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Opra+request-12646-27d94d8@requests.opramachine.com
UC Research

RE:	Requests for Public Records Dated May 27, 2020
 	to the Township of Willingboro

Dear Sir/Madame: 

[bookmark: _Hlk514840088]	The Township of Willingboro (“Township”) is in receipt of your requests for public records pursuant to the Open Public Records Act (“OPRA”), N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1, et seq., dated May 27, 2020 and received by the Township on May 28, 2020. The Township has reviewed your request and, for the below stated reasons, your request is denied. 
	You have requested “[a] list of all lawsuits and cases in which any officer of the police department was involved between 2012 and 2019.” As part of this request, you have requested “for each lawsuit/case, please provide the date (month and year) of the alleged incident at issue, whether the alleged incident was excessive force, settlement amount (if any), and final compensation amount riled (if any). OPRA governs “requests for records, not information.” Burke v. Brandes, 429 N.J. Super. 169. 174 (App. Div. 2012). This request does not indicate specifically named or identifiable government records but seeks information, which is an invalid request under OPRA, and the custodian of records has no legal duty to conduct research to locate potentially responsive records. MAG Entm’t, LLC v. Div. of Alcoholic Beverage Control, 375 N.J. Super. 534, 536 (App. Div. 2005); Bent v. Twp. Of Stafford Police Dep’t, Custodian of Records, 381 N.J. Super. 30, 37 (App. Div. 2005); N.J. Builders Assoc v. New Jersey Council on Affordable Hous., 390 N.J. Super. 166, 180 (App. Div. 2007); Morgano v. Essex Cnty. Prosecutor’s Office, GRC Complaint No. 2007-156 (February 2008); Langerkvist v. Office of Governor of State, 443 N.J. Super. 230, 237 (App. Div. 2015)(“OPRA does not convert a custodian into a researcher[.]”). 
	Finally, you have requested the Township “provide copies of the complaint in any lawsuits and cases described above.” This request is denied as vague and/or overbroad. A custodian of records is obligated to search his or her files to find the identifiable government records listed in the requestor’s OPRA request. A custodian of records is not required to research his or her files to figure out which records, if any, might be responsive to a broad and unclear OPRA request. Donato v. Twp. Of Union, GRC Complaint No. 2005-182 (February 2007).
If you have any questions, you may contact me at the email address or phone number above.  Should you disagree with this decision, you have the right to appeal. OPRA permits a person who believes he or she has been illegally denied access to a public record to file a complaint with the GRC, or file suit in Superior Court to challenge the decision and compel disclosure.  For more information, you may contact GRC by phone at 1-866-850-0511, by e-mail at grc@dca.state.nj.us, or visit the GRC web site at www.nj.gov/grc.

	Very truly yours,



	Sarah Wooding
						      Willingboro Township Clerk
cc: Dr. Sharon Rogers, Township of Willingboro Manager
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