Rahway Environmental
Commission
MINUTES
Thursday, May 13, 2021
7:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m.	
__________________________________________
ROLL CALL
On a call of the roll, the following Commissioners and Officials were present:

	Mr. Jeffrey Robinson, Chairman
	Ms. Clea Carchia, Commissioner
	Mr. Joseph Paszek, Commissioner
Ms. Denise Rolong, Commissioner
	Mr. James Keane, Commissioner
	Mr. Eric Hausker, Alternate Commissioner
	Ms. Gina Holmes, Clerk
						      
Absent: Councilwoman Joanna Miles  
	Ms. Margaret Najjar, Commissioner
	Mr. Alexander Parker, Commissioner	
	Ms. Michelle Gil, Alternate Commissioner	
			
__________________________________________
FLAG SALUTE
__________________________________________
MINUTES
Approval of minutes of the Regular Meeting on Thursday, April 8, 2021
				Motion: Commissioner Rolong
				Seconded: Commissioner Hausker
	    _______________________________________
SPEAKER

None 
________________________________________

HEARING OF CITIZENS

None
_________________________________________
COMMUNICATIONS

Letter to Ron Zuber, Director of Parks and Recreation, County of Union regarding 537 Bramhall Road, Rahway was approved and mailed.
Letter to Al Mirabella, Union County Commissioners Chairman regarding Michael S. Bazega Wetland Observation area was approved and mailed.   In the Sunday paper, the house in question at this property was sold (1819 Allen St., Rahway, NJ) for $200,000.
__________________________________________
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

UC Air Traffic Noise Advisory Board - (Chairman Robinson is the EC rep to this Board)
No Meeting – not much air traffic due to COVID

Bayway CAP – (Commissioner Paszek is the EC rep to this Board)  
A virtual meeting was held on 5/11/21.  Eleven scholarships were awarded including 1 to a Rahway student.  A discussion about the Colonial Pipeline and the gas shortage in the southern states was held.  

Environmental Commission Baseball Caps were distributed.  There are approximately 12-13 hats left.  

At the May 10, 2021 Council meeting an Ordinance was passed (#0-17-21, see attached) Amending Chapter 362: Stormwater Control for Nonresidential Major Development of the Code of the City of Rahway.

Commissioner Hausker stated that the house on River Road that had lots of debris on their front lawn has been cleaned up.  He also wants to follow up with saving the bags for Trex bench program.

______________________________________
NEW BUSINESS

Commissioner Keane gave a presentation on the life span of the Cicada.

Rutgers will be having their spring plant sale at Cook College Thursday – Sunday, tickets can be purchased online.  

Going forward, the Agenda and Minutes will be emailed to each member prior to the meeting for review.

The Earth Day clean up was very successful with lots of participants.

Commissioner Hausker asked who to contact because the lights at the Stadium in Rahway River Park are on late.  He was instructed to call Union County Parks and Recreation.

Chairman Robinson thanked the Merchant & Drover’s tavern for the use of their facility for our meetings.

______________________________________
SITE PLAN REVIEW/PLANNING & ZONING BOARD ITEMS

The Pine St. Development project by Barnett St. (now a 15 townhouse project - instead of 10 townhouses) has been approved by the Zoning Board but still needs DEP approval.  

Planning Board approved small addition in parking lot across from Luciano’s. 

The City Council is applying for a grant to put in Trails behind Hamilton Stage.   

_________________________________________
PAYMENT OF BILLS

Payment to PJ Monogram for Baseball Caps
__________________________________________
ADJOURN
The next Regular meeting of the Environmental Commission will be held Thursday, June 10, 2021 at 7 PM at Merchant & Drovers Tavern, 1632 St. Georges Ave. Rahway, NJ.  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

			Motion: Commissioner Rolong
			Seconded: Commissioner Paszek
			Unanimously approved

At:  8:33 p.m.
