
Ocean County Fire Marshal's Office (NJ)
INCIDENTREPORT

Oflicial Lrw Enforcement Report - Unauthoriz€d Dissemination is Prohibited

lncident Type: Fire / Undetermincd

Agency lncident lD: 24 -012 BATS lD: r5t4082

lncldent Date/TlmeAocation

Status
Investigation Open

Start Date/Time

5 /2/2024 I 5: 14 ThursdaY

Address - Unit A

403 Picardy Ct

Ci9/StateZip
Lakewood, NJ 08701

Additional Directions

UnitA

lnvestlgator lnformatlon

Name

Jordan W Lavundi

Jurisdiction
Primary

County
Ocean County

Phone

732-370-7360

Email

jlavundi@co.ocean.nj.us

Title
Deputy Fire Marshal

Property Use or Target lnformation

Type SubtYPe

Residential I (Single Family) or 2 Family
Dwelling

Status

Occupied And Operating

Thia ltpon. y lol ba dissrlEiidld ousidc your agency wi6oul pcrmi3lioo liorD thc orisinltin8 P.8c I
aScacy.

Ilr Enforccmcnt S.nsitive



Ocean County Fire Marshal's Office (NJ)
INCIDENT REPORT

Oftrciel Law Enforcem€nt RePort - Unauthorized Disseminrtion is Prohibited

lncident Type: Fire / Undetermined

Agency lncident lD: 24-072 BATSlD:1514082

Scene Details

Area of OrtgtnlDevice Ptacement

Area of Origin
Other

Fire Descriptors

Itt t scsl I a n eo u s I nfo rm atl o n

Sky Conditions

Clear

Temperature

84F

Latitude

40.037803

Area of Origin SubtYPe

Outside area, other

Precipitation

None

Wnd Speed/Direction

19MPH/W

Humidity

35%

Longitude

-74.t87892

Thir rrport mly Dot bc dissltninstld ou$ida your rgcncA githout Prttus3ion fi'om lhc oriSin'ting Pagc: Z
agcbcy.

Law Etforcrmcot Scrsilivc



Ocean County Fire Marshal's Office (NJ)
INCIDENT REPORT

Oltrcid Law Enforcement Report - Unruthoriz€d Di$eminetiou is Prohibited

lncldent TYPe: Fire / Undetemined
Agency lncident lD: 24 -O'tz BATSID: 1514082

Percon/Organization lnformatlon

Name

COWDRICK, DE}.IYSE

DOB

7 t2611957

Sex

F

Juvenile
No

Relationehip(s)

Race

Age at time of lncident

66

Ethnicity

Discovering Party, Interviewed Party, Occupant, Owner, Resident

Notes

403 A Co-Owner

Thir Icpon rEry not bc disscminalcd outsi& you! tgcncy wilhoul pcrmission from lhc oriSinlting Psgc: 3
agcncy,

Llw EDfo.c.mcot Scnlitive



Ocean County Fire Marshal's Office (NJ)
INCIDENT REPORT

Oflicirt Law Enforcemcnt RePort - UDruthoriz€d Dhtemination is Prohibited

lncident Type: FiIc / Undetermined

Agency lncident lD: 24-072 BATS lD: 1514082

Name

COWDRICIq ARTHUR

DOB

t219lt955

Sex

M

Juvenile
No

RelatlonshiP(s)

Interviewed Party, Occupant, Owner, Resident

Race

Age at time of lncident
68

Ethnicity

Notes

403 A Co-Owner

Thir rcport rnay not be disscmin.ted outside youl agency without pcrmission from the oriSinrting Pagc: 4
!grocy.

Lrw EdorE Dcot Sco6itivc



Ocean County Fire Marshal's Office (NJ)
INCIDENT REPORT

OfEciel Lew Eoforcemert Rcport - Utrruthorized Dissemination is Prohibited

lncldent Type: Fire / Undetermined

Agency lncident lD: 24 -072 BATS lD: 1514082

Attachments

Filename

006A0193JPG

Description

Roadside Exterior Overall

Lakeside Exterior - Overall

Fire Area

This report mly not b. disscmin.l.d ouisid. your agcncy without Pcrmitsion Iiom thc originating

Date

5t2t2024

5/2t2024

st2t2024

006A0375.JPG
'il/b;.
'1',.

006A0372.JPG

88arlcy.

Irc, ErfdE ocat Sctrsilivc

PaBc: 5

.tr tl!



Ocean Gounty Fire Marshal's Office (NJ)
INCIDENT REPORT

Officirl Law Enforcemetrt Report - Unauthorizrd Dissemination is Prohibited

lncident TyPe: Fire / Undetcrmined

Agency lncident lD: 24 -o't2 BATS lD: 1514082

Narrative(s)

Title
SYNOPSIS

Description

Case#24-072
Synopsis:

Author
Jordan Lavundi

7323707360

jlavundi@co.ocean.nj.us

Thi! rcporl mly nol bc dissamirnlcd ou6idc your egcncy without pctmission ftom the originatinS

on Thursday, May 2nd, 2024 at 
^pproxirnately 

15:14 hours The Lakewood Fire Department was

disoatched and iesponded to 403 Picariy court in the Leisure Village East gated community- in Lakewood for

",-Jp"JJrm.*i 
fge. The incident was reported via 9l I callplaced by a neighbo:.from 402 A Picardy Ct,

i""I" il"it.ff- The weatheiat the time of the fire was clear sky, 35 7o humidity, 84oF, with a

w"rt ,"iod 
"t 
ffifr tO und l 9 mph fhttps: //ttnyurl.com/uh97 5 5sf, Mesowost.utah.edu, Station ID: N129-

Lakewoodl.

agcocy.

Ir\r Eaforcr$col Saolilivc

Pagc: 6

Upon arrival, Engine 5's officer - captain Todd Stark observed a heavy smoke condition in the area. No

,fi6t" n*" o'Ureied from the ftont oi roadside entance to the structure. Engine 5 personnel made entry into

Uoii e to. O. roadside (north west facing entrance) with an 1.75" hose linc. Through the first room, Capt.

iturii oUr"*.a 
" 

heavy smoke condition. Ulon advancing to the next room, CaP' Stark now observed flame

overhead. Lakewood Fire Chief John Yahr - Chief 01 arrived and assumed incideot command' He upgraded

tfr. *if t *o*ing fire assignment. Both unie of the duplex, A and B, were now ftre involved.

In addition to Engine 5, apparatus on scene included Ladder 5,4 additional engines, 2.trucks and a Rapid

Intervention Team. 2 watersupplies were established. one evacuated occupant from unit_ 403 B was

"-rrort"a 
to tn" municipal building for a temporary shelter, but there were no reported injuries Lakewood

Suild;g O"putttnent responded and "red-tagged'the structure unir:habitable'

The ocean county Fire Manhal's office was requested at approximately 15:23 hours.



Ocean County Fire Marshal's Office (NJ)
INCIDENTREPORT

Oflicist Law Enforcement RePort - Unsuthorlzed Dbreminstion is Prohibited

lncident Type: Firc / Undetermin€d

Agency lncident lD: 24 -072 BATS lD: 15140t2

Title
ACTIONTAKEN

Author
Jordan Lavundi

7323707360

jlavundi@co.ocean.nj.us

Description

Action Taken:
Deputy Fire Marshal's Jordan Lavundi - 1972 and Brian Mount - 1943 responded and arrived at

"ppiJ*ii,"rJy 
l5:45 hours. Upon arrival, DFM Lawndi checked in with command and was briefed about the

lriJia.nt -a ii. ongoing fire suppression actions. DFM Lavundi collected responding Police: J. Burkhardt's

O"a* * ig4; 
""r"iu.l"r:24fu4g62 

and a brief statement of his obsewation upon arrival. Ofc. Burkhardt

initiaily observed heavy smoke but no flame visible from the front (roadside) ofthe structure. All occupants

exited the duplex and there were no injuries reported.

All tools and equipment used were rinsed thoroughly on scene prior to being put back in service, available

f*-trtur" us". the Fire Marshal's Office conctuded th,eir investigation and cleared the scene at approximately

20:00 hours.

This rcpon msy rcl br disscminatd ouEidc your agancy without pcrmissiol ftom thc ori8insting Prgc: 7
agency.

l-.w Enforccmcot Scdsilivc

DFMLavundiinterviewedtheoccupant/ownerof403B:Agnes"Sissy"Mayer,theowner/occupantsof,
+O: e, Lrtf,tt -a Denyse Cbwdrick and the 911 call placer: Laura and Robert Monte [see statements]. DFM

Mount conducted scene photography in a systematic marurel. Both Deputy Fire Marshal's Lavundi and Mount

conducted a thorough scene examination of the fire's probable area oforigin'



Ocean County Fire Marshal's Oflice (NJ)
INCIDENT REPORT

Olficial Law Enforcement Rcport - Unauthorizcd Dicacminrtion is Prohibited

lncident TyPe: Fire / Undetcrmined

Agency lncident lD: 24 -o'72 BATS lD: l5r40t2

Title
SCENE DESCRIPTION

Author
Jordan Lavundi

7323707360

j lawndi@co. ocean.nj.us

Scene Description:
The roadside ofthe structure, faces north west. Occupants refer to the lake side (south) as the front. The

structure is a single story duplex with an asphalt shingle roof and mixed exterior siding. The units include

built-in attached-g-"g"r. fhi electric meter(s) are located on the road side or north west and are observed

uninvolved and o-nty itre +O: A unit has some observed exposure damage to the glass ot 
-front 

of the meter.

The back ofthe meter and connection spades are observed undamaged by fire attack [refer to images

006A02t2-02181. The meter pan's for 6oth units ate also obsewed uninvolved and undamaged [refer to

i.ugo OOOeOf f , 0222, afi O3Z7l. The fire damage observed to the road side of both units is heavier to the

.l.,riit f.igtrt.ia. or west). Interior of Unit A has observable heavy fire damage throughout and the roofis

Uumea aiay. Interior of iJnit B has some components observed intact although there are portions that

sustained ttiavy fire damage. The heaviest offire damage to unit B is obsewed toward the south west of the

unit.

The lakeside exterior of Unit A appears to have sustained the heaviest fire damage. Unit A's lakeside front

,oom is largely consumed from firi attack. In the same lakeside area, it is observed that Unit B still has the

exterior eniance and windows intact, although there is observable fire damage in that area including the soffit

and roof. The exterior is surrounded by a plinting bed with newly installed mulch and flower pots. There is a

couch frame that has observable fire damage and visible oxidation due to fire attack. The cushions are no

L"g"i pi"** purportedly having bumediway. The couch was reportedly placed against the exterior wall of
if,."rouitf, ria. ii Uirit e. O" the lJft side ofthe enclosed porch (south side unit A) are observed flower pots

including one that was later uncovered in the delayering ofthe debris that is melted down to the base [refer to

i."g.r dOOeO:28-03821. There are bag(s) of multh- otierved in the planting bed. It was. observed during fire

suno-ression and overhaul actions that the mulch in different places in the beds continued to smolder

ttuoughout the scene examination until fire personnel extinguished the smoldering spots.

This &port mey ,!ot bc dissrrnin tcd ou$idc youI tgcncy c'ilhoul pcrmission ftom lhc originating
.8cicy.

lrv EDforccrnant Scrlitivc

Pagc: 8

Description



Ocean County Fire Marshal's Office (NJ)
INCIDENT REPORT

Olficial Law Enforcem€nt RePort - Uneuthorized Disseminition is Prohlbited

tncldent Type: Fire / Undetemined
Agency lncident lD: 24 -o'12 BATSlD:1514082

Tltle
SCENE EXAMINATION

Author
Jordan Lavundi

7323'107360

jlavundi@co.ocean.nj.us

Thia rlDon mty not bc dilscmin.lad outri& your agctrcy without pcnniriion fiom lhc o'iginating
aScucy.

Irv EnforcclDcDt ScD6itivc

PrSc: 9

Description

Scene Examination:
The fire scene examination was conducted using the systematic approach which is known as the scientific

method as discussed in the 2021 Edition ofNFPA 921 : "Guide for Fire and Explosion Investigations" and the

2022 Edition of NFPA 1033: "Professional Qualifications for Fire Investigatol". The seven steps to the

scientific method are; recognize the need, define the problem, coilect data, analyze the data, develop

hypotheses, test the hypotheses and select a final hypothesis.

It is observed that the fire attack is consistent with originating in the south west side of the exterior of the

structure, left side facing of the couch, and in the same area as the plastic melted down flower pot [refer to

images 0b6A03 7 2-O3Bi. The investigators were unable to unearth or observe any discarded smoking

matJrial. It had been rep-orted by one ofthe occupants, Denyse, that earlier in the day she'took two cigarettes

she found on the rock by the couch, squeezed them to be swe they were out and then put them into a/the

flo*.. pot', [see statemint]. It had been reported by Arthur that there is no electric at the exterior in use at the

time of the dre and no electric is observed. There are solar exterior lights observed and reported [see

statementl. Unknown the count. One solar light is observed broken just outside the immediate debris field.

The investigators entered the enclosed porch or suuoom on the south side and investigated the outlet box

obsewed faciig south on the north wall of the south room. It is observed attacked by fire however due to the

area around inc-luding the framing and insulation still intact and the sheetrock observed next to and across

from the receptacle sltill present albeit smoke or bum damaged, it is eliminated as the probable cause [refer to

images 006A0388-03921.

Based on the 911 call placer's statement, Robert: He hadjust been outside facing the fire area a few

-oments prio. to observing the couch on fire from inside his home [see statem€nt]. It is possible the fire

begins on^the left side of thle couch, in near or at a/the plastic flower pot and advances to the. couch. Upon

wh-ich time the call placer Robert Monte observes the couch on fire extending to the south side exterior of the

structure.



Ocean County Flre Marshal's Office (NJ)
INCIDENT REPORT

Officisl Lrw Enforcement Report - Uncuthorized Di3semination fu Prohibited

lncident Type: Fire / Undelermined

Agency lncident lD: 24 -o'12 BATS lo: 1sr4082

Title
CONCLUSION

Author
Jordan Lavundi

7323707360

jlavundi@co.ocean.nj.us

Description

Conclusion:
At this time the fire is classified Undetermined. The area oforigin is in near or at the landscape bed on the

south side, exterior, of403 A Picardy Court. The possible improper discarding of smoking material, and the

exterior solar lights cannot be eliminated as a cause.

This opinion shall remain until such time as evidence, either physical or scientific is provided that would

alter this conclusion.

Thii rcporl mty not bc disscmitatcd oulsidc yout agcncy wilhout pcrmission ftom th! odgioaliog P!8cr lO
agarcy,

Lrw Enforccacot sEr$ilivc



Ocean County Fire Marshal's Office (NJ)
INCIDENT REPORT

Oflicisl Lrw EnforcGment RePort - Urauthorized Disseminrtiott is Prohibited

lncident TyPo: Fire / Undetcrmined

Agency lncldent lD: 24-072 BATSIO: 1514082

Title
WITNESS STATEMENT I -Neighbor

Author
Jordan Lawndi
'1323707160

jlavundi@co.ocean.nj.us

Description

Witness Statements:

[] Agnes "Sissy" Mayer - Occupant ofduplex neighbor. 403 B Picardy CT LWD 0870

DOB: l0/04/1933.
State ent taken by: J. Lavundi - 1972, @ incident scene, -1600 hours, Thurs' 5/2

"Peach" the neighbor entered her place and said: "we gotta get you out". Agnes states she is sitting in the

recliner, in the front living room. Smoke followed Peach in, came from exterior. She is unsure the

insurance....she states she "pays the bill" . The house is in a fust. Agnes is a non-smoker. She states the last

time she was outside is around I130-12. She did not observe anything unusual

Son, Greg Mayer:

End Statement

Ihis raport may not be disscminatcd outsidc you. agcDcy without pcrmission ftom the odginating
rScacy.

hw Enforc.mcEt S.nsitivc

Pr8.: 11



Ocean County Fire Marshal's Office (NJ)
INCIDENT REPORT

Official Lew Enforcemcnt Rcport - Unauthorized Dfuscminrtion ii Prohibited

lncident Type: Fire / Undetermbed
Agency lncident lD: 24-072 BATSID:15140t2

Title
WITNESS STATEMENT 2 - Denyse Cowdrick

Description

End Statement

Author
Jordan Lavundi

7323707360

jlavundi@co.ocean.nj.us

[2] Denyse Cowdrick - Occupant / Homeowner. 403 A Picardy Ct. LwD 08701 lf
I noB.o7t26^95?
Went taken by: J. Lavundi - 1972, @ incident scene, -1640 hrs., Thurs 5/2

Owned approximately 8-9 years. Geico insurance. Denyse aka Peach. Denise and Arthur (husband) smoke.

Denise wai watching TV. Hid lunch approximately l2 noon. She believes her husband was sleeping when she

noticed the fire, unsire. She states she was in the living room. Earlier she had been outside: fiont and back.

She had taken tiie dog for a walk. Denyse states she does not remember having a cigarette outside. She states

she very rarely smokes out back (lakeside). They usually smoke in the garage'

She states the last time she went outside was to take the dog out. Unsure the time. It was after lunch.

Approximately I hour before the fire, but cannot confirm. She states she went out front (lakeside) and

ob.*"r 2 cigarettes "already put out" on rocks in front of bench. She states she picked up the cigarettes and

squeezed theiumed ends. ShJstates she did not notice whether they were hot or not. Denyse states she then

discarded them into a flower bowl, left ofthe bench. She states they will
be going to daughter Joanna Crerand'f

This rlpotl msy Dot bc di!..ndDrtld ouBi& your.Scocy without pcrmLtioll from thc originrting
aEcrcy.

he E6forccE 6t S.olitivc

Prgcr 12



Ocean County Fire Marshal's Office (NJ)
INCIDENT REPORT

Omcial Law Enforcement Report - Utrruthorizcd Dtuseminrtion is Prohibited

lncident TyPe: Fire / Uodctermincd

Agency lncldent lD: 24 -072 BATS lD: 1514082

Title
WT'INESS STATEMENT 3 - Arthur Cowdrick

Description

Author
Jordan Lavundi

7323707360

j lavundi@co. ocean.nj. us

This rapon msy not ba disscminalcd outsidc your agcncy without pcrmiision from thc originrting
rgcDcy.

kw Enforccrlar scnsitivc
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Ocean County Fire Marshal's Office (NJ)
INCIDENT REPORT

Ollicial L.w Enforcem€nt Report - Unauthorized Dfusemination is Prohiblted

lncident Type: Fire / Undetermined

Agency lncident lD: 24 -o'?2 BATS lD:15140t2

[3] Arthur Cowdrick - Occupant / homeowner. 403 A Picardy Ct. LWD 08701. I
V0",,,*n ur, ff:;7::' I iii, a inci.d.ent s cene, - I 7 0 5 hrs., rhurs - 5 /2

Arthur states he heard "Peach" yell: FIRE. He came out of the bedroom and observed fue (visible flame)

out front uakesidel. Art}rur states he went out the gange, stopped before shutting offthe electic. He got the

dog and lift. Arthur states he observed flame and smoke exterior of the sun room. In the area of the seat /
cushions. Arthur and Peach got "Sissy" (Agnes) oul

{Follow Up - Scene Exam}
Arth* confi.med the location of the couch [after 1943172 recreated]. LSF door to sunroom, against exterior

porch wall. He states there is no electric at the exterior being used that he is aware of. He states only solar

iights from the tlollar store. Arthur states he usually extinguishes his cigarettes and put in his pocket. [He-

sh"owed 1943/1972 one that he currently has in his pocket, extinguished down to the filterl. Arthur states he

put cigarettes out on the slate: "He scrubs them out on the ground". But he usually does not smoke out front

(lakeside).

This report may not b€ disscminatcd oulsidc your e8cncy without pcrmisliofl ftom thc oriSihating
rgcacy.

Irrv EnforrcDcnt Sersitivc

Page: 14

End Statement

Arthur states he hadjust fallen asteep at approximately 1400 hrs. He states he went into the bedroom at

approximately 1300. He could not faliasleep, so he went to the kitchen and grabbed a snack, then went back

toihe bedroom and watched TV. Arthur states he was last outside (lakeside) approximately 0730-0800 filled

the bird feeder and bird bath. Does not recall anything unusual. In the sunroom, there is an Alexa and Echo

plugged in. He reviewed the layout with DFM;"*1dj ll6lurling the exterior placement of the couch and

where he observed seeing
flame' [couch against

exterior sunroom, LSF door to enter]. Arthur stated that he went out ofthe bedroom, then walked into sun

room before going to garage. Ho states he observed flame outside going up the wall. He states there are solar

lights, mulch, flower pots and bench d cushions.



Ocean County Fire Marshal's Office (NJ)
INCIDENTREPORT

Orficiat Law Enforcement Report - Unauthorized Disseminstion is Prohibit€d

Incident Type: Fire / Undetermincd

Agency lncident lD: 24 -072 BATS lD: 1514082

[4] Laura & Robert Monte - Neighbor / 91 1 CP' 402 A Picardy Ct. LWD 08701.

Statement tal@n by: J. Lawndi - 1972, @ phone interview, *1735 hrs., Thurs. 5/2

Laura:
Lalrt'a states she heard a pop. She is on couch in living room (side offire inside house). She observes the

bench on fire outside 403 A. She confirms that at that time flame only at couch. Smoke was moving fast ald
went up siding as she was calling 91 1.

Robert (husband):
Robert states hi is sitting outside with his dog [exterior facing 403 A]. He goes inside and watches the

yankee game. After a few minutes (3-4) he hears a pop. He states he looked out the window sees smoke,

grabbed-a fire extinguisher. Robert states he observed heavy black smoke. He states he did not notice or

observe anything when sitting outside w/ his dog.

Title
WTINESS STATEMENT 4 - 9l I Call Placer

Description

End statement

End Report

Author
Jordan Lavundi i

1323707360

j lavundi@co.ocean.nj.us

This r.port rnay oot bc disseminatcd outsidc your agency without permission tom thc oriSinating
ageDcy.

Llw Enforcemcnt Scnsitive

Pagc: 15



Ocean County Fire Marshal's Oflice (NJ)
INCIDENTREPORT

Omcial Lrw Enforcemetrt Report - UDeutborized Disseminrtiotr is Prohibited

lncldent Type: Firc / Undctermined

Agency lncident lD: 24 -0'12 BATS lO: 1514082

This section intentionally left blank

s .:r ?a >Y

Deputy - Lavundi, Jordan

Asst. Fire / Fire Investigation

+l 10 o</a,
- Marks, Michael ;/" 7

Date

Thh rcpqt mty not b. disscmind.d outlid. your.gptlcy wittout pcrEission ftom lh. oriSinaling
agcncy-

kw EdotcaEcnt Scnsidv.

Prgc: 16


