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Township of Franklin
Township Committee Meeting Minutes
October 8, 2019

Call to Order:
Time: 7:30 PM	
[bookmark: _Hlk534739910]Ms. Vassallo: Present					Mrs. Petsch-Wilson: Present
Mrs. Flaim: Present					Mayor Deegan: Present
Mr. Bruno: Present							

Salute to the Flag:
The Mayor led the Salute to the Flag. 

Open Public Meetings Act Statement:
Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting was forwarded to the official Township newspapers, posted on the bulletin board and Township Website on January 3, 2019. This meeting is being videotaped and will be on Channel 9.
Motion for Closed Session: Petsch-Wilson		Second: Flaim
All in Favor: Unanimous

R-137-19 Authorizing Closed Session for the Township Committee of the Township of Franklin for Litigation
Motion Petsch-Wilson		Second: Flaim

Motion to Adjourn to Closed Session at 7:30 PM
Motion: Petsch-Wilson		Second: Flaim
All in Favor: Unanimous

Motion to Close Closed Session and Reopen Regular Meeting at 7:45
Motion: Petsch-Wilson		Second: Flaim
All in Favor: Unanimous

Finance:  No Questions on the bill list.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Engineer’s Report: Mr. D’Armiento reported that the Piney Hollow was resubmitted based on comments from NJDEP and the Wilshire Woods Project was submitted for final payment. The Dutch Mill Road Phase IV plans are on the agenda tonight. The funding for 2020 fiscal year should be concluded by the middle of November from the State. 

Community Center:  Mr. Yusko said the residents are happy the recycling center is open. People are also happy to be able to rent the Community Center.

Public Works:  Mr. Snodgrass said all things at DPW is working well. Mr. Snodgrass said the leaf pick up will start in November. Bulk pickup will continue through November.

Police Department: Chief Zimmer said they participated in the Vietnam Veterans moving tribute in Newfield. The K-9’s were at Newfield Day. The fourth canine will be out of the academy soon. Ms. Vassallo asked for a map to see where the intersections are that have the most accidents. Chief Zimmer said he will map it out. 

Administrator:  Mrs. Brent said the senior BBQ was last week and attended by the Committee. She thanked the DPW for their quick responses. She stated that Patrick Hegarty was doing a great job. She said today there was a settlement conference for the Newfield Police litigation.

First Public Portion:
Motion to Open: Petsch-Wilson	Second: Flaim

No one came forward.

Motion To Close: Petsch-Wilson    	Second: Flaim
All in Favor: Unanimous

Motion to Approve Correspondence and Reports
Motion: Petsch-Wilson		Second: Flaim
All in Favor: Unanimous

[bookmark: _Hlk20246088]Motion to Approve Bill List- 
Motion: Petsch-Wilson		Second: Flaim
Roll Call:	
Ms. Vassallo:-Yes			Mrs. Petsch-Wilson: Yes but Recuse Franklin Alarm
Mrs. Flaim: Yes			Mayor Deegan: Yes but Recuse for Reimbursement
Mr. Bruno: Yes

Motion to Approve Minutes September 24, 2019
Motion: Petsch-Wilson		Second: Flaim
Vassallo abstain			Mrs. Petsch-Wilson: Yes
Mrs. Flaim: Yes			Mayor Deegan: Yes
Mr. Bruno: Yes

Motion to Approve Raffle: Parents Society of OLMA
Motion: Petsch-Wilson		Second: Flaim
All in Favor:  Unanimous

Motion R-131-19 Adopting Technology Risk Management Standards in Compliance with the New Jersey Municipal Excess Liability Joint Insurance Fund’s Cyber Risk Management Plan’s Tier One Requirements
Motion	: Petsch-Wilson		Second: Flaim
Roll Call:
Ms. Vassallo: Yes			Mrs. Petsch-Wilson: Yes
Mrs. Flaim: Yes			Mayor Deegan: Yes
Mr. Bruno: Yes

[bookmark: _Hlk6919572]Motion R-132-19 Adopting Technology Risk Management Standards in Compliance with the New Jersey Municipal Excess Liability Joint Insurance Fund’s Cyber Risk Management Plan’s Tier Two Requirements
Motion	: Petsch-Wilson		Second: Flaim
Roll Call:
Ms. Vassallo: Yes			Mrs. Petsch-Wilson: Yes
Mrs. Flaim: Yes			Mayor Deegan: Yes
Mr. Bruno: Yes

Motion R-133-19 Engineering For Dutch Mill Road Resurfacing-Phase IV in an Amount Not to Exceed $22,500
Motion	: Petsch-Wilson		Second: Flaim
Roll Call:
Ms. Vassallo: Yes			Mrs. Petsch-Wilson: Yes
Mrs. Flaim: Yes			Mayor Deegan: Yes
Mr. Bruno: Yes

Motion R-134-19 Appointing Terri Rosa-Rhoads to a Position on the Franklin Township Library Board of Trustees
Motion	: Petsch-Wilson		Second: Flaim
Roll Call:
Ms. Vassallo: Yes			Mrs. Petsch-Wilson: Yes
Mrs. Flaim: Yes			Mayor Deegan: Yes
Mr. Bruno: Yes

Motion R-135-19 Granting Junk Yard License Within The Township of Franklin
Motion	: Petsch-Wilson		Second: Flaim
Roll Call:
Ms. Vassallo: Yes			Mrs. Petsch-Wilson: Yes
Mrs. Flaim: Yes			Mayor Deegan: Yes
Mr. Bruno: Yes

Motion R-136-19 Authorizing the Township Committee of the Township of Franklin to Enter an Agreement with South Jersey Land and Water Trust for Farmland and Open Space Preservation
Motion	: Petsch-Wilson		Second: Flaim
Roll Call:
Ms. Vassallo: Yes			Mrs. Petsch-Wilson: Yes
Mrs. Flaim: Yes			Mayor Deegan: Yes
Mr. Bruno: Yes

Motion R-138 Authorizing a Settlement in the Seibert litigation with a $50,000 contribution from the Township of Franklin
Motion	: Petsch-Wilson		Second: Flaim
Roll Call:
Ms. Vassallo: Yes			Mrs. Petsch-Wilson: Yes
Mrs. Flaim: Yes			Mayor Deegan: Yes
Mr. Bruno: Yes

Public Portion:
Motion to Open: Petsch-Wilson	            Second: Flaim

Mrs. Lena Jester, 248 Nicholas, said Mayor Deegan wanted to stop the County program stopped which is served without any cost to the residents. She said this is a costly mistake. She supports school resource officers.

Mr. Dick Brooks, 2339 Harding Hwy, said the lunch program is outstanding and there were 35 people in attendance compared to when the county ran the program. There is a posting saying no postings without Community Center Director authorization. He distributes the Sentinel and the Clayton Free Press at the lunch program. Mayor Deegan said the Committee was not aware of this and Mr. Brooks can distribute the papers at any time. 

Mr. Rick Yusko said he will follow the rules and he said these notices were up at other times.

Mr. Joe Petsch, 2380 Stanton Avenue, said he used the Community Center for a rental and it saved his company substantial savings. 

Mr. Fred Plaskett, 530 Little Mill Road, said he was watching the meeting on TV. He said the police budget went up and there is a line item for Buena and Newfield. He asked why there is three separate line items. Ms. Vassallo said there is an issue which is how it is “in the cap” or out of the cap. The monies come in to the Township and can’t go straight into the police budget. Mr. Plaskett said the accident he was involved in was due to inattention of the other driver and wishes people would be more attentive.

Mrs. Lena Jester asked what the revenue of the senior lunches are compared to what it used to be. Mrs. Brent discussed the prices of the senior lunch. Ms. Vassallo said $60,000 is budgeted for the Senior lunch. Mayor Deegan said he supports the senior lunches even though it has an additional cost. Mayor Deegan said he attends the Senior Commission. Mayor Deegan said rentals aren’t the intent to offset the Senior Lunch cost.

Mr. Bill Morris, 585 Oak Avenue, said there was a discussion about the six sites that the County provides senior lunches at the Senior Advisory Commission. He said the seniors like the quality of the food. 

Mrs. Renee Leopardi, 2787 E. Grant Avenue, said the lunch is based on what the students eat at the schools. Ms. Vassallo said Nutraserve uses a nutritionist to provide a very health lunch. Mrs. Brent said the schools have the nutrition content and she can request it. 

Mr. Harry Kennedy, 1578 Fries Mill Road, said he met with a bereaved family. He gave them some memorabilia. He said Belinda Dora Walter has done a great job raising money for dogs and Chief Zimmer said bringing the dogs into the schools is very productive. 

Motion To Close: Petsch-Wilson	        	Second: Flaim
Committee Reports:
Mrs. Flaim said that state mandates are in place in the schools to teach about distracted driving. She said there will be a shredding event on October 12, 2019. 

Mr. Bruno welcomed Patrick Hegarty, Tax Collector, to the Township. 

Ms. Vassallo thanked the legal team for their work on the Seibert litigation. She said it was a favorable outcome. 

Mrs. Petsch-Wilson said she had a great time at the senior lunch. She said the Friends of Library are having a book and craft sale. 

Mayor Deegan thanked Mr. Riso and Mr. Madden for their work on the litigation. The tax bills are being printed, mailed and are due on Nov. 15. The rate is lower than what was printed on the estimated bills. $92,000 was received for the property on Trimmell Avenue. The Dutch Mill Road paving will begin.  

Motion to Adjourn: 
Motion	: Petsch-Wilson		Second: Flaim
Time: 8:30 PM

Respectfully submitted,   


Barbara Freijomil, Municipal Clerk



