OCEAN COUNTY LIBRARY

101 Washington Street

Toms River, NJ 087563-7625
www.theoceancountylibrary.org
' Telephone: 732-349-6200

Susan Quinn Reference Fax: 732-345-0478
Director Administration Fax: 732-473-1356

Ms. Karla Ivarson
Sent via email: opratrequest-1686-f1d2 25bd@reguests. apramachine.com
May 11, 2018

Ms. lvarson,

Attached, please find a response to your OPRA request.

Sincerely,

Sara Siegler, MLIS
Assistant Library Director
Custodian of Record

Enclosure: Susan Quinn December 9, 2015 Memorandum: Drug & Alcohol Incidents in OCL




guinn. Susan . A
o .

From: Karla Ivarson <opra+request-1686-f1d225bd@requests.opramachine.com>

Sent: Thursday, May 10, 2018 5:48 AM

To: Quinn, Susan

Subject: Open Public Records Act request - Drug & Alcohol Report referenced in the Dec 2015

Diractor’s Report :

Dear Ocean Cou nty Library,

Thisis a réquest for public records made under OPRA and the common law right of access. Please
acknowledge receipt of this message.

Records requested: the Report on Drug and Alcohol Incidents in OCL prepared by Rita Oakes which was
referenced in the December 2015 Director’s Report.

Sincerely,

Karla lvarson

Please use this email address for all replies to this request:
opra+request-1686-f1ld225hd @requests.opramachine.com

Is squinn@theoceancountylibrary.org the wrong address for Open Public Records Act requests to Ocean
County Library? If so, please contact us using this form:
https://opramachine.com/change_request/new?body=ocean_county_library

Disclaimer: This message and any reply that you make will be published on the internet. Our privacy and
copyright policies:
https://opramachine.com/help/officers

Please note that in some cases publication of requests and responses will be delayed.

If you find this service useful as an OPRA officer, please ask your web manager to link to us from your
organisation's OPRA page.




AN OCEAN COUNTY LIBRARY
,,,///Ij}m Connecting People ... Building Community

Toms River Branch

101 Washingion Street

Toms River, NJ 087537625
www theaoteancouniviibrary.org
. ' : Telaphone: 732-348-8200

Susan Quinn . Reference Fax: 732-348-0478

Director Administration Fax: 732-473-1356
MEMORANDUM
Date: December 9, 2015
To: Ocean County Library Commission

L

Subject: Drug & Alcohol Incidents in OCL

From: Susan Quinn, Llbrary Director

,é‘

Attached is the report on Drug and Alcchol Inc:.dents in the
Oc¢ean' County lerar;n

The TLibrary’s and County’s proactive approach which includes
regular visits to branches by Ocean County Sheriff’s Officers,
the addition of an additional security guard, environmental
design change at our branch locations and the vigilance of OCL
staff in enforcing the Rules of the Library has resulted in a
decrease in drug and alcohol use at Ocean County Library
branches.




Memo to: Susan Quinn, Director

From: Rita Oakes, Chief Librarian, Branch Services

Date: 12/8/15

Re: Drug and Alcohof Incidents in Ocean County Library Narrative Summary Update

Ocean County Library, being a public entity, has always had a small percentage of problem bahaviors,
Serious incidents are documented by formal Incident Reports. Less serious, but unusual thcidents were -

'typicalty recorded in a paper loghook. Since the implementation of SharePolnt, electronic logbooks are
used by the majority of branches, which allow log entries to be accessed remotely,

It is apparent that problem incidents Involving drug use or alcohof have been increasing. Branch Services
reviewed Incident Reports from all branches from 2013 to the present and noted cases where alcohol or
drug use is cited. Cases of alcohol generally Involve seeing open containers, or finding cans or bottles in
the trash. Cases of drug use and abuse involve the selling of drugs, the finding of drug packets, ot the
discovery of used needles or other drug paraphernalia. There have been muitiple cases of apparent drug
overdoses, which have necessltated calfs to 911,

In reviewing the data, we find that there were 3 recorded incidents in 2013: the finding of a heroin bag
in Toms River; overhearing an apparent drug sale conversation at the Point Boro Branch and two
alleged drug dealers being sighted at the Lacey Branch.

1n 2014 there were 20 Instances recorded. These included the Beachwood, Lacey, Little Egg Harbor,

Point Bato, and Toms River locations. Empty containers cf beer and I?quor, customers who appeared to -
ba tmpaired, customers directly obsarved consuming beer on library property, and the discovery of
needles or drug paraphernalia in restrooims make up the bulk of these incidents.

in 2015 the number of incidents has almost doubled at the mid-year point. The majority of thesa events
have occurred in Toms River, but there have also been incldents in Lacey, Lakewood, and Stafford. The
bulk of these incidents have been drug related, most usually heroin, There have been at least two
ovardoses, These cases are tragic and disturbing, but staff, for the most part, have done an excellent job
handiing difficult situations and by quick action have no doubt saved lives,

Heroin use continues to garner media attention, with a report in the Asbury Park Press on November 30,
2015 featuring the headline, “Ocean County Tops NJ in Heroin and Other Opiate Addictions:”
m/storv/news/2015/11 /30/ocean-county-taps-ni-heroin-and-other-opiate-

addictions/76471688/ from=global&sessionkey=&autologin=

To help address this issue, the Toms River Branch has increased the presence of library guards, providing
two guards on duty during open hours. In addition, the Sheriff's Department has been routinely
patrolling the Toms River bullding and grounds, $taff have been mstructed to report unusual behaviors
and to contact the police when necessary.




I

On October 7, 2015, the Point Pleasant Boro Branch was evacuated after reports of a man entering with
a large bag and alleged tactical gear. Palice ultimately arrested the individual and charged him with
possession of heroin: ' '

hitp://patch.com/new-jersey/pointpleasant/borough-man-caught-heroin-point-pleasant-library

To help inform staff and customers, Qcean County Library has offered educational programs at muttiple
branches. Drug Use & Abuse Special: Heroin is conducted by retired Lt. Joe Pangaro. Programs have
already been held at the Toms River, Manchester, Long Beach Island, Plumsted, and Berkeley branches,
with two additional programs scheduled in December at the Tuckerton and Point Pleasant Boro
branches,

A review of 2015 incidents shows that the number of incldents spiked In July with 8 sepa rate incidents,
and have been gradually declining, with a total of 4 Incidents In August, 4 in September, 3 in October,
and 1 each In November and December (to date), The number of incidents in 2015 total 35 as of
December 8, 2015,
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Ocean County tops NJ in heroin and other opiate addictions Page 1 of 4

Ocean County tops NJ in heroin and other opiate
addictions

@Ks&&rﬂn& ({@XenSerraneAFPP L1058 gan. EST Navember 30, 2015

In 2011, Ocesn County (Hito:/www,co.ocean.nlusf) achieved tha unfortunate status of having the most people
sseking treatment for heroin or other cplate addictlons In the stafe, eclpsing Essax Counfy.

{niip:fasaexaountyn.aral). While sesking treatment is a milestone many people never achievs, the figure is an
Indicator of addiotion problems in & particuiar area.

45600
{Pheto: Staff photo Tanya Breen) S8
25000
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Traatment for heroin and other opiates
10,000
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In 2014, the number of people seeking treateent in Gcean County fell for the first time since at least 2008, Bui it fell by about 6 percent, half the rate of
tha state on the whola, .

RES
d Qcean towns with the most herai icts
Shwww.anp.com/storv/news/or ersev-mayhem/2015/1 1/253/monmouth-

and-ocean-towts-most-heroin-addiots/75954784/)
Treafment for herain and other oplates

Qcean County New Jersey

2006 — 1,354 22,063
. 2007~ 1,834 22.915
2008 w 1,715 24,053
2009 - 2,331 26,261 " :
2010 - 2,541 25,782
2011 - 3,301 30411
2012 - 3,683 32,380 ‘

2013 -3,956 ) 32807

2014 3,688 28,332
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Jease Moralla's familly |s foraver changed by one catastrophlo declelon: 1o fry hercin, STAFF VIDEO
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ASBURY PARK PRESS
Heroin use falling in Monmaotth?

(htipy//www.app,com/story/news/2015/1 1/25heroln-epldemic-monmouth-county-
2006.2014/763683530/)

Don't miss a thing

Download our eapps and gat aleris for local news, weather, traffic and
more. Search "Asbury Park Presa" in your app store of use these links
: from yeur device: iPhona app (hifps:/itunes.apple. comius/app/asbury-
P50 8. 8 varcoressins14498562mi=6) | Androld ap for hone and abiet
L @ (nfipsi/iplay.google com/stare/anns/detalls?
id=com.gannett. Jocallbrary.news.app) | Pad epp (hitpe/itunes.apple.com/
park-press-for-ipad/idBO0088RRT =8 Don't forget to llke' us on Facebook,

hitpa:h facebook.com/gsburypariprass

Read or Share fhis sfm‘/: hitp://on.app.com/THASWET
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