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ARREST IN MANCHESTER TOWNSHIP MURDER

Ocean County Prosecutor Bradley D. Billhimer and Manchester Township Chief of Police Lisa Parker have announced that Thomas Hatchett, 86, of Manchester Township, was arrested last night and charged with Murder in violation of  N.J.S.A. 2C:11-3a(1) and Possession of a Weapon for an Unlawful Purpose in violation of N.J.S.A. 2C:39-4a(1).
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On July 1, 2019, Manchester Township Police were summoned to a Manchester residence by a 911 call in reference to a male victim lying face down in the street. Officers found the victim to be bleeding from his head and to have gunshot wounds to his back.  They also observed what appeared to be a bullet hole through the front door of the residence.  The Ocean County Prosecutor’s Office Regional SWAT Team responded to assist.  The SWAT Team made entry to the house and found it to be unoccupied.  Investigation revealed that the owner of the house was Thomas Hatchett.  Further investigation revealed that Hatchett has an address in Verona, New Jersey.  The Verona Police Department were contacted and located Hatchett.  He was transported to the Verona Police Department for an interview.  Detectives from the Ocean County Prosecutor’s Office Major Crime Unit and the Manchester Township Police Department interviewed Hatchett, and he was subsequently arrested and charged.  He was transported to the Manchester Township Police Department to be processed and is currently lodged in the Ocean County Jail.

The victim has been identified as Igal Hedad, 71, of Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

Prosecutor Billhimer and Chief Parker would like to acknowledge the excellent collaboration of law enforcement agencies that acted swiftly and diligently to investigate this matter and locate Hatchett.  The Prosecutor and Chief Parker thank the Detectives from the Ocean County Prosecutor’s Office Major Crime Unit, the Ocean County Prosecutor’s Office Regional SWAT Team, the Manchester Township Police Department, the Verona Police Department, and the Ocean County Sheriff’s Department Crime Scene Investigation Unit.

Prosecutor Billhimer stated:  “Detectives from all of these agencies were on scene all day and traveled to Verona last night once Hatchett was located.  I really can’t say enough to praise their efforts, an amazing job by all involved.”  Chief Parker added:  “Our Detectives worked side by side with Detectives from the Prosecutor’s Major Crime Unit all day and night to make sure that we solved this horrific crime as quickly as possible.”  

The public and media are reminded that all defendants are innocent until proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt in a court of law.

Follow the Office of the Ocean County Prosecutor online on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
The social media links provided are for reference only. 
 OCPO does not endorse any non-governmental websites, companies or applications.
For additional information, visit our Facebook Page at https://www.facebook.com/OCPONJ/
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