Rahway Environmental
Commission
MINUTES
Thursday, January 9, 2020
7:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 PM.		
__________________________________________
ROLL CALL
On a call of the roll, the following Commissioners and Officials were present:

	Mr. Jeffrey Robinson, Chairman
	Mr. Joseph Paszek, Commissioner
	Mr. Alexander Parker – Commissioner 
	Ms. Clea Carchia, Commissioner 
	Ms. Denise Rolong, Commissioner
	Mr. James Keane, Commissioner
	Ms. Margaret Najjar, Commissioner
	Ms. Michelle Gil, Alternate Commissioner 
	Mr. Eric Hausker, Alternate Commissioner
	Ms. Gina Holmes, Clerk 
						      
Absent: Council Liaison Joanna Miles
 __________________________________________
FLAG SALUTE
__________________________________________
MINUTES
Approval of minutes of the Regular Meeting on Thursday, December 12, 2019
							Motion: Commissioner Rolong
							Seconded: Commissioner Paszek
							Unanimously approved w/correction
__________________________________________
SPEAKER

None

_________________________________________
HEARING OF CITIZENS

Kelly Judge – 306 W. 15th St., Linden NJ 732-77-3160 representing Holistic Cat Rescue – Foster Based Organization

Mark Liu – 16 Benford Dr., Princeton Junction, NJ

The above citizens came to the meeting requesting that we work with them and the City of Rahway Health Department to change the ordinance about feral animals.  We specifically spoke about the problem with the feral cats along the river behind the recreation center.  The citizens have been using the “Trap, Neuter, Rescue” approach and feel that it is working to deplete the amount of feral cats.  They are also supplying “cat houses” and food for the feral cats.  

The Environmental Commission will have to speak with the Health Department about this issue before any changes can be made.
_________________________________________
COMMUNICATIONS

Letter to Mayor about reappointments.

Letter to Mayor about Rahway’s Sustainable NJ Certification
__________________________________________
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

UC Air Traffic Noise Advisory Board - (Chairman Robinson is the EC rep to this Board)
No Meeting

Bayway CAP – (Commissioner Paszek is the EC rep to this Board)  
No meeting
_______________________________________
NEW BUSINESS

Senate approved Plastic Bag Ban bill, now waiting on vote in Assembly.

Bridgeview Development on Bridge Street won their appeal to possibly still build their project.  Chairman Robinson addressed this at the last Redevelopment Meeting explaining how he feels that the City of Rahway is at maximum capacity and we should not build anymore apartments/condominiums.

Discussion on idling restrictions in the City of Rahway and the handout distributed.

Mayor Giacobbe is looking into having 1819 Allen St. demolished through state/county funding.

1/16/20 – the Union County Hub meeting at Cranford Community Center.  Chairman Robinson will look into sponsoring a meeting at the Senior Center.

Rahway River Watershed:

1/15/20 – 1st meeting at RRW building to be held from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.

3/20/20 – NJ Conservation Land Rally being held in Somerset, NJ

The Nature Photography Event Series winners will be announced on 1/15/20 and the traveling exhibit will begin on 2/7/20 starting at RRW building and moving on to Linden, Gallery Space, Fanwood and ending in Springfield on 6/30/20.

Hawk Rise – bird walk in May

Training for the water monitoring program will be held on 5/2 and 5/3/20.

4/4/20 – Native plant workshop held at Trailside in Watchung

9/12/20 – Canoe Race in Rahway

4/22/20 – 50th Anniversary of Earth Day

The RRW sent out a mailing looking for sponsorship and Phillips 66 called and may be interested.  

_______________________________________
SITE PLAN REVIEW/PLANNING & ZONING BOARD ITEMS

None
__________________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]PAYMENT OF BILLS
__________________________________________
ADJOURN
The next Regular meeting of the Environmental Commission will be held Thursday, February  13, 2020 at 7 PM at 337 E. Milton Ave., Rahway, NJ.   There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

						Motion: Commissioner Carchia
						Seconded: Commissioner Hausker
						Unanimously approved

At 9:17 pm
