Rahway Environmental
Commission
MINUTES
Thursday, November 12, 2020
7:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.	
__________________________________________
ROLL CALL
On a call of the roll, the following Commissioners and Officials were present:

	Mr. Jeffrey Robinson, Chairman
	Mr. Joseph Paszek, Commissioner
	Mr. Alexander Parker, Commissioner
	Ms. Margaret Najjar, Commissioner 
	Ms. Clea Carchia, Commissioner 
	Ms. Denise Rolong, Commissioner
	Mr. James Keane, Commissioner
	Mr. Eric Hausker, Alternate Commissioner
	Ms. Michille Gil, Alternate Commissioner
						      
Absent: Councilwoman Joanna Miles  
	  Ms. Gina Holmes, Clerk		
__________________________________________
FLAG SALUTE
__________________________________________
MINUTES
Approval of minutes of the Regular Meeting on Thursday, October 8, 2020
				Motion: Commissioner Keane
				Seconded: Commissioner Paszek
		_______________________________________
SPEAKER

None 
________________________________________

HEARING OF CITIZENS

None
_________________________________________
COMMUNICATIONS

Trex Recyling Program – Trex will donate a high-performance bench to community if a town can collect 500 pounds of plastic refuse in a six month span.  After the pandemic this might be a great community event. 

Letter sent to Mayor in reference to reappointments of board members.

Cartoon on leaf blower noise.
__________________________________________
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

UC Air Traffic Noise Advisory Board - (Chairman Robinson is the EC rep to this Board)
No Meeting 

Bayway CAP – (Commissioner Paszek is the EC rep to this Board)  
Dinner was cancelled.  

Final budget has not been approved for 2021.  The Environmental Commission usually gets $1,000.00 per year which covers ANJEC membership but would also like to join the Shade Tree Federation this year.  We need to follow up on the suggestion of purchasing baseball caps.

The Plastic Pollution Reduction Bill was passed.  This is one of the strictest bills in the United States and starting 11/4/20 the 18 month countdown starts to mandatory participation.    

_______________________________________
NEW BUSINESS

The Sustainable Jersey Union County Hub zoom meeting was held in October, 2020 (same day as our meeting).  They discussed the noise/pollution issue of leaf blowing during this meeting.  The town of Maplewood has a new ordinance addressing this issue.  

Sustainable Jersey Recertification is due 11/22/20.  Chairman Robinson will be asking how the City of Rahway’s recertification process is going.

This year we will be invaded by the cicadas again, it happens every 17 years.  They are harmless but very annoying and destructive for small young trees.  

Looking forward to new management in the EPA come January, 2021.
______________________________________
SITE PLAN REVIEW/PLANNING & ZONING BOARD ITEMS

Merck wants expand guest parking lot at their plant.

Applicant was approved by Planning Board in October to expand space in warehouse located along train tracks between Walters St. and W. Lake Ave and also redo the adjoining parking lot.  The EC had recommended that the applicant plant trees and shrubbery in the parking lot to shield the adjoining houses and the applicant agreed to this.

A developer wants to put in town houses in area off of Barnett St. near Wall St. which would involve putting in a new street called Pine St. in what is now a wooded lot.  Dozens of trees would need to be taken down and of more concern, much of the proposed development would be located in and around various types of flood plains.  Due to the potential of flooding from building in a flood plain the applicant will need to obtain a waiver from the DEP.  After discussion, the EC voted unanimously to oppose this application.

The Temple on Witherspoon Street that wants to pave the entire backyard for parking has had their application moved to the Planning Board. 

__________________________________________
PAYMENT OF BILLS

None
__________________________________________
ADJOURN
The next Regular meeting of the Environmental Commission will be held Thursday, December 3, 2020 at 7 PM at the Merchants & Drovers Tavern, 1632 St. Georges Ave., Rahway, NJ.  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

			Motion: Commissioner Rolong
			Seconded: Commissioner Gil
			Unanimously approved

At:  8:30 p.m.
