From: Pinelands Alliance

To: Moriarty, Sean [DEP
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pinelands Alliance Action Alert for January
Date: Wednesday, January 10, 2024 4:15:54 PM

Having trouble viewing this email?

Dear Sean,
We had several wins in late 2023—let’s keep the momentum going in the new year! With your help, we
repealed the ‘redevelopment’ plan for the , and saw the successful appointment of Dr.

Jessica Rittler Sanchez to the Pinelands Commission. Let's carry that energy into 2024 to accomplish our
other longstanding goals, such as ensuring that NJDEP implements commonsense protections for Wharton
State Forest. Find more information on that, as well as other opportunities to learn, get engaged, and
speak out for the Pinelands in the email below!

Quick synopsis of important dates (in'person, online, or hybFid):


https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://pinelandsalliance.salsalabs.org/janactionalert2024?wvpId=8e13ee83-5000-404a-83d1-b4b7f80d819b__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!JWuDdHTEJbo9rtZVCL-xlXDNfvN6oGWXVu2Jur8q1aOlCOu3JhEqty7fu1ANYHVoTj-bYlcsTc65ODm6FCuPz1nyNgKt$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://default.salsalabs.org/Tf8859add-bfe0-401d-ae29-0ddfd01caa95/8e13ee83-5000-404a-83d1-b4b7f80d819b__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!JWuDdHTEJbo9rtZVCL-xlXDNfvN6oGWXVu2Jur8q1aOlCOu3JhEqty7fu1ANYHVoTj-bYlcsTc65ODm6FCuPz_To11_t$
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National Climate Assessment Webinars: Various Dates Through March 15
Access Nature Forum: Wednesday, January 10 at 7 PM

Pinelands Commission Meeting: Ffidayydanuary 12'at9:30 AMIRNEW Lisbon
Day Of Action - Fix Our Parks: Wednesday, January 17 All Day

Wharton State Forest Visitor Use Plan Open House: Wednesday, January 24, 12 - 7 PM in Hammonton

Virtual Tour of the New Visitor Use Map- Wharton State Forest: Ffidayydantary 26'at 9:30 AMIRNEW
Lisbon

Pinelands Policy & Implementation Committee Meeting: Fridayydantary 26'at 9:30 ANMNRINEW LiSbor
Barnegat Bay Stakeholder Meeting: WWedRESdayIantar 31930 AM=2IPMIRANTomSIRIVEr




Image of Pole Branch Forest by Jon Holcombe

Access Nature Forum

Date: January 10th, 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Location: Online Via Zoom

Join us on January 10t for our next Access Nature Forum. In this forum, we will hear from Peter Dolan,
Trail Program Manager for the New York-New Jersey Trail Conference. Peter will be offering a
presentation on how the sustainable design elements incorporated into modern trail building often align
with accessible best practices, making it easier than ever to create natural surface opportunities for trail
users with disabilities. There will be time to ask questions at the end of the discussion.

RSVP For Jan 10th!

Also, check out this arficle on the new all-terrain wheelchair that will soon be available for use at Wharton
State Forest!
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Date: January 17th, All Day
Tell Governor Murphy to

For more than a half a century, New Jersey has invested billions of dollars creating a public lands system
which houses tremendous beauty and biodiversity and should be the envy of every state in the union. It is
critical to our society to have a well-funded and well-managed park system.

We need to keep these places open and available for wildlife to thrive and for the public to have safe
access for eco-friendly recreation. The public should be able to safely travel the roads and trails, enjoy the
serenity of nature, and have ample interpretive resources to understand our parks and forests through
naturalist tours and educational materials.

But, New Jersey Parks and Forest are used, abused, and underfunded.

The is advocating for an increase to the state budget from $16 million annually for
park operations and law enforcement, to $52 million annually, on par with the national average; and to
increase capital spending by $40 million annually, to $60 million annually, to end the $600 million dollar
maintenance backlog in ten years by 2033.

We need to flood Governor Murphy’s office with phone calls asking him to fix our parks by increasing
funding for park operations and capital improvements.

Call or Text - Governor Murphy on January 17th! Please make sure to say “Fix Our Parks” in your
message.

Call - 609-292-6000

Text - 732-605-5455
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Wharton Savanna by Jason Howell

Date: January 24th, 12:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Location: Batsto Visitor Center, 31 Batsto Road Hammonton, NJ 08037

The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection will host an open house and public comment
session on the draft Wharton State Forest Visitor Vehicle Use Map on Wednesday, Jan. 24, from
noon to 7 p.m. at the Batsto Visitor Center. The open house will allow stakeholders to view, ask questions,
and comment on the draft Wharton Visitor Vehicle Use Map, along with several other maps that aided in
the development of the map. There will be no formal speaking presentation during the open house.
Interested stakeholders can stop in at any time during the event. DEP staff will be on hand to answer
questions and participants will have the opportunity to leave written comments at each map


https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://default.salsalabs.org/T268c0596-5621-4db3-a38f-4c4b08922728/8e13ee83-5000-404a-83d1-b4b7f80d819b__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!JWuDdHTEJbo9rtZVCL-xlXDNfvN6oGWXVu2Jur8q1aOlCOu3JhEqty7fu1ANYHVoTj-bYlcsTc65ODm6FCuPz8GSe05a$

location.

An online public comment period will be available for 45 days, from Jan. 24 until Mar. 9, for
those who are unable to attend in person.

Date: January 30th, 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Location: Pinelands Preservation Alliance, 17 Pemberton Rd, Southampton, NJ 08088, or Online

The PPA will be hosting a meeting to discuss the Visiting Vehicle Use Map and to collaborate on the
submission of comments that best protect the natural resources and habitat of the largest state forest in
NJ, while maintaining reasonable accommodations for recreation and sight-seeing, once the draft is
released. We will be doing this meeting in person at Bishop Farmstead in the big red barn, but a remote
video link is available for those who can not attend in person. If you are interested, RSVP below!

In early February 2023, nineteen acres of mature oak forests in Glassboro Wildlife Management Area
(WMA) by the NJ Department of Fish & Wildlife for Upland Game Bird Hunting. The
majority of destruction occurred in wetlands and wetlands transition areas that are supposed to be
protected from this kind of activity. You can read more

On December 20, 2023 NIDEP announced the proposal of a restoration plan to address the freshwater
wetlands violation. Find more information on how to access the plans and provide public comments within
the 60 day-window at

Protect Open Space & Hazardous Waste Clean-Up Funding

Governor Murphy is planning to slash $60 million of annual state funding for environmental programs. The
Corporate Business Tax (CBT) cutting approximately $60 million
annually for land preservation and cleanup of hazardous polluted sites. The New Jersey Legislature can
correct this in the lame duck session between now and early January 2024. Contact your state senate and
assembly representatives to let them know that you oppose the sunsetting of the CBT.

The Association of NJ Environmental Commissions (ANJEC) has prepared a resolution for Environmental
Commissions and municipalities to adopt to encourage state legislators to support Open Space. Please urge
your municipal leaders to adopt a resolution based on
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What would you say to the people making decisions about the Pinelands if you had the chance? You do!
Public comment at the monthly meeting can be about anything you'd like- tune in and make your voice
heard! The meeting will be held both in-person and online.

Pinelands Commission Meeting
Friday, December 12; 9:30 AM
15 Springfield Road, New Lisbon, NJ

OR
Watch the meeting via , call in during public comment:

(929) 205-6099; Meeting ID: 862 5778 7140


https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://default.salsalabs.org/T992c5760-1712-431d-81e5-ebbf73949bc9/8e13ee83-5000-404a-83d1-b4b7f80d819b__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!JWuDdHTEJbo9rtZVCL-xlXDNfvN6oGWXVu2Jur8q1aOlCOu3JhEqty7fu1ANYHVoTj-bYlcsTc65ODm6FCuPzxDII1oq$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://default.salsalabs.org/Tb5e85306-4b96-411d-b8f5-c71af779084a/8e13ee83-5000-404a-83d1-b4b7f80d819b__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!JWuDdHTEJbo9rtZVCL-xlXDNfvN6oGWXVu2Jur8q1aOlCOu3JhEqty7fu1ANYHVoTj-bYlcsTc65ODm6FCuPz2CUzc5T$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://default.salsalabs.org/T8f00718b-a11e-429c-adc7-b66108c9208c/8e13ee83-5000-404a-83d1-b4b7f80d819b__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!JWuDdHTEJbo9rtZVCL-xlXDNfvN6oGWXVu2Jur8q1aOlCOu3JhEqty7fu1ANYHVoTj-bYlcsTc65ODm6FCuPz-mwJMM0$

There is a delay on the livestream, so if you call during public comment, you will hear the voice on the

phone before you hear it on your computer. As soon as they ask you to speak on the phone, mute your
computer and start your comment.

The following committee meeting is also happening this month, which ALSO has a public comment period
when you can voice your opinion:

e The CMP Policy & Implementation Committee develops rule changes to the Pinelands Comprehensive
Management Plan. To influence big-picture changes to the way that the Pinelands are managed, you
need to follow the activity of this committee. The next meeting is Friday, January 26 at 9:30 AM
(same hybrid meeting details explained above).

There are some , but the racial and gender demographics of the
Commission have remained stagnant. Read about how it stacks up against other boards and commissions
in New Jersey, according to from the Eagleton Institute of

Politics.
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Date: January 31, 9:30 AM —-12:00 PM
Location: Ocean County College, Gateway Bldg. Lecture Hall, Lot 1, College Drive, Toms River, NJ 08753

Join the NJ Department of Environmental Protection, United States Geological Survey, and Barnegat Bay
Partners for a presentation on the science that led to the selection of the nitrogen standard and water
quality modeling for the Barnegat Bay. This presentation is part of a series of information sessions to
inform the public about the development of a nitrogen standard and nonpoint source loading reductions
that will be achieved through a total maximum daily load (TMDL). Snow date for this meeting is Thursday,
February 1. The meeting will have a virtual option available. RSVP below.
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Fifth National Climate Assessment (NCA5) Webinars

The Fifth National Climate Assessment (NCA5) is the US Government’s preeminent report on climate
change impacts, risks, and responses. This report is broken up into chapters that cover specific aspects of
climate change in the U.S., such as its impact on agriculture, transportation, and indigenous populations.

The NCAS5 chapter webinars are an opportunity for you to hear about the findings of a particular chapter
from the authors themselves. Each virtual one-hour event is expected to include some time for Q&A. You
can see the full schedule of webinars with dates ranging from December 4 through March 15. Here are a
few highlights that may be of interest to our members:

: January 18, 4-5 PM
: January 26, 4-4:30 PM
: February 22, 3-4 PM
: February 28, 3-4 PM
: March 15, 11 AM - 12 PM

Thank you for all you do for the Pines!

Best,

]

Heidi Yeh, Policy Director
Phone: 609-859-8860 ext. 122
Email: X0 @xxaixaiaciaioacd, XXX

Pinelands Preservation Alliance, Pinelands Adventures, and Rancocas Creek Farm are dedicated to
furthering justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion in their staff and their work.

]
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Share this email so others can take action!
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From: Pinelands Alliance

To: Auermuller, Robert [DEP
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pinelands Alliance Action Alert for January
Date: Wednesday, January 10, 2024 4:15:38 PM

Having trouble viewing this email?

Dear Friend,

We had several wins in late 2023—let’s keep the momentum going in the new year! With your help, we
repealed the ‘redevelopment’ plan for the , and saw the successful appointment of Dr.
Jessica Rittler Sanchez to the Pinelands Commission. Let's carry that energy into 2024 to accomplish our
other longstanding goals, such as ensuring that NJDEP implements commonsense protections for Wharton
State Forest. Find more information on that, as well as other opportunities to learn, get engaged, and
speak out for the Pinelands in the email below!

Quick synopsis of important dates (in'person, online, or hybFid):
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National Climate Assessment Webinars: Various Dates Through March 15
Access Nature Forum: Wednesday, January 10 at 7 PM

Pinelands Commission Meeting: Ffidayydanuary 12'at9:30 AMIRNEW Lisbon
Day Of Action - Fix Our Parks: Wednesday, January 17 All Day

Wharton State Forest Visitor Use Plan Open House: Wednesday, January 24, 12 - 7 PM in Hammonton

Virtual Tour of the New Visitor Use Map- Wharton State Forest: Ffidayydantary 26'at 9:30 AMIRNEW
Lisbon

Pinelands Policy & Implementation Committee Meeting: Fridayydantary 26'at 9:30 ANMNRINEW LiSbor
Barnegat Bay Stakeholder Meeting: WWedRESdayIantar 31930 AM=2IPMIRANTomSIRIVEr




Image of Pole Branch Forest by Jon Holcombe

Access Nature Forum

Date: January 10th, 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Location: Online Via Zoom

Join us on January 10t for our next Access Nature Forum. In this forum, we will hear from Peter Dolan,
Trail Program Manager for the New York-New Jersey Trail Conference. Peter will be offering a
presentation on how the sustainable design elements incorporated into modern trail building often align
with accessible best practices, making it easier than ever to create natural surface opportunities for trail
users with disabilities. There will be time to ask questions at the end of the discussion.

RSVP For Jan 10th!

Also, check out this arficle on the new all-terrain wheelchair that will soon be available for use at Wharton
State Forest!
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Date: January 17th, All Day
Tell Governor Murphy to

For more than a half a century, New Jersey has invested billions of dollars creating a public lands system
which houses tremendous beauty and biodiversity and should be the envy of every state in the union. It is
critical to our society to have a well-funded and well-managed park system.

We need to keep these places open and available for wildlife to thrive and for the public to have safe
access for eco-friendly recreation. The public should be able to safely travel the roads and trails, enjoy the
serenity of nature, and have ample interpretive resources to understand our parks and forests through
naturalist tours and educational materials.

But, New Jersey Parks and Forest are used, abused, and underfunded.

The is advocating for an increase to the state budget from $16 million annually for
park operations and law enforcement, to $52 million annually, on par with the national average; and to
increase capital spending by $40 million annually, to $60 million annually, to end the $600 million dollar
maintenance backlog in ten years by 2033.

We need to flood Governor Murphy’s office with phone calls asking him to fix our parks by increasing
funding for park operations and capital improvements.

Call or Text - Governor Murphy on January 17th! Please make sure to say “Fix Our Parks” in your
message.

Call - 609-292-6000

Text - 732-605-5455
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Wharton Savanna by Jason Howell

Date: January 24th, 12:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Location: Batsto Visitor Center, 31 Batsto Road Hammonton, NJ 08037

The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection will host an open house and public comment
session on the draft Wharton State Forest Visitor Vehicle Use Map on Wednesday, Jan. 24, from
noon to 7 p.m. at the Batsto Visitor Center. The open house will allow stakeholders to view, ask questions,
and comment on the draft Wharton Visitor Vehicle Use Map, along with several other maps that aided in
the development of the map. There will be no formal speaking presentation during the open house.
Interested stakeholders can stop in at any time during the event. DEP staff will be on hand to answer
questions and participants will have the opportunity to leave written comments at each map
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location.

An online public comment period will be available for 45 days, from Jan. 24 until Mar. 9, for
those who are unable to attend in person.

Date: January 30th, 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Location: Pinelands Preservation Alliance, 17 Pemberton Rd, Southampton, NJ 08088, or Online

The PPA will be hosting a meeting to discuss the Visiting Vehicle Use Map and to collaborate on the
submission of comments that best protect the natural resources and habitat of the largest state forest in
NJ, while maintaining reasonable accommodations for recreation and sight-seeing, once the draft is
released. We will be doing this meeting in person at Bishop Farmstead in the big red barn, but a remote
video link is available for those who can not attend in person. If you are interested, RSVP below!

In early February 2023, nineteen acres of mature oak forests in Glassboro Wildlife Management Area
(WMA) by the NJ Department of Fish & Wildlife for Upland Game Bird Hunting. The
majority of destruction occurred in wetlands and wetlands transition areas that are supposed to be
protected from this kind of activity. You can read more

On December 20, 2023 NIDEP announced the proposal of a restoration plan to address the freshwater
wetlands violation. Find more information on how to access the plans and provide public comments within
the 60 day-window at

Protect Open Space & Hazardous Waste Clean-Up Funding

Governor Murphy is planning to slash $60 million of annual state funding for environmental programs. The
Corporate Business Tax (CBT) cutting approximately $60 million
annually for land preservation and cleanup of hazardous polluted sites. The New Jersey Legislature can
correct this in the lame duck session between now and early January 2024. Contact your state senate and
assembly representatives to let them know that you oppose the sunsetting of the CBT.

The Association of NJ Environmental Commissions (ANJEC) has prepared a resolution for Environmental
Commissions and municipalities to adopt to encourage state legislators to support Open Space. Please urge
your municipal leaders to adopt a resolution based on
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What would you say to the people making decisions about the Pinelands if you had the chance? You do!
Public comment at the monthly meeting can be about anything you'd like- tune in and make your voice
heard! The meeting will be held both in-person and online.

Pinelands Commission Meeting
Friday, December 12; 9:30 AM
15 Springfield Road, New Lisbon, NJ

OR
Watch the meeting via , call in during public comment:

(929) 205-6099; Meeting ID: 862 5778 7140
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There is a delay on the livestream, so if you call during public comment, you will hear the voice on the

phone before you hear it on your computer. As soon as they ask you to speak on the phone, mute your
computer and start your comment.

The following committee meeting is also happening this month, which ALSO has a public comment period
when you can voice your opinion:

e The CMP Policy & Implementation Committee develops rule changes to the Pinelands Comprehensive
Management Plan. To influence big-picture changes to the way that the Pinelands are managed, you
need to follow the activity of this committee. The next meeting is Friday, January 26 at 9:30 AM
(same hybrid meeting details explained above).

There are some , but the racial and gender demographics of the
Commission have remained stagnant. Read about how it stacks up against other boards and commissions
in New Jersey, according to from the Eagleton Institute of

Politics.
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Date: January 31, 9:30 AM —-12:00 PM
Location: Ocean County College, Gateway Bldg. Lecture Hall, Lot 1, College Drive, Toms River, NJ 08753

Join the NJ Department of Environmental Protection, United States Geological Survey, and Barnegat Bay
Partners for a presentation on the science that led to the selection of the nitrogen standard and water
quality modeling for the Barnegat Bay. This presentation is part of a series of information sessions to
inform the public about the development of a nitrogen standard and nonpoint source loading reductions
that will be achieved through a total maximum daily load (TMDL). Snow date for this meeting is Thursday,
February 1. The meeting will have a virtual option available. RSVP below.
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Fifth National Climate Assessment (NCA5) Webinars

The Fifth National Climate Assessment (NCA5) is the US Government’s preeminent report on climate
change impacts, risks, and responses. This report is broken up into chapters that cover specific aspects of
climate change in the U.S., such as its impact on agriculture, transportation, and indigenous populations.

The NCAS5 chapter webinars are an opportunity for you to hear about the findings of a particular chapter
from the authors themselves. Each virtual one-hour event is expected to include some time for Q&A. You
can see the full schedule of webinars with dates ranging from December 4 through March 15. Here are a
few highlights that may be of interest to our members:

: January 18, 4-5 PM
: January 26, 4-4:30 PM
: February 22, 3-4 PM
: February 28, 3-4 PM
: March 15, 11 AM - 12 PM

Thank you for all you do for the Pines!

Best,

]

Heidi Yeh, Policy Director
Phone: 609-859-8860 ext. 122
Email: X0 @xxaixaiaciaioacd, XXX

Pinelands Preservation Alliance, Pinelands Adventures, and Rancocas Creek Farm are dedicated to
furthering justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion in their staff and their work.

]
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From: Pinelands Alliance

To: Auermuller, Robert [DEP
Subject: [EXTERNAL] State of NJ to release the Wharton State Forest Visitor Use Map on January 24th
Date: Monday, January 22, 2024 3:04:44 PM
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Wharton State Forest - a bird's eye view!

Friend,

Wharton State Forest is prized by millions of people for its vast wilderness areas, protected rare species

habitat, historic sites, and its recreational opportunities, including paddling, hiking, and horseback riding
across 125,000 acres. Wharton is the largest state park in New Jersey and the keystone of the Pinelands
National Reserve.

Along with increases in human population around the edges of the Pines and increased visitation to natural
areas overall, Wharton has also seen increases in the rate of some issues that affect the quality of the
visitor experience and habitat integrity of this special place. These include illegal dumping, vehicle break-
ins, illegal off-road vehicle use, and vandalism of historic sites. That is why it has never been more
important to have effective visitor management and enforcement of rules and regulations on our public
lands. Pinelands Preservation Alliance and much of the visiting public have been pressing the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and the State Park Service to enact solutions for many



years. They are now taking a big step in releasing a draft Visitor Map that can guide visitors on their
adventures while maintaining the character of this special place.

The DEP and the State Park Service began this process in 2022 by gathering public input through
stakeholder meetings and conducting a web-based survey that leveraged mapping tools. Over 1,600 people
submitted feedback through this process. Survey results were then compared to the known location of
wetlands, threatened and endangered plant and animal species of conservation concern, historic/cultural
resources, and other critical conservation information. All of these factors were considered to create a
visitor use plan and map for Wharton that balances conservation needs while facilitating sustainable forms
of recreation like hiking, biking, horseback riding, hunting, fishing, and more.

In February 2023 the DEP shared survey results with the public and prepared a Wharton State Forest
Visiting Vehicle Use Map.

, on which a licensed driver can drive their street-
legal, registered, and insured vehicle.

The DEP will accept public comments on the draft map between January 24" and March 9™, Please share
your written comments with the DEP to ensure that they understand how important it is that Wharton State
Forest is protected and that visitors can easily obtain information about how to enjoy its natural wonders!
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Volunteers in November 2023 removed trash from Wharton State Forest.

TAKE ACTION & LEARN MORE:

Wharton State Forest Visitor Use Map Open House
(Hosted by the DEP)
Location: Batsto Visitor Center, 31 Batsto Rd, Hammonton NJ

Date: January 24t from 12 noon to 7:00 PM

The open house will allow stakeholders to view, ask questions and comment on the proposed Wharton
Visiting Vehicle Use Map, along with several other maps that aided in the development of the map. There
will be no formal speaking presentation during the open house. Interested stakeholders can stop in at any
time during the event. DEP staff will be on hand to answer questions and participants will have the
opportunity to leave written comments. More information is available on
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Virtual Tour of the Draft Wharton Visitor Map
Hosted by Pinelands Preservation Alliance
Location: Pinelands Alliance, 17 Pemberton Rd, Southampton NJ 08088

Date: January 30, from 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM

A remote video link will be available for those who cannot attend in person. First, we will review the new
Wharton State Forest Visitor Map, a draft of which will be released on January 24th. Then we will discuss
potential improvements/changes to better protect Wharton’s natural resources and habitats while
maintaining reasonable accommodations for recreation and sight-seeing.

Submit Public Comments on the Wharton Visitor Use Map by March 9th
to provide comments to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection on the
visitor map. We will contact you directly.

Listen to The Pine Barrens Podcast
The January 9, 2024 episode is called
of the New Jersey Conservation Foundation.

n

Read our latest blog post "

Thank you for working with us to protect the Pinelands,

Jason Howell
Public Lands Advocate
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Wharton State Forest - a bird's eye view!

Sean,

Wharton State Forest is prized by millions of people for its vast wilderness areas, protected rare species

habitat, historic sites, and its recreational opportunities, including paddling, hiking, and horseback riding
across 125,000 acres. Wharton is the largest state park in New Jersey and the keystone of the Pinelands
National Reserve.

Along with increases in human population around the edges of the Pines and increased visitation to natural
areas overall, Wharton has also seen increases in the rate of some issues that affect the quality of the
visitor experience and habitat integrity of this special place. These include illegal dumping, vehicle break-
ins, illegal off-road vehicle use, and vandalism of historic sites. That is why it has never been more
important to have effective visitor management and enforcement of rules and regulations on our public
lands. Pinelands Preservation Alliance and much of the visiting public have been pressing the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and the State Park Service to enact solutions for many



years. They are now taking a big step in releasing a draft Visitor Map that can guide visitors on their
adventures while maintaining the character of this special place.

The DEP and the State Park Service began this process in 2022 by gathering public input through
stakeholder meetings and conducting a web-based survey that leveraged mapping tools. Over 1,600 people
submitted feedback through this process. Survey results were then compared to the known location of
wetlands, threatened and endangered plant and animal species of conservation concern, historic/cultural
resources, and other critical conservation information. All of these factors were considered to create a
visitor use plan and map for Wharton that balances conservation needs while facilitating sustainable forms
of recreation like hiking, biking, horseback riding, hunting, fishing, and more.

In February 2023 the DEP shared survey results with the public and prepared a Wharton State Forest
Visiting Vehicle Use Map.

, on which a licensed driver can drive their street-
legal, registered, and insured vehicle.

The DEP will accept public comments on the draft map between January 24" and March 9™, Please share
your written comments with the DEP to ensure that they understand how important it is that Wharton State
Forest is protected and that visitors can easily obtain information about how to enjoy its natural wonders!
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Volunteers in November 2023 removed trash from Wharton State Forest.

TAKE ACTION & LEARN MORE:

Wharton State Forest Visitor Use Map Open House
(Hosted by the DEP)
Location: Batsto Visitor Center, 31 Batsto Rd, Hammonton NJ

Date: January 24t from 12 noon to 7:00 PM

The open house will allow stakeholders to view, ask questions and comment on the proposed Wharton
Visiting Vehicle Use Map, along with several other maps that aided in the development of the map. There
will be no formal speaking presentation during the open house. Interested stakeholders can stop in at any
time during the event. DEP staff will be on hand to answer questions and participants will have the
opportunity to leave written comments. More information is available on
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Virtual Tour of the Draft Wharton Visitor Map
Hosted by Pinelands Preservation Alliance
Location: Pinelands Alliance, 17 Pemberton Rd, Southampton NJ 08088

Date: January 30, from 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM

A remote video link will be available for those who cannot attend in person. First, we will review the new
Wharton State Forest Visitor Map, a draft of which will be released on January 24th. Then we will discuss
potential improvements/changes to better protect Wharton’s natural resources and habitats while
maintaining reasonable accommodations for recreation and sight-seeing.

Submit Public Comments on the Wharton Visitor Use Map by March 9th
to provide comments to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection on the
visitor map. We will contact you directly.

Listen to The Pine Barrens Podcast
The January 9, 2024 episode is called
of the New Jersey Conservation Foundation.

n

Read our latest blog post "

Thank you for working with us to protect the Pinelands,

Jason Howell
Public Lands Advocate
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Pinelands Preservation Alliance
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From: Pinelands Alliance

To: Auermuller, Robert [DEP
Subject: [EXTERNAL] What's Happening in the Pines? # #
Date: Wednesday, January 24, 2024 10:00:32 AM

Having trouble viewing this email?

<]

Dear Friend,

The Pine Barrens finally received some snow this year! It was amazing to witness snow fall on the pines... a
view we haven't seen in quite some time. Below are some upcoming events to check out in and around the

Pinelands.
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Image by Patricia Worley

L Il For Ph raphers- Pinelan ried Ph Exhibi
2024

Our 2024 Pinelands Juried Photo Exhibit is open for submissions until January 31st, 2024! The goal
of this exhibit is to celebrate the New Jersey Pinelands, our Nation’s first National Reserve, with
photographs that capture its natural beauty and rich cultural heritage.

Learn more at www.PinelandsPhotoExhibit.org

Learn More Here
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Wharton Aerial View

(<]

Date: January 24th, 12:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Location: Batsto Visitor Center, 31 Batsto Rd, Hammonton, NJ 08037

On Jan. 24, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection will host an open house on the
proposed Wharton State Forest Visiting Vehicle Use Map from noon to 7 p.m. at the Batsto Visitor Center.
The open house will allow stakeholders to view, ask questions, and comment on the proposed Wharton
Visiting Vehicle Use Map, along with several other maps that aided in the development of the map. There
will be no formal speaking presentation during the open house. Interested stakeholders can stop in at any
time during the event. NJ DEP staff will be on hand to answer questions and participants will have the
opportunity to leave written comments.


https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://default.salsalabs.org/Tcdd001bc-748a-4422-a004-5180bb0af5f4/483b3861-60b2-4a83-9468-daeab0f96da8__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!JDh1Zkb_XdQqknQiX6n6Iohep73rEu4lW9sn17Cz7VNaREo4utg1zta9j1YHY1ae-pzm0Js3op8491mZfUICoYlxwwB8usjsFw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://default.salsalabs.org/Tdf0990df-bf14-44ac-86db-e0a392175cfa/483b3861-60b2-4a83-9468-daeab0f96da8__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!JDh1Zkb_XdQqknQiX6n6Iohep73rEu4lW9sn17Cz7VNaREo4utg1zta9j1YHY1ae-pzm0Js3op8491mZfUICoYlxwwC0_O8MAA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://default.salsalabs.org/Tdf0990df-bf14-44ac-86db-e0a392175cfa/483b3861-60b2-4a83-9468-daeab0f96da8__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!JDh1Zkb_XdQqknQiX6n6Iohep73rEu4lW9sn17Cz7VNaREo4utg1zta9j1YHY1ae-pzm0Js3op8491mZfUICoYlxwwC0_O8MAA$

]

Image of Batsto River by Ernest Cozens

Date: January 30th, 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Location: Pinelands Preservation Alliance, 17 Pemberton Rd, Southampton, NJ 08088 or online

The Pinelands Preservation Alliance is hosting this information session. You can attend in person or
virtually. First, we will review the new Wharton State Forest Visitor Map, a draft of which will be released
by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) on January 24th. Then we will discuss
potential improvements/changes to better protect Wharton's natural resources and habitats while
maintaining reasonable accommodations for recreation and sight-seeing.

DEP is accepting public comments on the draft Visitor Use Map from January 24th to March 9th. This
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session will help you understand the map and formulate your public comments.

A remote video link will also be available for those who can not attend in person. Please RSVP below.

Groundhog Day Jaunt

Date: February 2nd, 1:00 PM
Location: Forest Resource Education Center,495 Don Connor Boulevard, Jackson, NJ 08527

Celebrate the day with an easy 3.0-mile walk on sand roads through uplands forest. Great hike for family
and friends with kids, 10-years old and up. Pre-registration only, accepted on first-come basis. Accepting
25 people per hike. Registration is free. Please remember to cancel if unable to attend! Note*The bridge
connecting the FREC and the Nursery is currently under construction and is CLOSED.

You MUST enter on Don Connor Blvd.

Sign Up For The Groundhog Day Jaunt

Eagle Fest Flier

Cumberland County Winter Eagle Festival

Date: February 3rd, 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
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Location: Mauricetown Firehall, 9544 Noble Street, Mauricetown, NJ 08329

Winter Eagle Festival features a full day of nature walks, speakers, bird viewing, and vendors. It is a great
opportunity to experience the beauty and wonders of the great outdoors in Cumberland County. Admission

is $10 for Adults and $5 for Children (12 and under).

Bluegrass Show at Albert Music Hall

Date: February 10th, 6:30 PM — 9:00 PM
Location: Albert Music Hall, 131 Wells Mills Road (Rt. 532), Waretown, NJ 08758
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It was over three decades ago, deep in the woods of Waretown, NJ, that the Pinelands Cultural Society
(PCS) found its roots. Every Saturday night, in Joe and George Albert’s small, secluded deer cabin in the
Waretown pinelands, a handful of musicians would gather to pick and sing until the wee hours of Sunday
morning. Welcome now to the new air-conditioned Albert Music Hall. Come join the fun of the

traditional musical gatherings of the NJ Pinelands. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and music starts at 6:30 p.m.

Learn More Here

February Access Nature Forum

Date: February 12th, 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Location: Online Via Zoom
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Join us on February 12th for our next Access Nature Forum. In this forum, we will hear from Matthew R.
von der Hayden, Township Administrator / Director of Water & Sewer Utility with Stafford Township in
Ocean County. Matthew will discuss the creation of an all-inclusive passive park at Forecastle Basin that will
incorporate ADA accessibility, reforest the area, and create an environment for all to enjoy. He will delve
into the project details that he and the Township Engineer, Frank Little, are working on to accomplish the
13-step process laid out by the Pinelands Commission. Stafford Township is nearing the end of the process
and is looking for the final MOA to build this passive park and pathway for the community. Please join us to
learn more about this project and throw in your support for its completion!

Rain Garden 101

Date: February 28th, 12:00 PM or 7:00 PM
Location: Online Via Zoom

Join the Rutgers Cooperative Extension and Pinelands Preservation Alliance and learn how you can help
improve local water quality, reduce flooding, and provide crucial native habitat for our diminishing
pollinators by planting a garden on your property. Those who attend the free webinar will have the option
to schedule a one-on-one design session with Rutgers environmental engineers and landscape architects,
and depending on your location, you may be eligible for a rebate of up to $675 (based on square footage).
All are welcome. Any questions can be sent to Stephen Elliott,
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Learn More & Sign-Up

Visitor
Center &
Store Hours

Over the summer
we renovated our
gift shop and visitor
center to make it
more accessible.
Our visitor center is
now open on select
dates and hours!
Can't visit in
person? Check out
our online store.

The
Pinelands
Podcast

This podcast
explores the
topics affecting
the land, water,
and culture of
the Pinelands
National
Reserve. This
podcast is
produced by the
Pinelands
Preservation
Alliance.

Fix r
Parks
mpaign

Join the
movement to
ensure that New
Jersey's state
parks and
forests and
wildlife
management
areas are
protected and
enhanced for
future
generations.
Learn more
here.
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Rancocas Creek Farm CSA Shares Available!

Location: Bishop Farmstead, 17 Pemberton Rd, Southampton, NJ 08088

Do you want access to local, sustainable, chemical-free grown food? If yes, take a look at our Community
Supported Agriculture (CSA) farm share! Our goal is to provide a selection of produce that is diverse, high
quality and gives you a lot of value for your food dollar. Members of the CSA also get access to the farm
and fields, and opportunities to attend farm tours and seasonal events. We have two share options for
2024: a 21-week share for $660 and a flexible 10-week share for $375 in which you come any ten weeks
during the 21-week season. Learn more about pricing, our community, and our mission below.

Learn More About Our CSA!
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Pinelands Short Course 2024

35th Annual Pinelands Short Course

Date: March 9th, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Location: Stockton University, 101 Vera King Farris Drive, Galloway, NJ 08205-9441

A day-long event featuring educational presentations that explore the unique history, ecology, and culture
of the Pinelands. Hosted by the Pinelands Commission and Stockton University. Educators can earn 5
Professional Development Credits. Registration opens the first week of January! Cancellation Policy: No

refunds.
Sign Up For The Short Course
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Lines on the Pines

(<]

Date: March 10th, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Location: Stockton University, 101 Vera King Farris Drive, Galloway, NJ 08205-9441

An annual gathering of artists, authors, and artisans whose passion is the Pines! Lines on the Pines has
become the harbinger of spring for many like-minded NJ Pine Barrens enthusiasts. Over 80 talented Pine
Barrens "Celebrities" will be on hand to sign their books, display their artwork or craft, play their music, and
in general, share their love of the Pine Barrens! Bring your young 'uns so they can enjoy and learn at the
"Lines on the Pines for KIDS" areas! Special hands-on displays, crafts, and activities will be available for
kids, where they can have fun while learning about our beloved Pine Barrens. FREE - OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC! This is an indoor event.


https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://default.salsalabs.org/Tf0199419-09e3-4e2f-9014-d6c475fe5044/483b3861-60b2-4a83-9468-daeab0f96da8__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!JDh1Zkb_XdQqknQiX6n6Iohep73rEu4lW9sn17Cz7VNaREo4utg1zta9j1YHY1ae-pzm0Js3op8491mZfUICoYlxwwDl5ASgog$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://default.salsalabs.org/T69939682-2061-4df3-bbe3-89e855270f88/483b3861-60b2-4a83-9468-daeab0f96da8__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!JDh1Zkb_XdQqknQiX6n6Iohep73rEu4lW9sn17Cz7VNaREo4utg1zta9j1YHY1ae-pzm0Js3op8491mZfUICoYlxwwDfY19_AQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://default.salsalabs.org/T69939682-2061-4df3-bbe3-89e855270f88/483b3861-60b2-4a83-9468-daeab0f96da8__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!JDh1Zkb_XdQqknQiX6n6Iohep73rEu4lW9sn17Cz7VNaREo4utg1zta9j1YHY1ae-pzm0Js3op8491mZfUICoYlxwwDfY19_AQ$

Thank you for your support. Protecting the Pinelands is at the heart of everything we do. We
look forward to seeing you exploring the Pinelands, visiting the Rancocas Creek Farm, or at
one of the many upcoming events.

We could really use your help.

Best wishes,

Carleton Montgomery
Executive Director

Manage your email preferences

Get the email you want and nothing more. Click on Manage Your Preferences at the bottom of the email.
Review the email topics you are opted in for.

Pinelands Preservation Alliance, Pinelands Adventures, and Rancocas Creek Farm are dedicated to
furthering justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion in their staff and their work.

Follow Us
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From: Pinelands Alliance

To: Moriarty, Sean [DEP
Subject: [EXTERNAL] What's Happening in the Pines? # #
Date: Wednesday, January 24, 2024 10:00:52 AM

Having trouble viewing this email?

<]

Dear Sean,

The Pine Barrens finally received some snow this year! It was amazing to witness snow fall on the pines... a
view we haven't seen in quite some time. Below are some upcoming events to check out in and around the

Pinelands.
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Image by Patricia Worley

L Il For Ph raphers- Pinelan ried Ph Exhibi
2024

Our 2024 Pinelands Juried Photo Exhibit is open for submissions until January 31st, 2024! The goal
of this exhibit is to celebrate the New Jersey Pinelands, our Nation’s first National Reserve, with
photographs that capture its natural beauty and rich cultural heritage.

Learn more at www.PinelandsPhotoExhibit.org

Learn More Here
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Wharton Aerial View

(<]

Date: January 24th, 12:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Location: Batsto Visitor Center, 31 Batsto Rd, Hammonton, NJ 08037

On Jan. 24, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection will host an open house on the
proposed Wharton State Forest Visiting Vehicle Use Map from noon to 7 p.m. at the Batsto Visitor Center.
The open house will allow stakeholders to view, ask questions, and comment on the proposed Wharton
Visiting Vehicle Use Map, along with several other maps that aided in the development of the map. There
will be no formal speaking presentation during the open house. Interested stakeholders can stop in at any
time during the event. NJ DEP staff will be on hand to answer questions and participants will have the
opportunity to leave written comments.
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Image of Batsto River by Ernest Cozens

Date: January 30th, 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Location: Pinelands Preservation Alliance, 17 Pemberton Rd, Southampton, NJ 08088 or online

The Pinelands Preservation Alliance is hosting this information session. You can attend in person or
virtually. First, we will review the new Wharton State Forest Visitor Map, a draft of which will be released
by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) on January 24th. Then we will discuss
potential improvements/changes to better protect Wharton's natural resources and habitats while
maintaining reasonable accommodations for recreation and sight-seeing.

DEP is accepting public comments on the draft Visitor Use Map from January 24th to March 9th. This
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session will help you understand the map and formulate your public comments.

A remote video link will also be available for those who can not attend in person. Please RSVP below.

Groundhog Day Jaunt

Date: February 2nd, 1:00 PM
Location: Forest Resource Education Center,495 Don Connor Boulevard, Jackson, NJ 08527

Celebrate the day with an easy 3.0-mile walk on sand roads through uplands forest. Great hike for family
and friends with kids, 10-years old and up. Pre-registration only, accepted on first-come basis. Accepting
25 people per hike. Registration is free. Please remember to cancel if unable to attend! Note*The bridge
connecting the FREC and the Nursery is currently under construction and is CLOSED.

You MUST enter on Don Connor Blvd.

Sign Up For The Groundhog Day Jaunt

Eagle Fest Flier

Cumberland County Winter Eagle Festival

Date: February 3rd, 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
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Location: Mauricetown Firehall, 9544 Noble Street, Mauricetown, NJ 08329

Winter Eagle Festival features a full day of nature walks, speakers, bird viewing, and vendors. It is a great
opportunity to experience the beauty and wonders of the great outdoors in Cumberland County. Admission

is $10 for Adults and $5 for Children (12 and under).

Bluegrass Show at Albert Music Hall

Date: February 10th, 6:30 PM — 9:00 PM
Location: Albert Music Hall, 131 Wells Mills Road (Rt. 532), Waretown, NJ 08758
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It was over three decades ago, deep in the woods of Waretown, NJ, that the Pinelands Cultural Society
(PCS) found its roots. Every Saturday night, in Joe and George Albert’s small, secluded deer cabin in the
Waretown pinelands, a handful of musicians would gather to pick and sing until the wee hours of Sunday
morning. Welcome now to the new air-conditioned Albert Music Hall. Come join the fun of the

traditional musical gatherings of the NJ Pinelands. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and music starts at 6:30 p.m.

Learn More Here

February Access Nature Forum

Date: February 12th, 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Location: Online Via Zoom
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Join us on February 12th for our next Access Nature Forum. In this forum, we will hear from Matthew R.
von der Hayden, Township Administrator / Director of Water & Sewer Utility with Stafford Township in
Ocean County. Matthew will discuss the creation of an all-inclusive passive park at Forecastle Basin that will
incorporate ADA accessibility, reforest the area, and create an environment for all to enjoy. He will delve
into the project details that he and the Township Engineer, Frank Little, are working on to accomplish the
13-step process laid out by the Pinelands Commission. Stafford Township is nearing the end of the process
and is looking for the final MOA to build this passive park and pathway for the community. Please join us to
learn more about this project and throw in your support for its completion!

Rain Garden 101

Date: February 28th, 12:00 PM or 7:00 PM
Location: Online Via Zoom

Join the Rutgers Cooperative Extension and Pinelands Preservation Alliance and learn how you can help
improve local water quality, reduce flooding, and provide crucial native habitat for our diminishing
pollinators by planting a garden on your property. Those who attend the free webinar will have the option
to schedule a one-on-one design session with Rutgers environmental engineers and landscape architects,
and depending on your location, you may be eligible for a rebate of up to $675 (based on square footage).
All are welcome. Any questions can be sent to Stephen Elliott,
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Learn More & Sign-Up

Visitor
Center &
Store Hours

Over the summer
we renovated our
gift shop and visitor
center to make it
more accessible.
Our visitor center is
now open on select
dates and hours!
Can't visit in
person? Check out
our online store.

The
Pinelands
Podcast

This podcast
explores the
topics affecting
the land, water,
and culture of
the Pinelands
National
Reserve. This
podcast is
produced by the
Pinelands
Preservation
Alliance.

Fix r
Parks
mpaign

Join the
movement to
ensure that New
Jersey's state
parks and
forests and
wildlife
management
areas are
protected and
enhanced for
future
generations.
Learn more
here.
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Rancocas Creek Farm CSA Shares Available!

Location: Bishop Farmstead, 17 Pemberton Rd, Southampton, NJ 08088

Do you want access to local, sustainable, chemical-free grown food? If yes, take a look at our Community
Supported Agriculture (CSA) farm share! Our goal is to provide a selection of produce that is diverse, high
quality and gives you a lot of value for your food dollar. Members of the CSA also get access to the farm
and fields, and opportunities to attend farm tours and seasonal events. We have two share options for
2024: a 21-week share for $660 and a flexible 10-week share for $375 in which you come any ten weeks
during the 21-week season. Learn more about pricing, our community, and our mission below.

Learn More About Our CSA!
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Pinelands Short Course 2024

35th Annual Pinelands Short Course

Date: March 9th, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Location: Stockton University, 101 Vera King Farris Drive, Galloway, NJ 08205-9441

A day-long event featuring educational presentations that explore the unique history, ecology, and culture
of the Pinelands. Hosted by the Pinelands Commission and Stockton University. Educators can earn 5
Professional Development Credits. Registration opens the first week of January! Cancellation Policy: No

refunds.
Sign Up For The Short Course
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Lines on the Pines
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Date: March 10th, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Location: Stockton University, 101 Vera King Farris Drive, Galloway, NJ 08205-9441

An annual gathering of artists, authors, and artisans whose passion is the Pines! Lines on the Pines has
become the harbinger of spring for many like-minded NJ Pine Barrens enthusiasts. Over 80 talented Pine
Barrens "Celebrities" will be on hand to sign their books, display their artwork or craft, play their music, and
in general, share their love of the Pine Barrens! Bring your young 'uns so they can enjoy and learn at the
"Lines on the Pines for KIDS" areas! Special hands-on displays, crafts, and activities will be available for
kids, where they can have fun while learning about our beloved Pine Barrens. FREE - OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC! This is an indoor event.
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Thank you for your support. Protecting the Pinelands is at the heart of everything we do. We
look forward to seeing you exploring the Pinelands, visiting the Rancocas Creek Farm, or at
one of the many upcoming events.

We could really use your help.

Best wishes,

Carleton Montgomery
Executive Director

Manage your email preferences

Get the email you want and nothing more. Click on Manage Your Preferences at the bottom of the email.
Review the email topics you are opted in for.

Pinelands Preservation Alliance, Pinelands Adventures, and Rancocas Creek Farm are dedicated to
furthering justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion in their staff and their work.
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From: Pinelands Alliance

To: Cecil, John [DEP
Subject: [EXTERNAL] What's Happening in the Pines? # #
Date: Wednesday, January 24, 2024 10:00:55 AM

Having trouble viewing this email?

<]

Dear John,

The Pine Barrens finally received some snow this year! It was amazing to witness snow fall on the pines... a
view we haven't seen in quite some time. Below are some upcoming events to check out in and around the

Pinelands.
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Image by Patricia Worley

L Il For Ph raphers- Pinelan ried Ph Exhibi
2024

Our 2024 Pinelands Juried Photo Exhibit is open for submissions until January 31st, 2024! The goal
of this exhibit is to celebrate the New Jersey Pinelands, our Nation’s first National Reserve, with
photographs that capture its natural beauty and rich cultural heritage.

Learn more at www.PinelandsPhotoExhibit.org

Learn More Here
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Wharton Aerial View
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Date: January 24th, 12:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Location: Batsto Visitor Center, 31 Batsto Rd, Hammonton, NJ 08037

On Jan. 24, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection will host an open house on the
proposed Wharton State Forest Visiting Vehicle Use Map from noon to 7 p.m. at the Batsto Visitor Center.
The open house will allow stakeholders to view, ask questions, and comment on the proposed Wharton
Visiting Vehicle Use Map, along with several other maps that aided in the development of the map. There
will be no formal speaking presentation during the open house. Interested stakeholders can stop in at any
time during the event. NJ DEP staff will be on hand to answer questions and participants will have the
opportunity to leave written comments.
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Image of Batsto River by Ernest Cozens

Date: January 30th, 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Location: Pinelands Preservation Alliance, 17 Pemberton Rd, Southampton, NJ 08088 or online

The Pinelands Preservation Alliance is hosting this information session. You can attend in person or
virtually. First, we will review the new Wharton State Forest Visitor Map, a draft of which will be released
by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) on January 24th. Then we will discuss
potential improvements/changes to better protect Wharton's natural resources and habitats while
maintaining reasonable accommodations for recreation and sight-seeing.

DEP is accepting public comments on the draft Visitor Use Map from January 24th to March 9th. This
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session will help you understand the map and formulate your public comments.

A remote video link will also be available for those who can not attend in person. Please RSVP below.

Groundhog Day Jaunt

Date: February 2nd, 1:00 PM
Location: Forest Resource Education Center,495 Don Connor Boulevard, Jackson, NJ 08527

Celebrate the day with an easy 3.0-mile walk on sand roads through uplands forest. Great hike for family
and friends with kids, 10-years old and up. Pre-registration only, accepted on first-come basis. Accepting
25 people per hike. Registration is free. Please remember to cancel if unable to attend! Note*The bridge
connecting the FREC and the Nursery is currently under construction and is CLOSED.

You MUST enter on Don Connor Blvd.

Sign Up For The Groundhog Day Jaunt

Eagle Fest Flier

Cumberland County Winter Eagle Festival

Date: February 3rd, 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
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Location: Mauricetown Firehall, 9544 Noble Street, Mauricetown, NJ 08329

Winter Eagle Festival features a full day of nature walks, speakers, bird viewing, and vendors. It is a great
opportunity to experience the beauty and wonders of the great outdoors in Cumberland County. Admission

is $10 for Adults and $5 for Children (12 and under).

Bluegrass Show at Albert Music Hall

Date: February 10th, 6:30 PM — 9:00 PM
Location: Albert Music Hall, 131 Wells Mills Road (Rt. 532), Waretown, NJ 08758
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It was over three decades ago, deep in the woods of Waretown, NJ, that the Pinelands Cultural Society
(PCS) found its roots. Every Saturday night, in Joe and George Albert’s small, secluded deer cabin in the
Waretown pinelands, a handful of musicians would gather to pick and sing until the wee hours of Sunday
morning. Welcome now to the new air-conditioned Albert Music Hall. Come join the fun of the

traditional musical gatherings of the NJ Pinelands. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and music starts at 6:30 p.m.

Learn More Here

February Access Nature Forum

Date: February 12th, 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Location: Online Via Zoom
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Join us on February 12th for our next Access Nature Forum. In this forum, we will hear from Matthew R.
von der Hayden, Township Administrator / Director of Water & Sewer Utility with Stafford Township in
Ocean County. Matthew will discuss the creation of an all-inclusive passive park at Forecastle Basin that will
incorporate ADA accessibility, reforest the area, and create an environment for all to enjoy. He will delve
into the project details that he and the Township Engineer, Frank Little, are working on to accomplish the
13-step process laid out by the Pinelands Commission. Stafford Township is nearing the end of the process
and is looking for the final MOA to build this passive park and pathway for the community. Please join us to
learn more about this project and throw in your support for its completion!

Rain Garden 101

Date: February 28th, 12:00 PM or 7:00 PM
Location: Online Via Zoom

Join the Rutgers Cooperative Extension and Pinelands Preservation Alliance and learn how you can help
improve local water quality, reduce flooding, and provide crucial native habitat for our diminishing
pollinators by planting a garden on your property. Those who attend the free webinar will have the option
to schedule a one-on-one design session with Rutgers environmental engineers and landscape architects,
and depending on your location, you may be eligible for a rebate of up to $675 (based on square footage).
All are welcome. Any questions can be sent to Stephen Elliott,
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Learn More & Sign-Up

Visitor
Center &
Store Hours

Over the summer
we renovated our
gift shop and visitor
center to make it
more accessible.
Our visitor center is
now open on select
dates and hours!
Can't visit in
person? Check out
our online store.

The
Pinelands
Podcast

This podcast
explores the
topics affecting
the land, water,
and culture of
the Pinelands
National
Reserve. This
podcast is
produced by the
Pinelands
Preservation
Alliance.

Fix r
Parks
mpaign

Join the
movement to
ensure that New
Jersey's state
parks and
forests and
wildlife
management
areas are
protected and
enhanced for
future
generations.
Learn more
here.
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Rancocas Creek Farm CSA Shares Available!

Location: Bishop Farmstead, 17 Pemberton Rd, Southampton, NJ 08088

Do you want access to local, sustainable, chemical-free grown food? If yes, take a look at our Community
Supported Agriculture (CSA) farm share! Our goal is to provide a selection of produce that is diverse, high
quality and gives you a lot of value for your food dollar. Members of the CSA also get access to the farm
and fields, and opportunities to attend farm tours and seasonal events. We have two share options for
2024: a 21-week share for $660 and a flexible 10-week share for $375 in which you come any ten weeks
during the 21-week season. Learn more about pricing, our community, and our mission below.

Learn More About Our CSA!
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Pinelands Short Course 2024

35th Annual Pinelands Short Course

Date: March 9th, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Location: Stockton University, 101 Vera King Farris Drive, Galloway, NJ 08205-9441

A day-long event featuring educational presentations that explore the unique history, ecology, and culture
of the Pinelands. Hosted by the Pinelands Commission and Stockton University. Educators can earn 5
Professional Development Credits. Registration opens the first week of January! Cancellation Policy: No

refunds.
Sign Up For The Short Course
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Lines on the Pines

(<]

Date: March 10th, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Location: Stockton University, 101 Vera King Farris Drive, Galloway, NJ 08205-9441

An annual gathering of artists, authors, and artisans whose passion is the Pines! Lines on the Pines has
become the harbinger of spring for many like-minded NJ Pine Barrens enthusiasts. Over 80 talented Pine
Barrens "Celebrities" will be on hand to sign their books, display their artwork or craft, play their music, and
in general, share their love of the Pine Barrens! Bring your young 'uns so they can enjoy and learn at the
"Lines on the Pines for KIDS" areas! Special hands-on displays, crafts, and activities will be available for
kids, where they can have fun while learning about our beloved Pine Barrens. FREE - OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC! This is an indoor event.
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Thank you for your support. Protecting the Pinelands is at the heart of everything we do. We
look forward to seeing you exploring the Pinelands, visiting the Rancocas Creek Farm, or at
one of the many upcoming events.

We could really use your help.

Best wishes,

Carleton Montgomery
Executive Director

Manage your email preferences

Get the email you want and nothing more. Click on Manage Your Preferences at the bottom of the email.
Review the email topics you are opted in for.

Pinelands Preservation Alliance, Pinelands Adventures, and Rancocas Creek Farm are dedicated to
furthering justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion in their staff and their work.

Follow Us


https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://default.salsalabs.org/T02894aea-55dd-401c-a8ba-80f08748eecb/d2f472ce-3ecb-4287-99af-3a8a8619c0ea__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!IMWo8gmdLBFVBQbPAB-smaqxaluZurDEy4fnEwvHInU1VX7fS8YPfurRLRO6HPHBzvq2DdFyP1suPZuAQ6qju-K443Ni$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://default.salsalabs.org/Tffab27ca-989d-406c-9364-6bf839cb4380/d2f472ce-3ecb-4287-99af-3a8a8619c0ea__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!IMWo8gmdLBFVBQbPAB-smaqxaluZurDEy4fnEwvHInU1VX7fS8YPfurRLRO6HPHBzvq2DdFyP1suPZuAQ6qju23wX2-l$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://default.salsalabs.org/T5710ee84-c2f9-4610-80e7-8d543330c302/d2f472ce-3ecb-4287-99af-3a8a8619c0ea__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!IMWo8gmdLBFVBQbPAB-smaqxaluZurDEy4fnEwvHInU1VX7fS8YPfurRLRO6HPHBzvq2DdFyP1suPZuAQ6qju3q9bbkd$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://default.salsalabs.org/Tc52bd768-9651-4bc2-b6a2-5cc0ea95574a/d2f472ce-3ecb-4287-99af-3a8a8619c0ea__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!IMWo8gmdLBFVBQbPAB-smaqxaluZurDEy4fnEwvHInU1VX7fS8YPfurRLRO6HPHBzvq2DdFyP1suPZuAQ6qju098mbl2$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.facebook.com/Pinelands__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!IMWo8gmdLBFVBQbPAB-smaqxaluZurDEy4fnEwvHInU1VX7fS8YPfurRLRO6HPHBzvq2DdFyP1suPZuAQ6qjuwTnbpKd$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://twitter.com/intent/follow?screen_name=pinesalliance__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!IMWo8gmdLBFVBQbPAB-smaqxaluZurDEy4fnEwvHInU1VX7fS8YPfurRLRO6HPHBzvq2DdFyP1suPZuAQ6qju5CtiKOD$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.instagram.com/pinelandsalliance/__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!IMWo8gmdLBFVBQbPAB-smaqxaluZurDEy4fnEwvHInU1VX7fS8YPfurRLRO6HPHBzvq2DdFyP1suPZuAQ6qju4LN-Bgo$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.youtube.com/user/pinelandsalliance?sub_confirmation=1__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!IMWo8gmdLBFVBQbPAB-smaqxaluZurDEy4fnEwvHInU1VX7fS8YPfurRLRO6HPHBzvq2DdFyP1suPZuAQ6qju7YUJQcN$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.linkedin.com/company/52643788__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!IMWo8gmdLBFVBQbPAB-smaqxaluZurDEy4fnEwvHInU1VX7fS8YPfurRLRO6HPHBzvq2DdFyP1suPZuAQ6qju4Q3ezQJ$

Unsubscribe or Manage Your
Preferences


https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://pinelandsalliance.salsalabs.org/manage-your-subscription?eId=742b1380-4d5c-4716-86cb-928bf101a720&eType=EmailBlastContent&sId=d2f472ce-3ecb-4287-99af-3a8a8619c0ea__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!IMWo8gmdLBFVBQbPAB-smaqxaluZurDEy4fnEwvHInU1VX7fS8YPfurRLRO6HPHBzvq2DdFyP1suPZuAQ6qjuyWXxMGe$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://pinelandsalliance.salsalabs.org/manage-your-subscription?eId=742b1380-4d5c-4716-86cb-928bf101a720&eType=EmailBlastContent&sId=d2f472ce-3ecb-4287-99af-3a8a8619c0ea__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!IMWo8gmdLBFVBQbPAB-smaqxaluZurDEy4fnEwvHInU1VX7fS8YPfurRLRO6HPHBzvq2DdFyP1suPZuAQ6qjuyWXxMGe$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://pinelandsalliance.salsalabs.org/manage-your-subscription?eId=742b1380-4d5c-4716-86cb-928bf101a720&eType=EmailBlastContent&sId=d2f472ce-3ecb-4287-99af-3a8a8619c0ea__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!IMWo8gmdLBFVBQbPAB-smaqxaluZurDEy4fnEwvHInU1VX7fS8YPfurRLRO6HPHBzvq2DdFyP1suPZuAQ6qjuyWXxMGe$

