Rahway Environmental
Commission
MINUTES
Thursday, June 10, 2021
7:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m.	
__________________________________________
ROLL CALL
On a call of the roll, the following Commissioners and Officials were present:

	Mr. Jeffrey Robinson, Chairman
	Ms. Clea Carchia, Commissioner
	Mr. Joseph Paszek, Commissioner
	Mr. James Keane, Commissioner
	Ms. Margaret Najjar, Commissioner
	Mr. Alexander Parker, Commissioner
	Mr. Eric Hausker, Alternate Commissioner
	Ms. Michelle Gil, Alternate Commissioner
	Ms. Gina Holmes, Clerk
						      
Absent: Councilwoman Joanna Miles  
	 Ms. Denise Rolong, Commissioner
	
	
			
__________________________________________
FLAG SALUTE
__________________________________________
MINUTES
Approval of minutes of the Regular Meeting on Thursday, May 13, 2021
				Motion: Commissioner Carchia
				Seconded: Commissioner Hausker
	    _______________________________________
SPEAKER

None 
________________________________________

HEARING OF CITIZENS

None
_________________________________________
COMMUNICATIONS

None
__________________________________________
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

UC Air Traffic Noise Advisory Board - (Chairman Robinson is the EC rep to this Board)
No Meeting – not much air traffic due to COVID

Bayway CAP – (Commissioner Paszek is the EC rep to this Board)  
A virtual awards dinner was held on 6/9/21.  A Rahway Student, Mr. Nwosu was awarded a scholarship.  

Environmental Commission Baseball Caps – A cap will be given to Jeff Jotz for his help/involvement with the Environmental Committee.  

Vacant lot at 446 St. Georges Ave. – There is no environmental damage at this location.  A builder had started to build a small office building and had built the basement and the pipes that are sticking out are to help the gases release from the basement pipes.  The builder is set to start construction on the building to complete it.  

All letters approved at our May meeting have been mailed.

On June 9, 2021 there was a Union County Hub virtual meeting.  Environmental Commissions in the group just gave updates on their Commissions.

The new Stormwater Regulations were passed at the last Council Meeting.  All builders must now use green infrastructure.  These new regulations are much better than the City’s old regulations.

The Rain Garden on Central Avenue is looking great!  Assemblyman Kennedy has gotten funding to invest in the upkeep.  There will be signage created by Wizdom Media to be installed.  Assemblyman Kennedy plans on attending our next meeting in September to discuss the rain garden and catch up with what the Environmental Commission has going on.

_____________________________________
NEW BUSINESS

NJ Clean Communities has a new Executive Director, a Rahway resident – Joanne Gemenden.    She will be in charge of Public Information and an Education Program on the Plastic Bag ban which goes into effect 5/2022.  

Rahway received $50,935.53 from a Clean Communities Grant.  The Public Works Dept. uses these funds to help offset payroll for seasonal workers who pick up litter and clean graffiti in town, buys giveaways to distribute at community events, purchases recycling containers and funds assemblies on recycling in our Elementary Schools.  

ANJEC will be having a webinar on 6/22/21 at noon in reference to the Plastic Bag Reduction Act.  The goal is to give cities the resources to help put this act into effect.  It should be about 1 hour.  

Commissioner Carchia gave an update on how the Rahway Riverfest planning is progressing.  

The Environmental Commission voted and will do a $100 Sponsorship for the Riverfest.  Commissioner Keane Motion and Second by Commissioner Paszek.  All were in favor. 

After a brief discussion it was decided that the Environmental Commission will split the remainder of the year’s meetings between the Merchant and Drovers Tavern and the Rahway River Watershed Association House.  September’s meeting will be held at the Tavern.


______________________________________
SITE PLAN REVIEW/PLANNING & ZONING BOARD ITEMS

The Pine St. Development project by Barnett St. (now a 15 townhouse project - instead of 10 townhouses) – Commissioner Hausker has sent a letter to DEP requesting that they deny this application.  

Merck’s application for a new parking lot has been approved.

Bed, Bath and More appeal was denied.  They requested to have their tractor trailers go down Lake Ave. to their warehouse but due to zoning tractor trailers are not allowed on that street.  

In May, the Planning Board was asked to come up with a redevelopment plan for the houses on Esterbrook Ave. between Central and Elm Ave.  They have recommended a redevelopment plan without condemnation.  
_________________________________________
PAYMENT OF BILLS

Payment to PJ Monogram for Baseball Caps
__________________________________________
ADJOURN
The next Regular meeting of the Environmental Commission will be held Thursday, September 9, 2021 at 7 PM at Merchant & Drovers Tavern, 1632 St. Georges Ave. Rahway, NJ.  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

			Motion: Commissioner Hausker
			Seconded: Commissioner Carchia
			Unanimously approved

At:  8:40 p.m.
