
 

December 1, 2017 

 

Time to Change-Jersey Style, 

 

The Township of Wall Police Department’s (“Police Department”) Records Custodian received your Open 

Public Records Act (“OPRA”) request dated November 18, 2017 on November 20, 2017.  As such, the seven (7) business 

day deadline to respond to your request is December 1, 2017.  The Police Department is timely providing you with a 

response to your request in accordance with New Jersey Law.  

 

For ease of reference, your itemized requests are listed below. The Police Department’s response immediately 

follows each item. 

 

1. [The] police department’s Internal Affairs Annual Summary Reports for years 2014-2017. 

 

Response: Enclosed please find all readily identified as responsive to this request, Bates Stamped as 

0155-0172. 

 

2. [A] copy of the police department’s Public Synopsis of Disciplinary Actions for years 2014-2017. 

This report is required pursuant to requirement 10 of the Attorney General’s Internal Affairs 

Police. 

 

Response: All records readily identified as responsive to this request are encompassed within the Police 

Department’s response to Item No. 1 of your request, Bates Stamped as 0155-0172. 

 

3. A copy of the police department’s Vehicular Pursuit Summary reports for years 2014-2017.  

 

Response: Enclosed please find all readily identified as responsive to this request, Bates Stamped as 

0173-0175 

 

4. [A]ll of your police department’s Use of Force Reports from January 1, 2014 to present date. 

 

Response: Enclosed please find all readily identified as responsive to this request, Bates Stamped as 

0001-0154.  

 

Please note that the enclosed records have been redacted in accordance with New Jersey law to protect 

citizen’s personal information in which the individual has a reasonable expectation of privacy. 

Redactions have been made to remove the following: 

 

(1) the name of juveniles [Bates Stamped 0137-0138, 0147-0151]; 

 

(2) suspects identified but not arrested [Bates Stamped 0033-0034, 0049, 0098-0100, 

0117, 0120-0121, 0130-0131, 0137-0138, 0146-0149]; 

 

(3) information relating to a person’s medical, psychiatric, or psychological history, 

treatment, or evaluation. [Bates Stamped 0025, 0033, 0052-0054, 0061-0062, 0075-

0078, 0086-0095, 0098-0100, 0102-0105, 0116-0117, 0130-0131, 0147-0149], 0147- 



 

 

(4) Confidential identifiers related to a domestic violence incident [Bates Stamped 0006-

0008, 0031-0032, 0044-0046, 0063-0066, 0106, 0109] 

 

N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1 provides that “a public agency has a responsibility and an obligation to safeguard from 

public access a citizen’s personal information with which it has been entrusted when disclosure thereof 

would violate the citizen’s reasonable expectation of privacy.”  N.J.S.A. 47:1A-9.b allows exemptions 

from disclosure any grant of confidentiality established or recognized by the Constitution of this State, 

statute, court rule or judicial case law, to apply to OPRA.  

 

With respect to the identification of juvenile offenders, New Jersey courts have held that such information 

is confidential.  See North Jersey Media Group Inc. v. Township of Teaneck, No. BER-L-6375-14, 2014 

WL 6634358 at *7-8 (Law Div. 2014). Additionally, Executive Order No. 26 (McGreevy 2002) exempts 

from disclosure “information relating to medical, psychiatric or psychological history, diagnosis 

treatment or evaluation.”  See also Rivera v. Town of West New York, GRC Complaint No. 2010-208 

(Feb. 2013) (upholding exemption of medical information under Executive Order No. 26).  The 

Government Records Council has also held that use of force reports must be provided in redacted form, 

except for the names of subjects not arrested.  See Rivera v. City of Bayonne, GRC Complaint No. 2012-

87 (Aug. 2012).   

 

Lastly, the name of a victim of domestic violence must be redacted.  Although there is a provision 

exempting victim’s records under OPRA, the records must be maintained by a “victim’s rights agency.”  

N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1.1.  A police department is not a victim’s right agency and therefore this exemption does 

not apply. See North Jersey Media Group v. Borough of Paramus, 2011 WL 9287204 (Law Div. 2015). 

Nevertheless, victim’s records may be withheld under OPRA’s privacy provision. See North Jersey Media 

Group v. Borough of Paramus, 2011 WL 9287204 (Law Div. 2015); N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1 (“[A] public 

agency has a responsibility and an obligation to safeguard from public access a citizen’s personal 

information with which it has been entrusted when disclosure thereof would violate the citizen’s 

reasonable expectation of privacy.”). Additionally, the records of domestic violence victims may be 

exempt from disclosure under the confidentiality provisions of the Prevention of Domestic Violence Act of 

1991. N.J.S.A. 2C:25-33. In Butala v. Township of Aberdeen, GRC Complaint No. 2014-194 (Feb. 26, 

2015), the GRC ruled that the Custodian lawfully denied access to responsive domestic violence records 

because same are exempt under the Prevention of Domestic Violence Act of 1991, and no exceptions in 

the statute provide for exceptions to access for victims.  Id. (citing N.J.S.A. 47:1A-6; N.J.S.A. 47:1A-9(a); 

N.J.S.A. 2C:25-33; VanBree v. Bridgewater Twp. Police Dep’t (Somerset), GRC Complaint No. 2014-122 

(October 2014)). In VanBree, the GRC was tasked with determining whether the custodian lawfully 

denied access to certain records under the PDVA.  In concluding that the custodian lawfully denied 

access to same, the Council confirmed that the records definitively related to a domestic violence incident 

and noted that the PDVA included a confidentiality clause.  Id.  The GRC, in Butala, found that it was 

satisfied that the records at issue in the proceeding “related to a domestic violence incident.” GRC 

Complaint No. 2014-194.  In reaching its decision the GRC observed that “[t]he [PDVA] offers a 

multitude of protections to victims.”  Id. 



 

 

 

5. [A]ll of your police department’s Police Use of Deadly Force Attorney General Deadly Notification 

Reports for years 2014-2017. 

 

Response: Please be advised that no deadly force was used in the years 2014-2017.  As such, no 

responsive records exist.  

 

6. [T]he annual basic police academy training, annual firearms requalification training, use of force 

training, vehicular pursuit training, domestic violence training, cultural diversity training, bias 

intimidation crimes training, Breathalyzer training, 911 dispatcher and call-taker training, K-9 

training recertification certificates for all of the police officers in your police department for the 

year 2017. 

 

Response: Please be advised that the Police Department requires additional time to search for and 

produce any responsive records. In light of the archived records to be searched, the Police Department 

requires an additional thirty (30) business days to fully evaluate the information required to comply with 

your OPRA request.  At this time, we anticipate that a response will be completed by Friday, January 12, 

2018. The Police Department also reserves the right to request an additional extension of time, if 

necessary. See Scheeler v. New Jersey Department of Educ., GRC Complaint No. 2014-123 (Feb. 2016). 

 

 

Thank you for your anticipated cooperation. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Kevin Pressey 

Wall Township Police Department 

(732) 449-4500 x1401 
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