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144 Crash Diagram (NOT TO SCALE)

SEE DIAGRAM PAGE

145 Crash Description/Narrative

SEE NARRATIVE FOR DETAILS.

146 Officer's Signature 147 Badge # 148 Reviewer Badge # 145 Case Status
GAMBARDELLA, P. 0365 D1s 260 [Jrending  [<]Complete
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144 Crash Diagram {NOT T SCALE)

‘ VEHICLE #1

NORTHBOUND HOOPER AVENUE

| | Not To Scale

GAMBARDELLA, P. 0365
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New Jersey Police Crash Investigation Report Police Dept: TOMS RIVER POLICE DI Code: 01
Motor Vehicle Crash Description Station: DISTRICT 1 Case No: 19-37341

145 Crash Description

VEHICLE #1 WAS ORIGINALLY TRAVELLING NORTHBOUND ON HOOPER AVENUE APPROACHING THE INTERSECTION WITH
THE EXIT RAMP FROM NORTHBOUND HOOPER AVENUE TO EASTBOUND BAY AVENUE WHEN VEHICLE #1 RAN OFF THE
ROAD TO THE RIGHT, STRIKING THE CURB, TRAVELLING OVER A GRASSY AREA THAT SEPARATED THE EXIT RAMPS,
CROSSING OVER THE RAMP FROM EASTBEOUND BAY AVENUE TO NORTHBOUND HOOPER AVENUE, BEFORE STRIKING
ANOTHER CURB AND TRAVELING DOWN AN EMBANKMENT COMING TO REST AFTER STRIKING A TREE. DRIVER #1
ORIGINALLY STATED THAT AN UNKNOWN WHITE AUDI SEDAN ABRUPTLY CHANGED LANES IN FRONT OF VEHICLE #1 TO
ACCESS THE EXIT RAMP FROM NORTHBOUND HOOPER AVENUE ONTO EASTBOUND BAY AVENUE CAUSING DRIVER #1 TO
DRIVE OFF THE ROADWAY.

3 INDEPENDENT WITNESSES, SERGIO MAZ7A, RONALD FIZER AND BENJAMIN BROUWER ALL STATED THAT VEHICLE #1
WAS TRAVELLING A HIGH RATE OF SPEED NORTHBOUND ON HOOPER AVENUE AND, AT ONE POINT, BEGAN CHASING THE
UNKNOWN WHITE AUDI. MAZZA STATED THAT VEHICLE #1 WAS ORIGINALLY TRAVELLING A HIGH RATE OF SPEED
NORTHBOUND ON HOOPER AVENUE FROM WATER STREET, WHILE ALSO PASSING VEHICLES ON THE RIGHT PRIOR TO
BEING ENGAGED WITH THE WHITE AUDI. FIZER STATED THAT HE WITNESSED VEHICLE #1 CHASING THE UNKNOWN
WHITE AUDI NEAR THE INTERSECTION OF NORTHBOUND HOOPER AVENUE AND CAUDINA AVENUE, SPECIFICALLY BY
PASSING ALL OTHER TRAFFIC ALONG THE SHOULDER. ALL 3 WITNESSES STATED THAT THEY OBSERVED THE UNKNOWN
WHITE AUDI TAKE A SUDDEN EXIT ONTO EASTBOUND BAY AVENUE AND VEHICLE #1 ATTEMPTED TO FOLLOW, BUT WAS
UNABLE TO DO SO RESULTING IN VEHICLE #1 TO RUN OFF THE ROAD AND INTO THE EMBANKMENT. ALL WITNESSES
STATED THAT IT APPEARED AS IF THE UNKNOWN WHITE AUDI WAS ATTEMPTING TO GET AWAY FROM VEHICLE #1 FOR AN
UNKNOWN REASON.

DRIVER #1 FURTHER EXPLAINED THAT HE WAS ORIGINALLY STOPPED IN THE RIGHT LANE OF NORTHBOUND HOOPER
AVENUE AT THE INTERSECTION WITH EDKIN AVENUE AND THE UNKNOWN WHITE AUDI WAS IN THE CENTER LANE. WHEN
THE TRAFFIC LIGHT CHANGED TO GREEN, THE WHITE AUDI ALLEGEDLY CUT OFF VEHICLE #1. DRIVER #1 STATED THAT HE
CONTINUED TO FOLLOW THE AUDI NORTHBOUND ON HOOPER AVENUE AND THEN ALLEGEDLY CUT HIM OFF AGAIN TO
EXIT ONTO EASTBOUND BAY AVENUE. DRIVER #1'S STATEMENT CHANGED MULTIPLE TIMES FROM HIS ORIGINAL
STATEMENT. DRIVER #1 CONTINUOUSLY STATED THAT HE WAS TRAVELLING BEHIND THE AUDI THE ENTIRE TIME, THEN
STATED THAT THE AUDI HAD CUT HIM OFF WHICH CAUSED HIM TO RUN OFF THE ROADWAY. WHEN ASKED HOW THE AUDI
CUT HIM OFF IF HE WAS TRAVELLING BEHIND IT THE ENTIRE TIME, DRIVER #1 CHANGED HIS STATEMENT TO INDICATE
THAT THE AUDI HAD SUDDENLY APPLIED THE BRAKES. DRIVER #1 WAS OBSERVED TO BE AGITATED AND
UNCOOPERATIVE WITH POLICE DURING THE CRASH INVESTIGATION.

VEHICLE #1 SUSTAINED DISABLING DAMAGE TO THE FRONT END AND WAS TOWED FROM THE SCENE BY ACCURATE
TOWING. DRIVER #1 SUSTAINED A FACIAL LACERATION AND A CONTUSION TO HIS LEFT LEG. HE REFUSED MEDICAL
ATTENTION AT THE SCENE BUT WAS GOING TO SEEK MEDICAL TREATMENT AT COMMUNITY MEDICAL CENTER VIA
PERSONAL VEHICLE. PASSENGER IN VEHICLE #1 SUSTAINED A FACIAL LACERATION BUT ALSO REFUSED MEDICAL
TREATMENT AT THE SCENE. HE WAS ALSO GOING TO SEEK TREATMENT ON HIS OWN AT COMMUNITY MEDICAL CENTER VIA
PERSONAL VEHICLE.

CONTACT WAS MADE WITH THE DRIVER OF THE WHITE AUDI (NJ REGISTRATION X92GTC), IDENTIFIED AS ROBERT
MASON. MASON STATED THAT HE WAS ORIGINALLY STOPPED FOR A RED TRAFFIC LIGHT IN THE CENTER LANE OF
NORTHBOUND HOOPER AVENUE AT THE INTERSECTION WITH EDKIN AVENUE. WHEN THE TRAFFIC LIGHT CHANGED TO
GREEN, ALL VEHICLES ACCELERATED. AS HIS VEHICLE MAINTAINED A POSITION IN FRONT OF VEHICLE #1, DRIVER #1
BEGAN HONKING AND TAILGATING. AS BOTH VEHICLES CONTINUED TRAVELLING NORTHBOUND, VEHICLE #1 CONTINUED
FOLLOWING MASON'S VEHICLE TOO CLOSELY. MASON THEN TURNED INTO THE PARKING LOT OF THE TD BANK LOCATED
AT THE INTERSECTION WITH NORTHBOUND HOOPER AVENUE AND CAUDINA AVENUE, BUT VEHICLE #1 CONTINUED
FOLLOWING AT A HIGH RATE OF SPEED. MASON ADDED THAT HE RE-ENTERED NORTHBOUND HOOPER AVENUE AND
INCREASED SPEED IN AN ATTEMPT TO GET AWAY FROM VEHICLE #1, BUT VEHICLE #1 CONTINUED FOLLOWING EVEN
WHEN BOTH VEHICLES WERE TRAVELLING ON THE SHOULDER. AS MASON APPROACHED THE EXIT RAMP FOR EASTBOUND
BAY AVENUE, HE SUDDENLY ENTERED THE RAMP AT A HIGH RATE OF SPEED. IN DOING SO, VEHICLE #1 ATTEMPTED TO
FOLLOW, BUT WAS UNSUCCESSFUL. MASON THEN IMMEDIATELY TRAVELLED TO DISTRICT 1 TO REPORT THE INCIDENT.
MASON ADDED THAT HE WAS FEARFUL OF HIS LIFE AS VEHICLE #1 WAS FOLLOWING HIM.

BASED ON WITNESS ACCOUNTS, AS WELL AS DRIVER #1'S CONFLICTING STATEMENTS, IT WAS DETERMINED THAT
DRIVER #1 WAS CONSIDERED AT FAULT FOR THIS CRASH. IT IS BELIEVED THAT DRIVER #1 BECAME ENRAGED WHEN
MASON'S AUDI CUT OFF VEHICLE #1 AS THE VEHICLES WERE TO MERGE. DRIVER #1 THEN FOLLOWED MASON'S VEHICLE
AT A HIGH RATE OF SPEED INCLUDING PASSING OTHER VEHICLES ON THE SHOULDER, THEN LOST CONTROL WHEN
ATTEMPTING TO CONTINUE FOLLOWING MASON'S VEHICLE. DRIVER #1'S DEMEANOR CONTINUED DURING THE POLICE
INVESTIGATION. IT WAS FURTHER DETERMINED THAT DUE TO THE DISTANCE VEHICLE #1 TRAVELLED INTO THE
EMBANKMENT, VEHICLE #1'S SPEED WAS NOT CONDUCIVE TO PROPER CONTROL ON THE ROADWAY. AS A RESULT OF THIS
CRASH, DRIVER #1 WAS ISSUED SUMMONSES FOR RECKLESS DRIVING AND FAILING TO MAINTAIN TRAVEL LANE.
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