Re: OPRA - CDBG Grant 


Dear L. Lovelace:

I am in receipt of your recent OPRA request, whereby you requested the following:

1. Financial records including audits, ledgers, bank statements, detailing the amount of money forfeited back to Burlington County and/or Burlington County Block Grants a.k.a. Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) in 2020 and 2021 for non-performance including but not limited to non-performance of the Senior Citizen portion of the grant.
2. Copy of correspondences received from Burlington County between January 1, 2020 through present regarding Burlington County Block Grants a.k.a. Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) including but not limited to most recent correspondence relating to request for additional funding.
3. All emails sent by or received by clerk@newhanovertwp.com and rmc@newhanovertwp.com between January 1, 2020 and January 29, 2021 with the subject or relating to Burlington County Block Grant a.k.a. Community Development Block Grant (CDBG).
4.  Email log for all emails sent and received by clerk@newhanovertwp.com and rmc@newhanovertwp.com  between January 1, 2020 and January 29, 2021.

Attached is a copy of the records responsive to # 1 and #2 of your request.  We continue to review our files for records responsive to #3 and #4.  I assure you a response will be provided no later than March 19, 2021.

I note that the subject of your email is “OPRA request - Financial Information & Possible Misappropriation.”  I assure you that the grant funds for the replacement of HVAC units at the senior center under the FY 2018 CDBG Grant from Burlington County were not misappropriated.  The Township received estimates of $12,000-$20,000 to perform the work prior to placing the work out for formal bid.  However, when the project was put out for formal bid, only one contractor submitted a bid, in the amount of $94,000.  As this was well beyond the engineer’s estimate and the amount of the grant, the bid was rejected.  This project was included in the Township’s FY2020 CDBG Grant application, and again funded through this grant.  We are in the process of going back out to bid and hope that more contractors submit reasonable bids for this project.  

  Thank you for the opportunity to be of assistance.

Sincerely,


Adel Gianaris
Custodian of Public Records
New Hanover Township
