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Avenel Fire Department 
Fire Incident Report
Woodbridge Township NJ - Fire District #5
Chief Frank J. Strain 
	Alarm Date: Tuesday, January 18, 2022



	Alarm # 
	Type of Alarm
	Dispatched Time
	Arrival Time
	Back in Service

	046
	Structure	2002
	2007
	0305

	CAD #

	22005570


	Address of Incident:


	36 Freddie Ave. Avenel, N.J. 07001


	Name:
	Gregory Popowicz

	Address:
	36 Freddie Ave

	Phone:
	732-351-8706


	Owner / Occupant Info:





	
	Engine 1
	Engine 2
	Engine 3
	Engine 4
	Truck 5

	Arrived
	2025
	2007
	2044
	2025
	

	Driver
	B. Mizak	T. Karlin Jr.	S. Minue	D. Holland	-
	OIC
	-	J. Boelhower	R. Latshaw	G. Czoch	-
	J. Seat
	-	M. Fritz	-	-	-
	J. Seat
	-	S. Finley	-	-	-
	Hydrant
	-	-	-	-	-
	R. OIC
	-	D. Mizak	-	D. Manente	-

	Apparatus Assignments: 




	Avenel Support Vehicles:


	
	5-3-1
	5-3-6
	5-3-7
	5-3-8
	5-3-9 

	Arrived
	2007
	
	
	2044
	2315

	Driver
	F. Strain	-	-	D.F.O. C. Neroda	A. Hozer



	Number of Avenel Personnel & Equip. Responding:


	Firefighters
	Engines
	Trucks
	Support Vehicles

	19	4	0	3







	Mutual Aid Departments:


	Vehicle #
	Notes

	12-3
	On loc 2024 hours. Assist at scene.

	8-2
	On loc 2029 hours. Assist at scene.

	7-1
	On loc 2042 hours. Assist at scene.

	9-3-4
	On loc 2037 hours. Assist at scene.

	1-2
	On loc 2042 hours. Assist at scene.

	2-2
	On loc 2034 hours. Station coverage. Moved up to scene and on loc 2304 hours.

	9-5
	On loc 2038 hours. Station coverage.

	4-2-4
	On loc 2045 hours. Station coverage.

	FA-14
	On loc 2008 hours. Stood by, checked one FF, transported homeowner to hotel.

	MAC 7
	On loc 2031 hours.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




	
	Plate #
	State
	Year
	Make
	Model
	Vin#

	Vehicle 1
	
	-	-	-	
	

	Vehicle 2
	
	-	-	-	
	

	Vehicle 3
	
	-	-	-	
	


	Civilian Vehicle Info:




	Driver 1 Name:
	

	Driver 2 Name:
	

	Driver 3 Name:
	


	Civilian Driver Info:





	Damaged Civilian Property – (Example) Appliances etc.



	Make
	Model
	Serial
	Description

	1. -
	
	
	

	2. -
	
	
	

	3. -
	
	
	



	Damaged Fire Dept. Property.



	Make
	Model
	Serial
	Description

	1.
	
	
	

	2. 
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	

	4. 
	
	
	





	Alarm: # 046 
	Date:         Tuesday, January 18, 2022


Avenel Fire Department
 Narrative Report


	     Fire Department was dispatched to 36 Freddie Ave. for a fire in the trailer. Upon arrival, Chief Strain established Command and noted a heavy smoke condition throughout the area and requested a mutual aid engine to the scene and one to cover Station 5. FD located fire underneath the unit towards the rear of the “B” exposure and the crew of Engine 5-2 stretched (1) 1 ¾” handline to begin suppression. Engine 5-4 arrived on scene and the crew was ordered to begin a primary search through the main door on the “B” side. The crew was unable to move beyond the living room area due to excessive clutter. At the same time the original handline moved to the rear of the trailer to continue extinguishing fire underneath the trailer. Command requested an additional engine to the scene and a (3) man recall at 2021 hours.
     Engine 5-1 was ordered to pick up a hydrant and lay into the scene. The hydrant at the corner of Rahway Ave. & East Coddington was used and a 5” supply line was laid down Rahway Ave., to the complex entrance and down Freddie Ave. where it supplied Engine 5-2. As additional crews arrived, a 2nd 1 ¾” handline was pulled to extinguish exterior fire on the “D” exposure. The search crew requested ventilation and coordinated with the original suppression crew who forced entry into the rear “B” side door and advanced the handline towards the rear where zero visibility and high heat was encountered. The crew worked on suppressing fire but was unable to advance due to conditions.
     Colonia Engine 12-3 arrived and staged on Mary Ave. The crew stretched a 3” leader which was charged but never used. Engine 5-3 supplied 12-3 with a 5” supply line from the yard hydrant at Helen Ave. & Danny Pl. Crews were unable to knock down the fire from the interior and were evacuated to hit it from the exterior. A 2 ½” attack line was pulled off Engine 5-2 and used through a rear window until all fire darkened down.
     Once all fire was knocked down, crews returned with a 1 ¾” handline to begin hitting hot spots. An exhaust fan was placed in the rear doorway to ventilate smoke. Extensive overhaul was needed to hit all smoldering areas. While conducting overhaul, Woodbridge FF Marc Repace fell through a hole in the floor. He removed himself from the structure and was ordered to see EMS.
     Fire Prevention, all utilities, the Woodbridge Building Department and property management were requested at some point during the incident. Elizabethtown Gas secured the gas service at the meter. PSE&G secured the electric at the meter. After they cleared, electric was determined to still be on, and they were requested to return. Middlesex Water was on scene to secure water as there was broken pipes. They stated they were unable to secure single units and would have to shut off the entire complex which they were advised not to do. Property management arrived on scene and were advised of the situation. The building department posted the structure uninhabitable. Deputy Fire Official Neroda was on scene to conduct a fire investigation.
     Once all areas were overhauled all equipment was packed up. Personnel assisted gathering belongings for the homeowner. The area around the trailer was caution taped off to prevent entry. Engine 5-3 followed FA-14 from the scene to Holiday Inn Express to assist unloading the patient and his wheelchair. All units secured and returned.
     Throughout the duration of the incident, Assistant Chief Boelhower maintained Operations Sector, Woodbridge Township MAC 5 maintained Safety and MAC 4 maintained Accountability.

Damage report: The entire unit and contents were a complete loss due to heat, smoke and water damage as well as damage conducted during overhaul for complete extinguishment.

Other units on scene that were unable to be listed in the mutual aid section are as follows: Woodbridge PD cars 4, 21, 74, 3, S3, 73 & 9, Woodbridge Township MAC 1 & 2, EMS 1, EM-1, Middlesex County Fire Coordinators



	Officer in Command of Incident:
	Chief F. Strain	Date: January 18, 2022

	Officer Writing Report:
	Capt. D. Mizak	Date: January 19, 2022

	Fire Prevention Bureau Official:
	Dep. Fire Official C. Neroda	Date:  January 18, 2022






	Roll Call 



	Alarm: # 046 
Roll Call Sheet
	Date: Tuesday, January 18, 2022



	Active Members
	Active Exempt Members
	Active Life Members

	1. Devine, A.
	X	1. Boelhower, J.
	X	1. Latshaw, R.
	X
	2. Eidson, K.
	X	2. Czoch, G.
	X	2. Manente, D.
	X
	3. Finley, S.
	X	3. Elbayar, A.
	-	3. Minue, S.
	X
	4. Galvez, J.
	-	4. Holland, D.
	X	4. Mizak, B.
	X
	5. Hozer, A
	X	5. 
	-	5.  Strain, F.
	X
	6. Tomaszewicz, C.
	X	6.
	-	6. 
	-
	7.
	-	7.
	-	7.
	-
	8.
	-	8
	-	8.
	-
	9.
	-	9.
	-	9.
	-
	10.
	-	10.
	-	10.
	-


	A Shift 
	
	B Shift
	
	C Shift
	

	1. Cosentino, A.
	-	1. Lullo, D.
	-	1.  Barry, T.
	-
	2. Fritz, M.
	On Duty	2. Nadjavestky, F.
	Recall	2.  Karlin Jr, T.
	On Duty
	3. Mizak, D.
	On Duty	3. Pickard, J.
	-	3.  Singh, J.
	-
	4. 
	-	4. 
	-	4. 
	-
	5.
	-	5.
	-	5.
	-
	D Shift
	
	E Shift
	
	Bureau
	

	1. Karlin, A.
	Recall	1. Torres, A
	-	1. Neroda, C.
	Overtime
	2. Mizak, M
	Recall	2.
	-	2. Spillar, C
	-
	3. Nebus III, A
	-	3.
	-	3. Mizak, D
	-
	4.
	-	4.
	-	4. Nadjavestky, F.
	-
	5.
	-	5.
	-	5.
	-
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