Rahway Environmental
Commission
MINUTES
Thursday, September 10, 2020
7:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 7:13 p.m.	
__________________________________________
ROLL CALL
On a call of the roll, the following Commissioners and Officials were present:

	Mr. Jeffrey Robinson, Chairman
	Mr. Joseph Paszek, Commissioner
	Mr. Alexander Parker, Commissioner
	Ms. Margaret Najjar, Commissioner - late
	Ms. Clea Carchia, Commissioner 
	Ms. Denise Rolong, Commissioner
	Mr. James Keane, Commissioner
	Ms. Michelle Gil, Alternate Commissioner
	Mr. Eric Hausker, Alternate Commissioner 
Ms. Gina Holmes, Clerk
						      
Absent: Council Liaison Joanna Miles
	 
_________________________________________
FLAG SALUTE
__________________________________________
MINUTES
Approval of minutes of the Regular Meeting on	(none available due to COVID pandemic) three months due – February, March, September, 2020
							
_________________________________________
SPEAKER

None Scheduled 

________________________________________

HEARING OF CITIZENS

None
_________________________________________
COMMUNICATIONS

NJDEP – Covanta applied for renewal for solid waste permit which showed no changes.

__________________________________________
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

UC Air Traffic Noise Advisory Board - (Chairman Robinson is the EC rep to this Board)
  No meeting since January, 2020

Bayway CAP – (Commissioner Paszek is the EC rep to this Board)  
Meeting is scheduled for 9/15/20 although some virtual meetings have been held.  


_______________________________________
NEW BUSINESS

Environmental Commission’s Annual Report distributed to City Clerk and Planning/Zoning Board Secretary to be given to all Councilmembers and Board Members. 

Bob Markey should be posting Part 2 of his series on tree’s in Rahway on YouTube shortly.

The Commission should look into joining the NJ Shade Tree Federation next year.

Discussion on having a Shade Tree Commission.

Spotted Lanternfly is in New Jersey.

Assembly Kennedy is having the curb cut by the Rain Garden and planting new plants.  He is also looking into having a professional landscaper perform maintenance on the Rain Garden.

The City is purchasing two electric vehicles for the Parking Enforcement Division.  October is Energy Efficiency Awareness Month.

The Environmental Justice Bill was signed by Governor Murphy.  It requires the state Department of Environmental Protection to deny permits for power plants, incinerators, landfills, large recycling facilities and sewage treatment plants in certain minority and impoverished neighborhoods if the projects pose health and environmental risks in conjunction with the threats those communities already face. 

The New Jersey Senate passed the bill requiring large generators of food waste to recycle the material instead of sending it to a landfill.  The bill requires large food waste generators – hospitals, prisons, restaurants, grocery stores, etc..to separate and recycle food waste.

Plastics bill not passed yet – waiting on Assembly to put together the bill.

Bill S-2607 – Legislation that would require local governments to include climate vulnerability in the municipal master plans cleared the Senate.  The bill is sponsored by the Senate Environment and Energy Committees’ Chair Senator Bob Smith and Vice-Chair Senator Linda Greenstein.  

Rahway Day cancelled for 2020.  Commission had ordered tablecloth from Shelter Cove Embroidery which will be voided and we will look into ordering locally (PJ Monogram).

ANJEC announced new stormwater regulations. The new rules require the use of green infrastructure to manage stormwater. Green infrastructure provides a higher standard of treatment and removes more nitrogen and phosphorus than traditional stormwater basins. This leads to cleaner water in our streams, lakes and rivers. Highlights of the new rules include: 1. Requirements for Green Infrastructure elements in development projects a. Management of stormwater runoff close to its source b. Drainage area limitations for green infrastructure best management practices (BMPs) 2. Requiring municipalities to update their current stormwater ordinances to comply with these new regulations by March 2, 2021 3. The release of DEP's model ordinance to assist towns in compliance.  Chairman Robinson will speak with Rahway’s City Engineer. 

The City’s contract has ended with Constellation Energy.

Resolution AR-120-20 – Resolution Supporting Responsible Pet Ownership Programs in the Community (copy of said Resolution Attached).

Rahway River Watershed:

9/12/20 – Spanktown Canoe Race – expecting 13 boats – 30-35 people. City of Water Day is a free harbor-wide day organized by the Waterfront Alliance and its partners to raise awareness about the risk we all face from sea level rise and climate change.

Water Quality Monitoring virtual classes being held on 9/16, 9/17 and 9/18 – 1.5 hours each day.

9/19/20 – Take a Walk on the Wild Side – Woodbridge, NJ

Looking into organizing a representation of communities of color in environmental organizations – possibly in November, 2020.



________________________________________
SITE PLAN REVIEW/PLANNING & ZONING BOARD ITEMS

1442 Witherspoon St. – extend driveway into backyard of house for parking lot for a House of Worship.  The Commission suggests that they use gravel for the parking lot. 
__________________________________________
PAYMENT OF BILLS

None
__________________________________________
ADJOURN
The next Regular meeting of the Environmental Commission will be held Thursday, October 8, 2020 at 7 PM at (TBD) Rahway, NJ.   There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

						Motion: Commissioner Paszek
						Seconded: Commissioner Gil
						Unanimously approved

At:  9:00 p.m.
