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Township of Franklin
Township Committee Closed Session Meeting Minutes
February 25, 2020

Call to Order:
Time: 7:55 PM	
Mr. Doyle: Present					Mrs. Petsch-Wilson: Present
Mrs. Flaim: Present					Mr. Deegan: Absent
Mr. Bruno: Present						

COAH: Ms. Vassallo reported that the Township is now half way through the third session. Prior round obligations are around 100. Credit without controls will not be as many as anticipated. The value of homes will have to be assessed. She said that the Township uses the County for Assessing. She would like the Township to come up with comps and fears if the County Assessor does it. The Court Master fears the confidentiality of the comps. Ms. Vassallo said she thinks Nancy Brent should do it since she is a lawyer.  Judge Becker said time if of the essence. Judge Becker extended the deadline to June 2020. The initial number for affordable housing was 1000 units. Mr. Armano asked what the Court Master thought about the number of units. The Judge wants Ms. Vassallo to check with the utility authorities about water and sewer. Ms. Vassallo said Pinelands will help reduce the number of available properties. She inquired if the Township would enact a Housing Authority and if the vacant properties could be used to offset the amount of units.  Ms. Vassallo left at 8:10 PM. Mayor Bruno asked if the Committee would like to ask the County to Assess the houses and they agreed.

Personnel: Mayor Bruno said that Buena asked about a shared service for the CFO position. The Committee is willing to hear what the offer is.

Negotiations: The senior club is running a bingo and a member is spending $400 per month for prizes. Ms. Flaim said the high school has clubs that can donate. The member is using her credit card and Mr. Salvatore said that is not allowed. The Senior Club also had a Valentine’s day event and was $550. 

Personnel: Ms. Flaim said an officer is retiring on March 1, 2020. Ms. Flaim said he has 480 hours. She understands it is contractual and it is not precedent setting. The 480 hours would be paid over 3 months.  Ms. Flaim recited all the amounts that would be paid over the 3 months. Ms. Flaim said all this would be laid out in the resolution. Mayor Bruno asked what the labor attorney would say. Mayor Bruno said a labor attorney would tell the Township to stick to the contract.  Mr. Armano said that whoever planned the retirement should be the one to point the finger at. The contract clearly states no lump sum. Mr. Salvatore said that there is no money left in the 2019 budget. The hiring may need to be delayed. 

Personnel: Mr. Doyle said the zoning office is not functioning properly. The job descriptions need to be changed to make them consistent. The DPW is the same situation. 



Time: 9:15 PM
Respectfully submitted,  


                                         
Barbara Freijomil
Municipal Clerk



