Rahway Environmental
Commission
MINUTES
Thursday, March 11, 2021
(via Zoom) 7:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.	
__________________________________________
ROLL CALL
On a call of the roll, the following Commissioners and Officials were present:

	Mr. Jeffrey Robinson, Chairman
	Mr. Joseph Paszek, Commissioner
	Ms. Margaret Najjar, Commissioner 
	Ms. Clea Carchia, Commissioner 
	Ms. Denise Rolong, Commissioner
	Mr. James Keane, Commissioner
	Mr. Eric Hausker, Alternate Commissioner
	Ms. Michelle Gil, Alternate Commissioner
	Ms. Gina Holmes, Clerk
						      
Absent: Councilwoman Joanna Miles  
	  Mr. Alexander Parker, Commissioner		
__________________________________________
FLAG SALUTE
__________________________________________
MINUTES
Approval of minutes of the Regular Meeting on Thursday, October 8, 2020
				Motion: Commissioner Paszek
				Seconded: Commissioner Rolong
		_______________________________________
SPEAKER

None 
________________________________________

HEARING OF CITIZENS

None
_________________________________________
COMMUNICATIONS

Notice of meeting being held via Zoom was left on the front door of 337 E. Milton Ave.
__________________________________________
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

UC Air Traffic Noise Advisory Board - (Chairman Robinson is the EC rep to this Board)
No Meeting – not much air traffic due to COVID

Bayway CAP – (Commissioner Paszek is the EC rep to this Board)  
2/9/21 virtual meeting held. Virtual dinner to be held to celebrate scholarships to be held soon.
Applications were sent to all schools for scholarships which are due back 4/13/21.

All Commissioners have been re-appointed.  We are missing a few letters and have requested copies of the ones we are missing. 
 
Jeff Jotz is returning as the City Clerk as of 4/5/21.

EC will continue to get $1,000 budget.  Discussion on purchasing baseball caps and tablecloth. We will contact PJ Monogram to get prices.  Clea to work on logo.

U.C. Hub – meeting held 2/10/21 via Zoom which Jeff attended.  The Chair is Kim Diamond from Springfield and the co-chair is Maria Blou from Berkeley Heights.  Jeff discussed the choose to reuse (plastic bill) and mentioned that Joanne Gemenden was appointed the head of the NJ Clean Communities Council which will be in charge of banning plastic bags in New Jersey.  Joanne will be willing to meet with the U.C. Hub and EC to discuss this campaign.  If Joanne meets with EC we can make in virtual.  Also discussed the lawn/leaf blower ordinance.  Maplewood and Montclair have already put restrictions on the use of gas blowers. Ordinances for charging stations for electric vehicles was a topic along with Adopt a Drain/Catch Basin program where citizens would adopt a drain by residents who in turn would take care of/clean it.  Community Solar is a program where towns who have open spaces hires companies to put solar panels in and then residents can sign up to be part of getting solar energy from the solar panel farm and save money.  The City of Linden is already creating a solar panel farm near the Hawk Rise Sanctuary at the landfill which will affect almost 1000 homes in Linden.  Dave Pringle, an environmental lobbyist gave a presentation legislation to watch.  One is the food waste bill which goes into effect on October 1, 2021.  Also keeping an eye on the Green Amendment introduced in 2017 and it would create a constitutional green amendment which would protect the rights of all people of the state for pure water, clean air and healthy environment which a couple of other states have already and there are 50 sponsors in New Jersey.  Another piece of legislation is the clean energy equity act that would help low-income residents (overburdened residents) with solar storage and energy efficiency. 

Stormwater Rules – the state of New Jersey is requiring every municipality to come up with new stormwater rules that would require all new developments to require green infrastructure like rain gardens, permeable surfaces etc….  to control stormwater and flooding.  This had to have been in place by 3/2/21.  Many cities still have not come up with it including Rahway.  Samples of models have been passed onto the City Engineer for her review. 

Orchard Creek – Jeff spoke with Business Administrator about trying to keep the Orchard Creek clean but it is all on private property and Rahway has no obligation to keep it clean.  Jeff found a press release dated 10/2/06 that Rahway in partnership with RRWA and DEP they did extensive work and cleaning up Orchard Creek, an Engineering company was hired at that time.  

Wolf Farm – this property has been a County Park since 2010.  EC would like to see the County do something with this property.  At next month’s meeting lets collect ideas and send a letter to the County to see what their plans are and give them our suggestions.


_______________________________________
NEW BUSINESS

RRWA – 

Events:

Stream School, 3 day virtual class starting with a test on 4/17/21
Stream Side portion on – 4/11
Great Falls Tour – 5/2 - $10 per person
Pine Barens Tour – 5/16
Hikes – June and July
Phillips 66 donating funds to do restoration project at Watershed House
NJ Sustainable Grant application due on April 6, 2021 
Earth Day Clean Up – 4/24/21
Spanktown/Canoe Race – 8/28/21 (NYNJ Baykeeper donating kayaks)
Clean up on Riverbank – 8/21/21
Weeklong River Festival to tie into the canoe race and riverbank clean up – River Monster Theme 

______________________________________
SITE PLAN REVIEW/PLANNING & ZONING BOARD ITEMS

The Pine St. Development project by Barnett St. (10-15 townhome project) has been postponed until 4/19/21 meeting.


__________________________________________
PAYMENT OF BILLS

None
__________________________________________
ADJOURN
The next Regular meeting of the Environmental Commission will be held Thursday, April 8,  2021 at 7 PM via Zoom.  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

			Motion: Commissioner Keane
			Seconded: Commissioner Hausker
			Unanimously approved

At:  8:56 p.m.
