




September 25, 2025

Via Email opra+request-81066-6fa88ff4@requests.opramachine.com
Tony Michael

Dear Tony, 

The Borough of Florham Park Police Department (“FPPD”) records custodian received your Open Public Records Act (“OPRA”) request on September 18, 2025. The seven (7) business day deadline to respond to your request, which starts on the date of the next business day after the request was received by the custodian, is September 29, 2025. As such, this response is being provided to you within a reasonable time required by law. 

Your OPRA request seeks the following records:

Body-worn camera footage
Please allow this correspondence to update you as to the status of your request and to inform you that, given the extraordinary expenditure of time and effort required to respond to this request, the payment of a special service charge will be required. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 47:1A-5, a public agency is authorized to impose a special service charge whenever the nature, format, manner of collation, or volume of a government record is such that it “involves an extraordinary expenditure of time and effort to accommodate” or cannot be reproduced in the ordinary course of business based upon the actual direct cost of providing the record and in addition to the cost of providing copies.
Accommodating the portion of your request seeking the body-worn camera footage will require an “an extraordinary expenditure of time and effort to accommodate” given the nature and length of the recording and the means and manner by which the Information Technology Assistant will need to manually review and redact any personal identifying information and/or other information designated private, privileged, protected or confidential by law from the body-worn camera footage. 
Accordingly, the Borough will be charging you for the Borough’s estimated cost of our employee’s time expended in fulfilling your OPRA request. The information Technology Assistant for the Police Department would be responsible for the processing and completion of the work required to respond to this request. We have identified a total of 5 records, approximately five (5) hours and thirty (30) minutes in length, responsive to your request. Prior to disclosure, each such record will need to be individually located, reviewed and redacted of any and all personal identifying information and other private, privileged, confidential or legally protected information. It is estimated the Information Technology Assistant will expend approximately ten (10) hours to complete this task for all of the responsive body-worn camera recordings. The Information Technology Assistant’s hourly rate is $29.56. Thus, based on the aforementioned hourly rate and the amount of time estimated to process and fulfill this request, $295.60 is a reasonable estimate of the special service charge for this request.

In accordance with our obligations under the statute, no further action will be taken to process this request, nor will you be responsible for payment of any fees, until we receive your express authorization to proceed and a deposit in the amount of the aforementioned estimate is tendered. Please be advised that under N.J.S.A. 47:1A-5(c) you are entitled, as the requester, to “have the opportunity to review and object to the charge prior to it being incurred.” The law specifically presumes, however, such fees or charges to be reasonable. As such, it is requested that you contact me at your convenience if you have any objection to the appropriateness, or the calculation, of the special service charge and/or if you have any questions or would like to request further clarification.
 
Kindly respond in writing with your acceptance or rejection of this estimated charge. We will not begin to process this request until we receive your written acceptance. However, as indicated above, to the extent you have any objection to the assessment of the special service charge and/or you would like to request clarification or have questions as to the same, please contact us to discuss. Please note that payments may be submitted by check made payable to the Borough of Florham Park. Upon receipt of payment for the special service charge, we will subsequently provide an advisement as to the estimated time that will be required to review, redact and produce the responsive records. Thank you for your anticipated cooperation.

Very truly yours,


Adrianne Farrell, FPPD Records Custodian 





Cc:  Danielle Lewis, Borough Clerk
