Rahway Environmental
Commission
MINUTES
Thursday, October 8, 2020
7:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 7:22 p.m.	
__________________________________________
ROLL CALL
On a call of the roll, the following Commissioners and Officials were present:

	Mr. Jeffrey Robinson, Chairman
	Mr. Joseph Paszek, Commissioner
	Mr. Alexander Parker, Commissioner
	Ms. Margaret Najjar, Commissioner 
	Ms. Clea Carchia, Commissioner 
	Ms. Denise Rolong, Commissioner
	Mr. James Keane, Commissioner
	Mr. Eric Hausker, Alternate Commissioner
	Ms. Gina Holmes, Clerk
						      
Absent: Councilwoman Joanna Miles  
	 Ms. Michelle Gil, Alternate Commissioner		
__________________________________________
FLAG SALUTE
__________________________________________
MINUTES
Approval of minutes of the Regular Meeting on Thursday, February 13, 2020
							Motion: Commissioner Rolong
							Seconded: Commissioner Hausker

Approval of minutes of the Regular Meeting on Thursday, September 10, 2020
							Motion:  Commissioner Rolong
							Seconded:  Commissioner Paszek			
_________________________________________
SPEAKER

None 
________________________________________

HEARING OF CITIZENS

None
_________________________________________
COMMUNICATIONS

None 
__________________________________________
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

UC Air Traffic Noise Advisory Board - (Chairman Robinson is the EC rep to this Board)
No Meeting 

Bayway CAP – (Commissioner Paszek is the EC rep to this Board)  
Meeting 9/15/20 – companies are slow inside refinery.  Companies inside refinery are in need of Chemical Technicians and are reaching out to High School students to consider this field.

Chairman Robinson will be emailing Mayor Giacobbe to remind him to reappoint Chairman Robinson, Commissioner Paszek and Commissioner Parker.

The Commission still needs to get a tablecloth for functions.  Gina will email Commisioner Carchia to get the artwork and will reach out to PJ Monogram to get a quote.

Plastic Reduction Act passed and waiting on Governor to sign.  Once it is signed it will take 18 months to completely ban plastic bags.  The State of New Jersey had 120 towns that already passed their own bans and that may be one main reason the bill got pushed through.  
_______________________________________
NEW BUSINESS

Chairman Robinson thanked Mr. Alex Shipley and the Merchants and Drovers Tavern for letting us use the tavern for our meeting and for the tour that we received.  The organization has 500 plus members and urged everyone to think about joining.

The Environmental Commission email is no longer working because the City of Rahway does not allow outside emails on their server. 

AR-121-20 – Resolution Authorizing the City of Rahway’s Application for The New Jersey Historic Trust 2020 historic Preservation Fund.  This would give the City $15,000 to maintain the City’s historic sites.  

Discussion held about the restoration of Veteran’s Park after August’s storm did major damage.

The Garden Club maintains the grounds at the Merchant’s and Drivers Tavern.

Money which was diverted out of NJ Clean Communities funds to help with education has been restored.
https://www.njclean.org/

Union County Hub meeting being held during this meeting at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.  On the Agenda was New Stormwater rules.

The town of Westfield is exploring ways to combat leaf blowing issues.

On September 14, 2020, ANJEC, Watershed Institute and the Sierra Club held a webinar “Stop Flooding & Pollution Today”.

In October, 2020, ANJEC and the Watershed Institute held a webinar on the new Stormwater rules that each town needs to pass an Ordinance on.  Chairman Robinson will pass this information on to the City Engineer.  

Commissioner Keane published an article in “Our Town” named CATS – felis-catus

 https://rennamedia.com/rahway-garden-club-article-cats-felis-catus/

Discussion on “Giant Hogweed” article and the problem in NY State and Maine

www.nytimes.com/2020/10/03/opinion/sunday/russia-hogweed.html

Rahway River Watershed:

The 1st Annual Canoe Race was a success!  Lots of people and lots of safety personnel in attendance.

Ernest Oros Wildlife Preserve in Woodbridge will be holding a walk this Saturday

http://njwcc.com/

10/10/20 The Audobon Society and the Rahway River Watershed will be hosting a birdwalk at the Hawk Rise Sanctuary.

https://njaudubon.org/centers/hawk-rise-sanctuary/

10/17/20 There will be a Pines Barrens Tour – cost is $15.00 pp – contact Commissioner Carchia if interested.

11/9/20 from 2-3:30 p.m. the Rahway River Watershed will be hosting a roundtable discussion “Representation Matters: Black and Brown Voices in New Jersey's Environmental Community
Addressing the Organizational Culture and Under-Representation of People of Color in New Jersey Environmental Non-Profit and Government Agencies”
More info can be found on their website www.rahwayriver.org
Plans are underway to restore the strip next to the Watershed House and they need volunteers (beware there is poison ivy).
______________________________________
SITE PLAN REVIEW/PLANNING & ZONING BOARD ITEMS

Regina Ave. – A private Ambulance Company is opening an office and applied for remediation for the parking lot.  The company withdrew the parking lot part of this application.  

Witherspoon St. – Chairman Robinson submitted our recommendations for the applicant wanting to turn the backyard into a parking lot.  Applicant will be returning on 10/29/20 with changes to his application.  It was noted that there is plenty of street parking at this address.
__________________________________________
PAYMENT OF BILLS

None
__________________________________________
ADJOURN
The next Regular meeting of the Environmental Commission will be held Thursday, November  12, 2020 at 7 PM at the Merchant & Drivers Tavern, 1632 St. Georges Ave., Rahway, NJ 07065.  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

						Motion: Commissioner Rolong
						Seconded: Commissioner Parker
						Unanimously approved

At:  8:34 p.m.
