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144. Crash Diagram

Shaw NORTH by Arrow
(Not to Scale)

SEE ATTACHED DIAGRAM

145. Crash Description/Narrative

Investigation at the scene revealed that Yehicle #1 was making a right turn from the Laurel Square Shopping
Center (1930 Rt. 88) onto Rt. 88 westbound. Vehicle #2 was traveling eastbound on Rt. 88. approaching the
entrance/ exit of Laurel Square.

It is believed that as Vehicle #1 made the right turn. its rear tire on frailer struck the curb. As the
vehicle was turning. the trailer separated from the cab and entered the eastbound lane. striking Vehicle #2. The
cab continued forward and pulled to the shoulder of the roadway.

As a result of the impact. Vehicle #2 had major damage. The driver of Vehicle #2 (Michael Kluxen) was
seriously injured and had a large laceration to his head. He complained of chest pains and it was later
determined that he had 8 broken ribs. The driver of Vehicle #2 was initially transported to Brick Hospital and
later transferred to Jersey Shore Medical Center

Vehicle #1 had no damage to the cab and minor damage to the trailer. The trailer had damage on the front
end. drivers side. Vehicle #2 had major damage 1o the drivers side. front end. The cab of Vehicle #1 was driven
into the parking lot of Laurel Square and the New Jersey State Police were requested to examine the vehicle. The
trailer was towed from the scene by Joe's Service Center. Vehicle #2 was towed by Legacy Towing.

A representative from the NJSP responded to assist us with examining the cab and trailer. The fifth wheel

146. Officer's Signature 147. Badge # | 148. Reviewer Badge #
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Case No: 2019-00071863

145 Crash Description

hitch system was checked and found to be in the unlocked or open position while the air lock switch in the cab

was in the locked position. The driver of Vehicle #1 advised us that he did a yvehicle check this morning and he

found nothing wrong with the vehicle. He stated that the fifth wheel was locked this morning and that he

traveled numerous miles in stop and go traffic without any issues. He stated that he made several deliveries

without any problems with the trailer and that he was with his yehicle the entire day. It could not be determined

how the fifth wheel hitch became unlocked and the system appeared to be in working condition. A mechanic from

YRC responded to the scene and could not find any defects with the fifth wheel system. He advised me thatitis

not uncommon for the lock to open and that he has observed incidents like this in the past with this type of

truck.

#24f #25. Vehicle #1 is covered by out of state insurance proyvided by Old Republic Insurance Co. with a policy

number of MWML18562 (exp. 3/01/20).

#3871 #39. Vehicle #1 is a Volvo truck, unknown model.
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