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Township of Franklin
Township Committee Meeting Minutes
January 26, 2021

Call to Order:
Time: 7:30 PM	
							
Mr. Doyle: Present				Mrs. Flaim: Present
Mr. Deegan: Present				Mayor Bruno: Present
Mrs. Petsch-Wilson: Present 

Open Public Meetings Act Statement:
Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting was forwarded to the official Township newspapers, posted on the bulletin board and Township Website on January 8, 2021. This meeting is being videotaped and will be on Channel 9. 
  
First Public Portion:
Motion to Open: Deegan		Second: Petsch-Wilson

Mr. Harry Kennedy, 1578 Fries Mill Road, asked about O-2-21. The tax abatements were incorrectly adopted as a Resolution by the 2016 Township Committee.  Mr. Lyons said that they were voted on by resolution and our ordinance requires an ordinance be adopted. The prior approval is still in effect. Mr. Kennedy said that all abatements must be done before permits are issued.  

Rene Pistilli Leopardi, E. Grant Avenue, said that the resolution was done on December 28, 2020.  Ms. Leopardi said Ms. Vassallo and Ms. Brent were on the tax abatement committee and approved it. 

Ms. Leah Vassallo spoke about tax abatement and Mr. Doyle paying taxes after an OPRA was filed. Mr. Lyons said that it is an affirmative action is required by the Township. Mr. Hegarty never sent a tax bill to Mr. Doyle. Ms. Vassallo said that she doesn’t remember the third abatement coming before the Committee.

Mr. Jason Brandt, 688 Rosemont Avenue, asked about the third business on tax abatement. It is a tattoo parlor. Mr. Brandt asked about recouping taxes. Mr. Lyons said he is not going to speculate on whether or not there will be taxes to recoup.

Motion to Close: Deegan		Second: Petsch-Wilson
All in Favor: Unanimous

[bookmark: _Hlk51695778][bookmark: _Hlk56146344]Motion to Approve Correspondence and Reports
Motion: Deegan			Second: Petsch-Wilson
All in Favor: Unanimous

[bookmark: _Hlk33552501]Motion to Approve Minutes January 12, 2021
Motion: Deegan			Second: Petsch-Wilson
Roll Call:
All In Favor: Unanimous

Motion to Approve Licenses: Food Handling
Motion: Deegan			Second: Petsch-Wilson
Roll Call:
All in Favor: Unanimous

Motion to Approve Raffle License: Oasis Animal Sanctuary
Motion: Deegan			Second: Petsch-Wilson
Roll Call:
All In Favor: Unanimous

[bookmark: _Hlk62631858][bookmark: _Hlk6919572]Motion R-28-21 Authorizing the Township of Franklin to Place a Lien Against Certain Properties for the Cost of Property Maintenance Performed by Township Employees Pursuant to Franklin Township Ordnance 295-3 and 295-4
[bookmark: _Hlk62046506]Motion: Deegan			Second: Petsch-Wilson
Roll Call:
Mr. Doyle: Yes			Mrs. Flaim: Yes
Mr. Deegan: Yes			Mayor Bruno: Yes
Mrs. Petsch-Wilson: Yes

Motion R-29-21 Authorizing a Closed Executive Meeting for the Township Committee of the Township of Franklin 
Motion: Deegan			Second: Petsch-Wilson
Roll Call:
Mr. Doyle: Yes			Mrs. Flaim: Yes
Mr. Deegan: Yes			Mayor Bruno: Yes
Mrs. Petsch-Wilson: Yes

Motion to Introduce O-1-21 Stormwater Control
Motion: Deegan			Second: Petsch-Wilson
Roll Call:
Mr. Doyle: Yes			Mrs. Flaim: Yes
Mr. Deegan: Yes			Mayor Bruno: Yes
Mrs. Petsch-Wilson: Yes

Motion to Introduce O-2-21 Ratifying Approvals for the Tax Exemption and Abatement Applications Pursuant to NJSA 40A:21-1 et. Seq. 
Motion: Deegan			Second: Petsch-Wilson
Roll Call:
Mr. Doyle: Recuse and Remvoed from Dias		Mrs. Flaim: Yes
Mr. Deegan: Yes					Mayor Bruno: Yes
Mrs. Petsch-Wilson: Yes

Motion to Open Second Public Portion: Petsch-Wilson            Second: Deegan
All in favor: Unanimous

Cindy Parker, 124 Roosevelt, spoke about the Youtube video and complaints about the calendar and who was represented on it. She felt that the focus should be on finances, standards, and improvements. She said that the Committee is trying to unite the community. She asks that the people who are complaining come with solutions instead of complaints. She suggested programs that enhance the police department accreditations. 

Nancy Brent, 711 St. George, said she agrees that the police need to be supported. 

Harry Kennedy, 1578 Fries Mill Road, spoke about the calendar and the video. He felt that the video conveniently malfunctioned. Mr. Kennedy asked who was providing Zoning services. Mayor Bruno said that Lt. DeCesari is the part time zoning officer but the Committee is looking for a replacement to take the load off of Lt. DeCesari. 

Rene Pistilli Leopardi, spoke about the County Yard charging for leaves being dumped and the cost. Mayor Bruno said that any farmer or resident who wants the leaves can take them. Mayor Bruno also stated that after he looked into it, no Township equipment was used on Mr. Doyle’s property. Ms. Leopardi asked about lunches and requirement for employees to take lunches from 11:30-1 PM

Ms. Leah Vassallo asked about leaves and other farmers wanting them. She thought the website should promote it. She also thought that the tax abatement information should be advertised.  

Mr Ralph Travaglione, 802 Marshall Mill, said that he thinks leaf collection should end. Mayor Bruno said that the residents are accustomed to it and he doesn’t want to stop it. 

Motion To Close Second Public Portion: Petsch-Wilson     	Second: Deegan

Mrs. Mary Petsch-Wilson thanked the people who volunteered to clean up the park and make the Township more beautiful. 
Mr. Tim Doyle also thanked the Unity Committee for cleaning up Malaga Lake Park. 
Mayor Bruno apologized to Ms. Vassallo in the way their conversation was perceived from last meeting. Mayor Bruno addressed Harry Kennedy’s comments about the video being turned off during the meeting. Mayor Bruno said that there have been problems with the audio/videotaping for some time now and at this time the Township does not have the money to repair the situation but a video camera is being used by the Communication Commissions to remedy the situation for now. 

Motion to Adjourn to Closed Session:
Motion: Deegan			Second: Petsch-Wilson
All in Favor: Unanimous

Motion to Close Closed Session and Reopen Regular Meeting:
Motion: Deegan			Second: Petsch-Wilson
All in Favor: Unanimous

Motion R-30-21 Amending R-18-21 Appointing Township Boards, Commissions and Task Forces
Motion: Petsch-Wilson			Second: Deegan
Roll Call:
Mr. Doyle: Yes			Mrs. Flaim: Yes
Mr. Deegan: Yes			Mayor Bruno: Yes
Mrs. Petsch-Wilson: Yes

Motion to Adjourn: 
Motion	: Deegan			Second: Petsch-Wilson
Time: 8:45 PM


Respectfully submitted,   



Barbara Freijomil, Municipal Clerk



