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Resolution #__





RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF FRANKLIN SUPPORTING KANA GROVE NEW JERSEY LLC’S APPLICATION FOR CULTIVATOR LICENSE TO THE NEW JERSEY CANNABIS REGULATORY COMMISSION AND CONFIRMING SITE SUITABLE FOR THE OPERATION OF THE PROPOSED BUSINESSES

WHEREAS, the Jake Honig Compassionate Use Medical Cannabis Act (the “Honig Act”),

N.J.S.A. 24:6I-1 to -30, permits the authorized cultivation, processing, manufacturing, preparing, packaging, transferring, sale, purchase, research, possession, use, and consumption of medical cannabis and products created from, or which include cannabis; and

WHEREAS, on November 3, 2020, the citizens of New Jersey voted to approve Public Question No. 1, amending and supplementing Section VII of Article IV of the New Jersey Constitution to authorize the growth, cultivation, processing, manufacturing, preparing, packaging, transferring, and retail purchasing and consumption of cannabis, or products created from or which include cannabis for persons twenty-one (21) years or older in New Jersey, and further authorized municipalities to enact an additional municipal tax of up to two percent (2%) on the receipts from each sale of cannabis or products created from or which include cannabis; and

WHEREAS, on February 22, 2021, Governor Murphy signed into law P.L. 2021, c. 16, known as the “New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory, Enforcement Assistance, and Marketplace Modernization Act” (the “Legalization Act”), N. J. S. A. 24:6I-31, et. seq., which legalizes the recreational use of marijuana by adults 21 years of age or older, and establishes a comprehensive regulatory and licensing scheme for commercial recreational (adult use) cannabis operations, use and possession; and

WHEREAS, in light of the enactment of the Honig Act and the Legalization Act, the Township Council of the Township of Franklin amended Franklin Township’s Land Development regulations to permit all six marketplace classes of cannabis business licenses and establish a transfer tax and use tax on the sale of cannabis or cannabis items: and



WHEREAS, Kana Grove New Jersey LLC (“Kana Grove” or the “Company”) applied to the New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory Commission (“CRC”) for a Conditional Class I Cultivation License with the proposed cultivation site (the “Site”) to be located 15 Worlds Fair Drive, Somerset, New Jersey 08873, identified as Block 468.09, Lot 62.02, on the current Official Tax Map of the Township of Franklin; and



WHEREAS, the CRC has granted the Company’s application for a Conditional License; and



WHEREAS, Kana Grove plans to file a conversion application with the CRC for an Annual Cultivator License; and



WHEREAS, the Site in question is located in the Business and Industry Zone, where “Class 1 Cannabis Cultivator” is a permitted use pursuant to Franklin's Land Development Regulations, Chapter 112, Land Development - Article III, General Zoning Regulations, Schedule 1, Permitted Uses and



WHEREAS, the Zoning Officer of the Township has analyzed the Township’s Development Regulations and has made such other inquiries as necessary and opined that the proposed use at the proposed site is a permitted use and



WHEREAS, by choosing to locate such cannabis facility  – and invest millions in improvements and capital expenditures – in Franklin Township, an Impact Zone municipality, the Company  will do its part to remedy the ills and injustices of the Drug War and cannabis prohibition, and





WHEREAS, the Company plans to hire from the Franklin community because employing skilled personnel from host communities increases retention, ensures a diverse workforce reflective of the community, and builds and strengthens community ties, and



WHEREAS, the Township Council believes that permitting cannabis businesses to operate in the Township will satisfy patients’ and consumers’ and cannabis retailers interests and help create jobs and economic opportunity within the Township and enhance public safety; and



WHEREAS, the Township Council believes the intended site, consistent with Township Ordinances, is appropriately located and suitable for activities related to the operation of the proposed cannabis business; and



WHEREAS, the Legalization Act and § 17:30-7.10 of the CRC Regulations require that an applicant for Cannabis Business License submit proof of local support, which shall be demonstrated by a resolution adopted by the municipality’s governing body; and,



WHEREAS, this resolution of support does not constitute an approval of any licenses as the approval of Cannabis licenses is within the Authority of the Cannabis Regulatory Commission and the number of licenses approved will be determined by the CRC.



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Franklin, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that the Township of Franklin supports Kana Grove’s application for an Annual Cannabis Cultivator License:



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township Code imposes no limits upon the number of licensed cannabis establishments and thus, the issuance of a license by the CRC will not violate any limits.



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Economic Development Director of the Township be authorized to issue any required letter or affidavit confirming that the proposed site is permitted use at said sites for the activities related to the operation of the proposed cannabis cultivators;
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to Jeff Brown, Executive Director of the New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory Commission.



CERTIFICATION



I, Ann Marie McCarthy, Township Clerk of the Township of Franklin, in the County of Somerset, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly adopted by the Township Council at a Work Session/Regular Meeting held on the _______ 2022.



IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said Township this _______ 2022.



Ann Marie McCarthy Township Clerk
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