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Township of Franklin
Township Committee Meeting Minutes
September 29, 2020

Call to Order:
Time: 5:00 PM	
[bookmark: _Hlk534739910]							Mrs. Petsch-Wilson: Present
Mrs. Flaim: Present via Phone			Mayor Bruno: Present
Mr. Deegan: Present							
Mr. Doyle: Present

Open Public Meetings Act Statement:
Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting was forwarded to the official Township newspapers, posted on the bulletin board and Township Website on January 2, 2020. This meeting is being videotaped and will be on Channel 9. 

[bookmark: _Hlk52280371]First Public Portion:
Motion to Open: Deegan		Second: Petsch-Wilson

Bill Morris, 585 Oak Avenue, asked about R-148. Mr. Frenia said that the State asked for some changes and the public hearing is on the introduced budget only.  
Motion to Close: Deegan		Second: Petsch-Wilson
All in Favor: Unanimous

[bookmark: _Hlk6919572]Motion R-146-20 Authorizing the Budget to Be Read by Title
[bookmark: _Hlk52444655]Motion: Deegan			Second: Petsch-Wilson
Roll Call:
Mr. Deegan: Yes			Mrs. Flaim: Yes
Mrs. Petsch-Wilson: Yes		Mayor Bruno: Yes
Mr. Doyle: Yes

Motion R-147-20 Granting Renewal of Liquor Licenses within the Township of Franklin for 2020-2021
[bookmark: _Hlk52444672]Motion: Deegan			Second: Petsch-Wilson
Roll Call:
Mr. Deegan: Yes			Mrs. Flaim: Yes
Mrs. Petsch-Wilson: Yes		Mayor Bruno: Yes
Mr. Doyle: Yes

Public Hearing on Budget that was Introduced on August 31, 2020
Motion to Open: Deegan		Second: Petsch-Wilson

Motion to Close: Deegan		Second: Petsch-Wilson
All in Favor: Unanimous

Motion: Deegan			Second: Petsch-Wilson

Rene Leopardi, E. Grant Avenue, asked about the Senior Program line item. Mr. Salvatore said it is Miscellaneous Revenue and it will be recognized as surplus in the following year. Mr. Deegan said it is under 15C and the budget is $70,000. Ms. Leopardi said she wants to know how much was collected and spent. Mayor Bruno said that the senior lunch is not closed and they are getting lunch. Mr. Doyle said that they don’t want to have seniors in a room getting sick. Ms. Leopardi asked about the Law Department line item. Mr. Salvatore said that it covers the Solicitor, and other professionals. Mr. Frenia said that it has been reduced this year. Ms. Leopardi asked about the Community Development Director position and why is it warranted. Zoning and Ms. Rafuse are paid out of that line item. She asked why taxes aren’t being raised. Mayor Bruno said there is a 2 cent increase that will be in the amended budget. Ms. Leopardi asked about the Capital Budget. Mr. Frenia explained how the capital budget process works. Ms. Leopardi asked about other expenses in the Police Department. Mr. Deegan said it is for miscellaneous expenses within the department. Ms. Leopardi asked when the last bond was taken out in 2018. 
Motion to Close Public Hearing

Motion R-148-20 Authorizing Amending the 2020 Introduced Franklin Township Budget
Motion: Deegan			Second: Petsch-Wilson
Roll Call:
Mr. Deegan: Yes			Mrs. Flaim: Yes
Mrs. Petsch-Wilson: Yes		Mayor Bruno: Yes
Mr. Doyle: Yes

Motion to Open Second Public Portion: Deegan	            Second: Petsch-Wilson
Bill Morris, Oak Avenue, asked about the vote on the budget. Mr. Frenia said it was advertised based on the introduced budget and that the hearing had to be held. 

Barbara Halpern, Harding Hwy, thanked Mr. Doyle for having Public Works get the barricades at Piney Hollow Preserve. She also said she was glad that Lt. DeCesari was handling zoning. She said she talked to the Engineer today and that changes are going to be made on the preserve. The Environmental Committee is going to meet virtually for the next year. She suggested that Malaga Lake Park trees be cut back a little. 

Motion To Close Second Public Portion: Deegan	        	Second: Petsch-Wilson
Mr. Deegan said there will be a shredding event on Oct. 10  from 9-12.

Motion to Adjourn: 
Motion	: Deegan			Second: Petsch-Wilson
Time5:30 PM

Respectfully submitted,   



Barbara Freijomil, Municipal Clerk



