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mpleting report
section V. 7. Year 2020
DISPOSITIONS OF ORIGINAL INVESTIGATIONS
RESULTING IN CRIMINAL CHARGES
DISPOSITION OF ORIGINAL INVESTIGATIONS NUMBER OF
RESULTING IN CRIMINAL CHARGES DEFENDANTS
1. Defendants charged by complaint, TOTAL 35
a. Defendants with complaints 0
administratively dismissed
b. Defendants with complaints downgraded to 0
disorderly persons offenses
c. Defendants with complaints refetred to 0
Family Court
d. Defendants with complaints presented to 2
grand jury
2. Defendants with original charges presented 0
to grand jury on direct presentment
3. Defendants charged through accusation 6
4. Defendants completing grand jury process on
direct presentment and complaint 2
presentation, TOTAL
a. Defendants indicted 2
b. Defendants no billed and remanded to 0
municipal court
¢. Defendants no biﬁed/no action 0 .
Rev. 1996




BERGEN COUNTY PROSECUTOR'S
OFFICE SPECTIAL VICTIMS UNIT 2020
NARRATIVE

The Special Victims Unit (SVU) investigates and prosecutes sex crimes against minors
and adults, as well as physical and emotional abuse and neglect cases of minors. The core misgion
of the SVU is to thoroughly and justly investigate and, to successfully prosecute cases of sex
ctimes und child abuse in a manner where vietims of said crimes are troated with fairnesg,
compassion and tegpect,

The SVU is curcently staffed by a law enforcement contingent of nine deteotives, threc
sorgeants and a ileutenant, For the first half of the year, the legal staff consisted of six agsistant
prosecutors, which included a section chief and five assistant prosecutors all handling the squad's
full case load, The legal staff was reduced by one assistant prosecutor for the second half of the
year (as all jury triels were suspended due to COVID19), Two civilians, a patalegal, clerical
persontiel, a dedicated victim witness advocate and a SANE nurse coordinator are also on staff,
The detectives work day and night shifis on a rotating basis to maximize availability for
investigations throughout the county, The lieutenant oversees jnvesti gative functions for the unit.
- The Assistant Prosecutor Section Chief provides legal advice regarding the investigations and
oversees the prosecution and administration of the cases handied by the squad, The model we
tollow for effective investigations Is one of complete collaboration between investigative and
legal staff, :

The SVU wotks cooperatively with other police agencies throughout the county
depending upon the nature of the ctime and requiretnents of the investigation, Our Office protocol
requires locat police departments 10 call upon our detectives to handle all cases invo lving crimes
against children and sexual assault vases involving adults. Our SYU detectives investigate every
case within the County that falls subject to thiis protocol, However, given our Unit's reputation for
+ expertise and professionalism, we ate often called upon to ussist in investigations and/ot in s Jegal
advizory capacity and/or prosecute numerous matters that fail outside the scope of the protocol,
Additionally, it should be noted that SV handles Human Trafficking (HT) investigations
throughout the county, The section chief and an assistant prosecutor (previously assigned to the
unit) serve as liatson and alternate liaison, respectively, along with a detective and sergeant who
ate assigned as HT task force liaisons to the Attorney General's Office.

 Our legal staff follows a vertical model of prosecution with their cases, including handling
edeh of our own SV case detention hearings, We are a unique "outside"” squad within the Bergen
County Prosecutot's Office (BCPO) in that we not only litigate casos that our detectives
investigate, but we also prosecute cases that come to the SVU from local police departments. The
reason for this is that sex orimes and child abuse is a very nuanced area of the law where all
assistant prosecutors in the SVU require specialized training and gain highly specialized
oxpetience. SVU cases are motion intensive and heavily litigated and, while most cases resolve
by way of plea, we have many cases that are resolved by trial.




The SVU has within it a Megan's Taw Unit, which has two civilians. The Unit alsg

‘oversees the Megan's Yaw sex offender tegistration and tlering process of all rogistrants within

the County, regardless of whether their offenss orl ginally ocourred in the jurisdiction, This
process also includes community edvoation and notification regarding sex offenders as woll ag in-
service fraining to municipal police depattments regarding the use and opetation of a statewlds
registration system known as "Offender Watch," Further, the Megan's Law sub-utit of the SYU
prosecutes violations of the terms of community supervision for life and failures (o regisier under
Megan's Law, It should be nated that although one assistant proseoutor is assigned to specifically
handle all tiering hearings/reviows, the sub-unit's cases are assighed amongst the five ussistant
prosecutors.

The SVU takes an integrative approach to the victimg' well-being in all aspects of
prosecuting their cases. SVU representatives (Chief Assistant Prosecutor or designee and
Lieutenant or designated law enforcement represontative) participate in the Multi-Disciplinary
Team (MDT) that includes victim-witness advocates; the Division of Child Protection &
Permanency (DCPP); Bergen Yamily Guidance Center for counseling; as well as psychologists
and medical staff from the Audrey Hepburn's Children House (Children's House) in Hackensack,
N.J. The MDT follows cases +of child viotims who arc either being supervised by the DCPP or
whose guardians have agreed to patticipats in the program, The disciplines in MDT work to gether,
ensuring that the victim is only interviewed once and that all of the medical and psychological
needs of the victim are addressed, thug limiting trauma to the viotim during the investigative and
legal process, The MDT meets in the SVU conference root twice a month and reviews Cages oh
a rotating basis,

Victims who are younger than 13 years-old are interviewed in the Bergen County
Prosecutor's Office Child Advocacy Center specifically established for thig purpose. The
interviews are integral to the Investigation and the successful prosecution of these cases and are
conducted by an SYU deteotive who has been trained in forensic interviewing, Additionally, it

. should be noted that the Bergen -County Prosecutor's Office Special Vietims Unit began

application for accreditation of its Child Advocacy Center in May 0f2018. The site visit for final
accreditation review was conducted via the Zoom platform on October 6 and final accreditation
review determination is pending for January 2021,

The SVU also supervises the County's sexual assault nurse examines (SANE) progtam.
Victims over the age of 13 are afforded the opportunity to be examined by a specially trained
nurse who is responsibie for evidence colleotion, There are seven SANEs who are on~call on a
rotating basis at the six area hospital sites in Bergen County, 'The SANE coordinator is responsible
for all the nurses and their scheduling, has her own office within the SVU and reparts ditectly to
the SVU Lioutenant,

Cutrently, the SVU is staffed by a group of dedicated petsonne!l on both ihe legal und
investigative sides who have a passion for this intense and difficult field of work, We all strive to
achieve our core mission ona daily basis, By their very hature, our cases are diffioult to investigate
and suecessfully prosecute, Sox crimes are orimes that are committed In secret, with little (if any)
tangible evidence. Usually, the evidence consists of statements made by the viotim and 8 witness




who way told of the abuse/assault 4 significant amount of time after the incident(s) actually
occurred. We have endeavored to obtain more cortoborative evidence through the use of
traditional search warrants and Communlications Data Wareants, Additionally, wo take a proactive
approaoh via outreach programs and trainings, such as conducting securiiy, faculty and student
seminars at local colleges and within the law enforcement community.

In meeting the challenges of the large number of complex cages and serious crimes
involyed, BCPO detootives and assistant proseoutors work compassiobately with crime victims,
many of whom are young, disabled or emotionally traumatized. Further challenges ensue with so-
called “high profile” cmses, These cases involve public officials, clergy, teachers, coaches,
celebrities and medical profeysionals, These cases are especially difficult to navigate given the
media attention, public serutiny and numetous supporters of the acoused,

Regardless of degree of the ctime, the personal violation to the vietin is profound and
both vietims and thelr families run g gambit of emotions as they deal with their vietimization, Qur
investigative and legal staff (assisted by our viettm-witness advocates) spend significant time to
help viotitas cope as they navigate through the often long and arduous critiinal justico progess.
We are always mindfu! that swift resclution of these cases are in the viotims' best interest, Through
professionalism, continued training and the fostering of strong relationships with other law
enforcement agencies, social servios, medical professionals and tho community-al-large, oyr SYU
will continue to sucoeed in this difficult area of law enforeement and prosecution,

il
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TRIAL SECTION

2021 Annual Report

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Bergen County Prosecutor’s Otffice - Trial Section - is to
effectively, efficiently and fairly prosecute all criminal offenders from
arraighment through sentencing who ave referred to it from the Grand Jury Unit ot
other arcas of the office following indictment,

GOAL

The goal of the Trial Section is to achieve fair and just resolutions in every criminal case after
carefully evaluating all relevant factors surrounding the crime and the offender, including, but
not limited to, the nature of the crime, the offender’s role and involvement in the crime, the harm
suffered by any victim of the crime, the weight of the evidence against the accused, as well as
considering the character, attitude and background of the offender, and his/her risk of
reoffending, After reviewing the criminal case, assistant prosecutors assigned to the Trial
Section endeavor to dispose of these mattets expeditiously by rendering plea offers with
appropriate sentencing recomtendations. Cases that are not resolved via plea bargains will be
prosecuted at trial before a jury of citizens of Bergen County. Fair and just resolutions of
criminal matters may include diversionary treatment in the pre-trial intervention supervision
(PTI), probation supervision, drug court supetvision, or incatceration in the county jail or state
prison.

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES AND PERFORMANCE MEASURES

1.~ To manage the flow of criminal vases coming to the Trial Section and ensure they are
distributed appropriately among the trial tcams and staf¥ attorneys,

2. To expeditiously review and assess each cage prior to arraignment, Trial atiorneys assess the
relative strengths and weaknesses of the ctiminal case in order to prepare appropriate plea
offers that are fair and just and comply with an escalating plea policy, which is designed to
foster early resolution of cases.

3. To identify detention cases earty and ensure that due attention is given to them in order to
comply with crirninal justice reform measures. These matters are subjected to speedy trial
tules, resulting on a defendant’s release from jail if the State is not ready to proceed to trial,

4, Ta thoroughly review the discovety in each case and ensure that all discoverable materials
are promptly made available to defense counsel, ideally prior to arraignment, which fosters
meaningful plea negotiations and contributes to early resolutions of cases. Assistant

1




prosecutors are require to provide ongoing discovety to defendant throughout the prosecution
of the case, '

5. To assess the special needs of oach oriminal case, especially complex prosecutions, and
ensute that all necessary expert witnesses are rotained as early as possible in the case, For
instance, determinations should be made early in cach case whether scientific analysis’,
forensic examinations or medical reviews should be performed and/or utilized at trial,

6. To ensute that assistant prosecuters preparing for trial and those who ate on trial are fully
supported with all the resources and support staff available in the office. This includes
providing the trial attorney with the following: investigative personnel (a case detective) to
assist at trial; sufficient clerical support; supervisory support from the trlal attorney’s Team
Leadet and from the Trial Chief; designated legal support from the Appellate Unit;
designated technical/AV support from a member of the Computer Division to assist with any
technological needs in the courtroom; and designates victim/witness advocate to assist all
victims and witnesses who are called to testify,

7. To maintajn approptiate staffing levels commensurate with the nature and number of cases
referred to the Trial Section. Specific attention should be given to maintaining sufficient
staffing of trial attoeneys (curtently 10), experienced and motivated Trial Section Team
Leaders (currently S correlating with the number trial courts), minimum number of case

-detectives (currently 2), a paralegal assistant (currently 1), and the minirmum number of
clerical support (currently 5, including the Cletical Supervisor),

8. To ensure that all Trial Section personnel have necessary office support, including sufficient,
accessible, and comfortable work spaces, computers and updated softwate, and acoess to
~prieters, including color printers, scanning devices, smart boatds, and access to lepal research

resources, Staff attorneys are encouraged to familiarize themselyes with office technology,
including, all electronic devices, computers, software, Aquos Smart Boards, and other
technological resources procured by the office for use in court for motions and for irlals.,

9. To insure that all assistant prosecutors in the Trial Section are provided with regular
continuing legal education courses and other special training opportunities to improve their
logal skills, trial skills, and foster adherence to the highest ethical and professional standards.

10. To periodically review the conduct and performance of the Trial Section’s Team Leaders and
Staff Attorneys in order to promote and reinforce the highest level of professionalism,
identify areas that need improvement, recognize demonstrated examples of superior
performance and exceptional conduct, and to set individual goals for each member of the
staff.

11. To promote, foster, and maintain the highest level of professionalism in our dealings with the
courts, other law enforcement agencies, adversaries, offenders, the media, victims and
witnesses, and members of the public,




YEAR IN REVIEW - 2020

The Trial Section continued to push for jury trials and fair case
dispositions in 2020, In 2020, the BCPO tried 12 defendants (office-
wide) before trials were suspended. Like other squads in the office, the
Trial Section assimilated well to the changes brought upon by criminal
Justice reform, The squad was operating at a high rate of efficiency and
complicd with all speedy trial rules without exception and no defendants
were released nor cases dismissed due to any violation of the new rules,

In 2020, special attention was given to increasing the number of pre-
trial motions we were handling in an effort to generate eatlier plea
dispositions. As efforts to that end were picking up steam, the global
pandemic stuck effectively stopping us in our tracks on all fronts,
including jury trial, GJ presentment, and suspending all in-person
appearances. The backlog of cases continued to grow and all trials were
suspending effectively undermining our office’s efforts resolve cases
expeditiously,

Also, prior to the pandemic, this office was making headway in our
office’s cooperation with the Public Defender’s Office and the courts in
a coordinated effort to improve communications as well as joint efforts
to resolve cases early on. However, there was an abrupt change in
leadership with the OPD followed by the pandemic, which similarly
stalled the progress we were making. To date, we are still working
through some growing pains and adjusting to the new leadership of the
OPD,

The Trial Section attempted to adhere fo an escalating plea policy but
-~ did face challenges as backlogs began to grow due to court suspensions
and other work interruptions. To alleviate the growing backload, the
Trial Section identified 164 cases that were appropriate for “modified
plea offers,” which by year’s end resulted in about 70-80 cases
dispositions.




The Trial Section continued to benefit from the court’s us of the first-
ever coordinated “global trial list,” which was developed in 2017, and is
updated weekly and shared by the entire criminal division and BCPO
staff atforneys, This global list enables all stakeholders to
collaboratively review, in real time, all the upcoming trials listed in one
workable document that is regularly updated. This has enabled the
courts to prioritize the aging trials and create plans to try these cases
within realistic time periods, The pandemic has now caused us to use the
list to priotitize those speedy trial matters that are likely going to be tried
first in 2021 when trials resume..

In 2020, the Trial Section continued a plan created in 2017 - the
incorporation-by-transfer of more outside squad cases (Homicide, SVU,
SIS, Financial Crimes, NTF, Computer Crimes and Arson Squad) to the
Trial Section. This enabled Trial APs to expand their experience by
working on challenging cases, many of which were investigated by this
office’s outside squads. It also gave these APs more responsibility and
exposure to victims and the victimization that comes with some of the
most serious cases in the county. Again, another residual benefit is the
increase in office morale as well as unifying our courthouse staff with
our Paramus office staff as they continued to work collaboratively.

- The Trial Section has to interrupt its “Trial Section Workshops,”- -

which started in 2017 due to the pandemic. This is a nine-month long
course of instruction provided by more senior assistant prosecutors for
the benefit of less experience assistant prosecutors, This targeted and
specialized training focuses almost exclusively on the “practical” aspects
of trial work from arraignment to closing arguments and verdict and is
designed primarily to positively develop the advocacy skills of the
young trial prosecutor. Although our curticulum was interrupted by the
pandemic in March, we plan to continue the course when APs return to
work.

In 2020, our section continued to improve our working relationship
* between the Trial Chief and the Criminal Division Manager which has
yielded positive mutual benefits for both offices. Most notably, due to
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our collaborative approach to case management, inroads were made to
gain the aftention and cooperation from the Assignment Judge in this
vicinage, who took interest in some of the proposals our office had to
improve the overall handling of criminal cases from arraignment to trial,

Finally, the pandemic presented major challenges to the Trial Section
in 2020. I am proud to say the staft stepped up and supported each other
during this difficult time. One of the ways, the squad continued to
communicate and stay in touch with each other was the institution of
weekly Zoom calls among the staff. Early on, these calls provided
tremendous emotional support as we pivoted back into a “new normal®
work-from-home arrangement. Soon our calls included greater
coordination of virtual appearances and coordination of work
assignments. The office also provided each AP with surface pro
computers, which enabled everyone to continue to respond to the
increase work related to the coordinated statewide jail release efforts of
the OPD as they worked from their homes.

Looking forward to 2021, Bergen County continues to serve the state
as a pilot program in GJ and trial work. We will look to the Trial
Section to help this office dig out of the backlog by way of plea or trial
and continue to serve victims of crimes, despite the challenges facing the
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DEFENDANTS PENDING DISPOSITION OF CHARGES
BY AGE OF INDICTMENT OR ACCUSATION

NUMBER OF DEFENDANTS

AGES OF POST-INDICTMENT DEFENDANT
CASBES FROM DATE OF INDICTMENT OF ACTIVE INACTIVE/FUGITIVE
ACCUSATION

1. 0Oto3 months 149 40

2. 3+1o0 6 months 1 30 32

3. 6+to 9 months 1 0 1

4. 941012 months 102 49

5. 12+ to 24 months 235 133

6. 24+ months 80 057

7. TOTAL post-indictment/acousation 706 1 ,21 2

defendant cases pending

Rev, 1995
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Section IV, 4.b. Year, 2020 .
DEFENDANTS WITH INDICTMENTS/ACCUSATIONS DISPOSED
BY OFFENSE CATEGORY AND MANNER OF DISPOSITION
. QFFENSE CATEGORIES
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o o e, _ 0 0 0 D 1 D 1 0 7 0 0 3‘
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motion of A 0 0 0 0 4 2 3 0 8 0 0
11, TOTAL 12 2 ] 25 46 | 35 | 138 | 104 0 226 0 4
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Section IV, 4.b., page 2 Year__ 2020

DEFENDANTS WITH INDICTMENTS/ACCUSATIONS DISPOSED
BY OFFENSE CATEGORY AND MANNER OF DISPOSITION

MANNER OF
Thett | W hil | ot \ ] Ot
DISPOSITION fa“ugﬂ eapans Ebu f,y Gamblitg | Wiretap ggst{r E:g l!:w o TOTAL
Endan Qper,
1, Guil { |
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o.Gubyatua ds, [0 . 1. | |
aduy L I o | 0 Jo| o | o} o 0
b. Non-jury g 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
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. CAREER CRIMINAL,
DEFENDANTS PENDING DISPOSITION OF CHARGES
BY AGE OF INDICTMENT OR ACCUSATION

AGES OF POST-INDICTMENT DEFENDANT NUMBER T
CASES FROM DATE OF INDICTMENT OR
1 ACCUSATION
1. Gto 3 months | 0
2. 34{s 6 months 0
4. §+109 months 0
A, 9+io 12 months 0
1 & 12+to 24 months : ” 0
B. 28+ morths | 0
7. TOTAL pestindictment/accusation 0
defendant casas pending

Rav, 1095
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CAREER GRIMINAL |
DEFENDANTS WITH INDICTMENTS/ACCUSATION DISPOSED
' BY MANNER OF DISPOSITION

|

MANNER OF DISPOSITION NUMBER OF DEFENDANTS

§ 1. Golity plea to most serlous offense
2. Gullly plea io lesser indictable offense
2. Ind. dism., plea to dizordety persons offense
4. Gullty al tial, most serous offense
. Jury tia)
b, Nor-jury trial .
B, Gulily attral, (esser indivtable offense
&, Jyry triak
| b, Non-jury trial
8. Guitty pt tral, disorderly parsens affense
#, Jury triaf
b. NonJury trial
7. Nof guitly at fria)
a. Juy trial
b, Non-iury tdal
. B. Acceplance Info diversion program
‘ 9‘-, Dismissed over objeation of prosscuter
16. Dismissed of motion of prasecutor

1. TOTAL, dispositions

C | IP|c o |o|@ o |ogicio{iolelclo loic |a

Rev, ?-"995




Bergen County Office of Victim Witness Advocacy
2020 Annual Report

The Office of Victim Witness Advocacy strives to achieve the following objectives:
provide services that respond to the immediate emotional and physical needs of victims,
answer questions addressing concerns regarding criminal justice system procedures and
rules, and provide an orfentation to the criminal justice system. The crime victims’
advocates assigned to cases serve as a liaison for victims and witnesses with law
enforcement agencies, courts, and social service providers. Additional responsibilities of
the Office of Victim Witness Advocacy include assisting victims in filing claims with the
Victims of Crime Compensation Office, providing emotional support and supplying case
status information/updates. Crime victims are notified of the defendant’s parole eligibility,
assisted with Victim Impact Statements, accompanied to court, and meetings with the
assistant prosecutors and detectives.

In 2020, the Oftice of Victim Witness Advocacy consisted of the following staff the
Victim Witness Administrator, a secretary and five Victim Witness Advocates. It was mid-
summer‘wheri“n the unit secretary decided to submit her retirement papers,
making her last day of employment on December 31, 2020.

In 2020, the world was hit with a global pandemic, the Corona virus, This
pandemic changed the way we worked. The Bergen County Prosecutor’s Office as directed
by the Bergen County Executive Tedesco began a modified in office work schedule for all
county employees on March 16. As per the County Executive, all county employees sixty-
five and older and individuals with compromised immupe systems or other health issues
were permitted to work from home. As of March 16 Nl the unit secretary and

kan advocate decided to work from home. The Victim Witness Administrator

and the other four advocates were divided into two groups. The two groups worked on a
rotating schedule, one week in the office and one week remotely, As of March 30 another
directive, come down from the Governor for all non-essential workers to stay at home.

Needless to say, no one was prepared for this unprecedented upheaval of having to work
1




from home. The Victim Witness Administrator knowing not all advocates had work cel}
phones, immediately contacted the staff to gather personal ematl addresses and cell phone
numbers. Once all staff contact information was obtained the Administrator sent Deputy

Chief‘and Lieutenant

Iy the information.
The office secretary was instructed to check the main Vietim Witness phone line a

couple times each day and forward any messages to the appropriate staff. The advocates
were responsible for checking the messages on their work phone and responding to
victims messages in a timely manner, Since many court proceedings were stopped in March
there was little to report to victims. The stay at home order continued for the Victim
Witness Unit until August 3 when staff began back to a rotating work schedule,

The Victim Witness Office continues to work closely with other community agencies
such as Alternatives to Domestic Violence, The Healing Space; Center for Hope, Safety, and
Bergen Family Center, In 2020, all community events such as the Annual Clothline Project,
Crime Victims Right Week and Denim Day were cancelled due to the pandemic.

2020 was a unique year, as the statics gathered reflect the changes in “office work”
as we knew it. From March through August, the unit was unable to gather statics, as we
were completely unprepared to work remotely. All statistics gathered in 2020 are from the
period of September through December. Approximately 585 cases were opened in the
Victim Witness Unit during the months statistics could be collccted As per the InfoShare
report, the unit staff assisted 3528 md1v1dua]s in 2020.

In compliance with the Crime Victim Bill of Rights, case status notification letters are
sent to victims thereby keeping victims informed of court proceedings from arraignment

through final disposition. In 2020 a total of 7428 notification letters were generated.

Letters Victim Witness Notifications 2020 2019 2018 | 2017
02 Downgraded Dismissed Remanded 35 99 132 349
04 VW Early Disposition : 1968 807 949 1457

06 Indictment Returned _ 494 640 741 758
07 Accepted into PTI Program 158 230 189 216




8A Completed PTI Program 245 - | 137 163 176
8B Terminated from PTI Program 33 32 69 39
9B Sentencing Scheduled (Pled Guilty) 2448 | 1926 2700 | 2727
1 Bench Warrant Issued (Fugitive) 615 870 952 631 |
12 Case Dismissed 35 66 173 103
Sentence Imposed (Victim, Parole T
L4A fnput) 846 1296 1458 1508
148 Sentence Imposed (Witness) 126 131 201 131 ;
16A Charges Disposed {Not Guilty By Trial) 0 i 2 11
168 Sentencing Scheduled (Guilty By Trial} 8 15 33 11
17 Trial Scheduled 370 388 331 571
Total...| 7,428 6,638 8,093 8,%

total of 585 cases that were assigned to the Trial Section. A total of 277 domestic violence

As depicted in the Victim Witness Year End Statistics Chart the office staff opened a

cases were opened, and a total of 8 homicide cases were opened. The Office of Victim

Witness Advocates made a total of 2499 telephone calls to victims and sent 2547 emails

during the year. The Assistant Prosecutors were contacted by telephone a total of 2252

times and received 5025 emails from advocates throughout the period of time statistics

were collected.

The Bergen County Office of Victim Witness Adﬁbcacy is dedicated to wo'rkitrig with
crime victims to uphold their rights throughout the criminal Justice prosecution process,
all while minimizing any additional trauma experienced by these individuals and their
family. Last year was a unique year for providing service to crime victims. Yet the office
staff pulled together and made it happen. The office of Victim Witness is now prepared
with the equipment to work remotely if necessary, we will continue to provide Bergen

County crime victims with the service they are entitled to receive despite a global

pandémic.
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Vietim Withess Unit

comy_BEIGEN

SectlonyUnit
completng report
Sestion [V, 11.b. Year 2020
VICTIM/WITNESS ASSISTANCE
SERVICES PROVIDED
SERVICE PROVIDED TO
VICTIMS WITNESSES
VICTIM/WITNESS ASSISTANCE SERVICES Juvenile Aduit Cases Juvenile Adult Cases
Cases Cases

INFORMATION AND REFERRAL SERVICES

Introductory brachure

Criminal Justice system orlentation

Case infarmatlon

VCCB referral

Saclal servlce information/referral

Crirme prevention information/referral

Properly return information

N RNESEN RN RPN

\&\\\&\L

Witness fee Information

Publis education, community awareness

LOGISTIC SERVICES

Stand-by subpoena and call

Witness walfing area

<

Rasponse to witness Intimldation, harassment

-

Restitution recommendation at sentencing

=<

VCCB clalm asslstance

Sodlal service intervention

Employer/student intervention

Travel, lodging assistance

Transporiation assistance

sis|sislsnln]s] <

A N AN AYEYSE RN

s ie s Ss

s [S]SN]~

Chiid care asslstance

Property return assistance

Witness fee assistance

Victim impacl statement assistance

Counse!lg;

Other (specify} food while waiting for court event

Court accompainment

-

v

Parking valadalion

v

Rev. 1998




