional rights because 

defendant Det. Duardo, Det Gonzales,, ancl Lt. 	Sybel actions resulted from the City's 

deliberate indifference to a custom, pattern, practice, or policy of allowing officers to arrest and 

charge individuals. 

COUNTIII 

MONNELL CLAIM PUMANT TO 42 U.S.0 1983 
IN REGARD TO FAILURE TO SUPERVISE AND 
TRAIN, AND .IIXE 

32. Plaintiffs incorporate fully all of the foregoing as if set forth herein 

33. At the time of the conduct complained of the defendant, City of Hackensack, City of 

Hackensack Police Depa.rtment, and co. Francesca Aquila as pOlibymalters had in force and 

effect a policy, practice and custom of coercing witnesses and conducting unsanctioned 

investigations with confidential informants; failing tO investigate crimes adequately; and 

fabricating evidence iri investigations. 

34 	The final policymakers of the. City of Hackensack, City of Hackensack Police 

Department, and Capt. Francesca Aquila as the policy makers had actual or constructive 
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knowledge of these unconstitutional practices yet failed to take any reasonable or adequate steps 

to remedy them. 

35: 	These policies, customs, and practices led. City of Hackensack police officers, Including 

the individual defendants, to believe that misconduct would be tolerated and that allegations of 

abuse of constitutional rightS 'Would not be investigated: 

36. 	This pattern made foreseeable thai officers would violate peoplei.s constitutional rights 

inpreeisely the manner the defendants, Ibn $1.1arifkrightS were violated, and the City, through its 

final prdicymakers -were: deliberately indifferent to this'riSk: 

	

37 	Thesepolicie customs, And prattices: Of the City of Ila.oketisack PoliceDepartment as 

described in this complaint, were th6 ineviiig-fored behind Plaintiffs false arrest. 

58: 	As a result, Plaintiff suffered the injuries set forth below: 

COUNT IV 

Monell Claim Against Defendant City for Uticinstitutional Discipline, 
Training and Supervision Of Police Officers 

	

39.. 	Plaintiffs indorporate fully all of the foregoing as if set forth herein and further allege 

40. M the time of the complained .of incident, defendant; City of Hackensack, City of 

Hackensack Police Department had apohcy, custom, or practice of failing to properly discipline, 

supervise, and train City of Hackensack police -officers including the individual Defendants in 

this case in the proper way to conduct investigations and utilize confidential informants. 

41. The City of Hackensack, City of Hackensack. Police Department, and Capt. Francesca 

Aquila, failed to ensure that its police Officers would conduct constitutionally adequate 

investigations., obtain probable cause to ensure that suspects would not be falsely arrested and 

maliciously prosecuted;.  and never fabricate inculpatory evidence: 
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42, 	The final policymakefs of the City of Hackensack, City of Haekcnsaek Police 

Department, and Capt.. Francesca AqUila had actual or constrictive kfinWledge of these 

unconstitutional practices yet failed to take any reasonable or adequate steps to remedy theta. 

	

43. 	These policieS, cnStomS,..and practices led City of HackenSaok police officers including 

tile Defendant pOlica.orneers to believe th4 misconduct would be tolerated:  and that allegations 

of abuse o :constitutional fights would not he inveStigated. This pattern made it foreseeable that 

officers: wbuldVicilate people's :constitutional rights, in preeiselytheniatmeribn Shatiff's rights 

Were violated, and.the City of Hacketisn  nkr;  City of Hackensack PolieeDepartnient,.and Capt, 

Francesca Aquila through its final :polioymakers, was deliberately indifferent.to this risk 

44. These policies, etistomS, and practices of the City ofilackensackPolice Department as 

desetihed. in this complaint, were the moving force behind Tbn Shariff's false arrest and 

malicious prosecution: 

45. As a result, Plaintiff suffered the injuries set forth below 

COUNT V 

VIOLATION OF NEW JERSEY CONSTITUTION 

46. The Plaintiffincoipotate by reference the allegations set forth in -all preceding paragraphs 

as if fully set forth herein. 

47. By the aforementioned acts of defendants, City of Hackensack, City of Hackensack 

Police Department, and _Capt. Francesca Aquila and the individual police officers have Violated 

Plaintiffs rights under the New Jersey State Constitution including but not Ihnited to: Article I, 

Paragraph 1, Paragraph 5, and Paragraph 12 of the New Jersey State Constitution thereby giving 

rise to the constitutional:protections pursuant to Article I. 
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48, 	The defendants, City of Hackensack, City of Hackensack Police Department, and Capt. 

Francesca Aquila, knew or should have known about the lack of training and supervision of 

corrections officers and where  they made a deliberate choice to folio* this willful course of 

conduct, risking harm to the citizens of the State of New Jersey and proximately causing the 

harms, as set forth above, to Plaintiff 

49. At all relevant times,- the,Plaintiff Was inthe care, custody and/or control cif all 

Defendants, all of whom had a duty to safeguard. Plaintiff's "civil rights. 

50. At all tittles relevant hereto, all Defendants were acting tinder Color of state' law 

and with deliberate and/or reckless indifference to thereasOnably fOreseeableand/or known. 

ALLEGATIONS. 

51 . As a result of the foregoing, plaintiff; ibn Shariff, was deprived of his liberty, suffered 

fear and humiliation, physical injuries, public ridicide, loss of personal reputation, loss of 

income, costs and expenses, and was otherwise damaged. 

52. By reason of the above premises plaintiff, IhnShariff; is entitled to liamages, 

53. Plaintiff; lbn Shariff, has incurred attorneys fees and other expenses in defending 

himself against defendant's malicious and unreasonable conduct. 

54. Defendant acted maliciously and with the intent to injure Plaintiff. 

55, By reason of the above premises Plaintiff is entitled tO punitive damages. 

56, Pursuant to 42 USC § 1988, Plaintiff is entitled to a reasonable allowance for attorneys 

fees as part of his costs, 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, plaintiff, Ibn Shariff, requests that this Court: 
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(1) 	Accept jurisdiction•  over the parties; 

(2). 	Empanel and charge a jury with respect to this action; 

(3) Award to plaintiff, Ibn Sharif, compensatory and punitive damages with pre and 

post-judgment interest tocompensate hinHk for- the injuries he has suffered; 

(4) Order defendants to pay cost of Suit 

(5) Order defendants tp pay the'reasonable attorneys fees and Other costs incurred by 

Plaintiff as provided by Section-1988 of Title 42 and the Civil Rights Acts; 

(6) Award plaintiff; Ibn Sharif; any•Oth,er relief deemed necessary, jnst and proper; 

Dated: December 4, 2017 

Respectfully submitted, 

ltatioutiet nue41 

Nathaniel Davis, Esq. 
972 Broad Street 
8th Floor 
Newark, New Jersey 07102 
Telephone: (973) 792-9005 
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