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Township of Franklin
Township Committee Closed Session Meeting Minutes
March 12, 2019

Call to Order:
Time: 9:05 PM	
Ms. Vassallo: Present					Mrs. Petsch-Wilson: Present
Mrs. Flaim: Present					Mr. Deegan: Present
Mr. Bruno: Present							

Greg Valesi, CME, discussed Wilshire Woods project. The builder is in default. A contract to be publicly bid will be published and this will also include Joshua Court.  There is top coating, repairs to inlets,  dewinterization of inlets, base paving, concrete repairs, curbing, and milling. There is $117,000 allocated. Street lights were discussed and the cost of LEDS. Ms. Vassallo said that the Township gets street light requests a lot and this may make others request it.  Wilshire Woods were supposed to have landscaping but CME advises against it because of the septics being in the front yard. 

A proposal was sent yesterday to the township on the feasibility of solar. The electric bills were already sent to CME for review. Atlantic City electric does not have the infrastructure to accept power back into the grid. Mr. Bruno said when the substation was built, the deal to get approvals for the project with the planning board and Atlantic City Electric was to reserve capacity for township facilities and Schools for future solar projects at those facilities. The Township will own the system if affordable. Ms. Vassallo said to get the benefits, it should be done by the end of the year because once 5% is reached?  The study will be done in 4-6 weeks. The study cost s is $5,500. It was agreed that the study will go forward.

Negotionations: Mayor Deegan discussed all the points of the contract negotiations. The PBA’s requests and the Township’s rebuttal were discussed. Ms. Vassallo discussed paying the 30 hours of vacation time that the officers want instead of time off. All the bargaining points were discussed and the majority of the PBA agreed. The PBA would like the contract to review. The muster time will be looked over by the legal department.

AFSCME: Dates are being floated around for the next negotiation. Mr. Bruno asked what are the outstanding issues. The union wants to add more $1 increase steps. The Committee does not want to add more steps. The clerical staff would like 4 ten hour days and the Committee does not want to go forward with that proposal.  Ms. Vassallo said mediation is holding up the settlement. Mr. Bruno asked if money was put aside for retro pay? Ms. Vassallo said no. 

Personnel: A Rice Notice was given to Bosco. He requested it to be discussed in public. There is a criminal investigation. Ms. Brent contacted Mr. Armano and he said, after reviewing the handbook, that an investigation should be started immediately. At the present time, she will not be going forward as to not run parallel to police investigation.  Ms. Petsch-Wilson asked why a discussion is either public or in closed session. It is up to the person given the rice notice. A private complaint was filed against a committee member and she will start an investigation tomorrow. Mr. Armano said to handle it through the handbook policy. 

Time:  10:00 PM

Respectfully submitted,



Barbara Freijomil
Municipal Clerk



