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Sweeney Honored for His
Commitment to Vocational-Technical
Education

Senate President Steve Sweeney was honored faor his
sponsorship of the Securing Our Children’s Future Bond
Act, Leaders thanked him for his commitment in the
securing of 500 million daollarsto ohtain more space for
students to receive vacational and technical education,

You Can Watch the Yideo Here

offering another route to success for New Jersey's youth,

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=41a2436f17&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1620216400985426450&simpl=msg-f%3A16202164009...

2 Questions Opponents of Legal Weed Can’'t Answer

By Tom Moran

(Senator Nicholas) Scutari has been working on this for a good
decade, talking to experts on both sides, travelling all over the
country, doing just what you'd want a serious legislator to do.
He's a criminal defense lawyer and has seen up close the
damage done by the roughly 32,000 marijuana possession
arrests each year in New lersey, over 600 a week, He's seen
white kids with money get away with a slap, while black kids
often land in jail.

Read More Here

Sweeney Says it's Time to 'Fix New Jersey'
By Mike Deak

"we're in afiscal crisis," (Senate President Steve) Sweeney told
the Somerset County Employer Legislative Committee at a
luncheon meeting Friday at Werve Bistro. "We're in trouble. It's
scary,"

"It's not a Democrat or Republican issue," he continued. "It's a
Mew Jersey issue,"

In &ugust, the 25-member Economic and Fiscal Policy
Workgroup issued a comprehensive report with 200
recommendations on how to save taxpayer money, That
nurmber has been whittled down to 33, Sweeney said.

The recom mendations center on reformingthe state's pension
and health insurance systems, If there are not refarms, the state
will have to raise taxes and Sweeney said that he refuses to raise
taxes because Mew Jersey already is the fifth highest taxed state
and any more taxes would "scare" away businesses,

Read Wore Here
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Scutari Speaks in Favor of
Legalization of Recreational Marijuana

Senator Nicholas Scutari testified before the Senate
Budget Committee, where he spoke in support of a hill
sponsored by him and Senate President Steve Sweeney

(5-2703) to legalize the possession and use of

recreational marijuana for people age 21 and over.

You Can Watch the Video Here

Weinberg, McKeon, Kean: N.J Transit
Reform Bill Will Make Agency
Responsive, Transparent and

Accountable

Senate Majority Leader Loretta Weinberg, Assemblyman
lohn McKeon and Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean r.
lauded final passage of sweeping M Transit reform
legiclation that will add commuters to the MNJ Transit
Board, mandate public hearings prior to substantial
schedule changes or fare hikes, expand legislative
oversight, and mandate the disclosure of detailed fiscal,
safety and personnel data.

You Can Read the Story Here
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Babies Arrive Safe and Thrive Thanks to Doulas. Mow,
More People Can Use One

Using a doula can lead to lower rates of caesarian sections,
fewer interventions by doctors, fewer complications, and
reduced |labar times, experts say.

Doulas’ charges can range from a couple of hundred dollars to
more than 53,000, according to what part of the country the
doula works in.

5ens. Loretta Weinberg and Nia Gill are sponsoring a bill
requiring Medicaid to cover this vital care, with the
commissioner of human services establishing regulations such
as eligibility rules and coverage limitations.

Read More Here

Pumping Up State Spending on Open Space, Land
Preservation, Parks
By Tom Johnson
The state is preparing to ramp up spending on open space,
farmland and historic preservation to as much as 5155 millian
beginning in fiscal year 2020, Under the hill, sponsored by 5en.
Bob Smith, the Blue Acres program would no longer have a
separate fund, but be administered by DEP's Green &cres pro-
gram. Otherthan that, the bill largely retains previous years’
allocation of funding. Beginning in state fiscal year 2020, 62
percent would go to the acquisition and development of land for
conservation and public recreational purposes; 31 percent for

farmland preservation; and 7 percent for historic preservation,
Read More Here

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=41a2436f17&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1620216400985426450&simpl=msg-f%3A16202164009...
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Click Here to Watch the Senate
Democrats’ Week in 60 Seconds

Follow Us on Twitter:

Steve Sweeney @ O Senatefien 4 w Troy Singleton @ TropdNIT - Dec 2 e
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A bipartsan group of legislators Came 1o celebrate Christenas with the men and
wornén of the State Bulding Trades thid aftermnoon
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December is Safe Toys and Gifts Month, When shoppang for gifts this month.

rermernber to thank about the age of the children imeohsed, what constitutes &

choking hazard, and that crayons/markers are labeled non-toxic,
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Loretta Weinberg @ 5enatorlorettaW « Dac 1 ¥
Condalences to the Bush family on the paising of Geoarge HW Bush i3 the age of

94, He was a leader who served his country well: he was a gentleman. kind and
courteous: And he was a loving hasband, father and grangfathes. He vall be
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Please visit us on Facebook, Twitter, or at njsendems.com.
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